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The current highway between Romney, WV and Springfield, WV is WV State Route 28. The nine-mile 

route is shown by Map 1, a 2019 USGS Topo Map, highlighted in blue.  This basic highway has existed 

since colonial times but has deviated from the current route since its beginning in the 1700’s.  A very 

early route in the 1700’s is shown by Maps 2, 2A and 2B, which is Map 1 with the old route sketched in 

red.  The road left Romney as it does now but deviated by following Big Run and going around Parsons 

Hill/Cold Storage Hill rather than over the hill.  Then starting about 2-1/4 miles north of the Romney 

Courthouse (about one mile north of the Potomac Eagle Train Depot and the Parsons House), it ran close 

to the river until reaching Wapocomo, aka The Rocks or Hanging Rocks.1   From there it left the South 

Branch of the Potomac River going along the east side of Mill Creek Mountain through Crystal Valley, 

reaching a maximum elevation of about 880 feet above sea level.2  This was a very direct route to Blues 

Beach3 where the South Branch of the Potomac River was crossed.  From there the road proceeded 

directly to Springfield, which was called Crossroads4 before “the town of Springfield was established by 

an act of the Virginia Assembly December 16, 1790.”5  

A particular challenge for this road has been crossing the South Branch at Blues Beach, aka., Lower 

Hanging Rocks.  This has been accomplished by fording, ferrying and bridging.  A detailed account of 

crossing the river here is presented elsewhere by the author. 6  Map 2C shows the locations of the ford 

and the bridges.  The roads approaching the river have varied depending on the method for crossing the 

river and are approximate as shown on Map 2C.  The location for the last two bridges, built in 1936 and 

1921-22, are shown in blue and noted as “recent bridges.”   The location for the first three bridges are in 

orange and are noted as “earlier bridges.”   They were immediately downstream of the recent bridges.  

The south side approach for the third bridge, built in 1909 and used until destroyed by the 1936 flood, is 

essentially intact today.  The ford was about 400 yards east of the present bridge at the lower end of the 

river eddy over which the bridges crossed.7  Early on this ford was apparently a good ford but floods 

modified it and by 1897 crossing at this ford had become quite hazardous.8 9  Fording the river here 

came to an end.   

                                                           
1 The Wapocomo, W VA post office was located here and is preserved in the old John Blue house, now owned by 
Shane and Jenna Roeder.  This area is also known as The Rocks, Hanging Rocks or Upper Hanging Rock for the 
perpendicular cliffs nearby.  The area is called Wapocomo on the 2019 Topo map. 
2 The river elevation is about 620 feet above sea level. 
3 The author always heard it shortened to Blue Beach but it is named for the family, not the color.  The area is 
appropriately called Blues Beach on the 2019 Topo map. 
4 Horton, Vicki Bidinger, Compiler, Hampshire County Minute Book Abstracts, Volume I, 1788-1802, Clearfield 
Company, Inc., by The Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc., Baltimore, MD, 1993 p. 12 (10 Apr 1788). 
5 Brannon, Selden W., Editor, Historic Hampshire, McClain Printing Company, Parsons, WV, 1976, p. 429. 
6 Paper by Herriott, George Ephraim, Jr., Crossing the South Branch in Hampshire County, A History of Our Bridges, 
historichampshire.org, 2022. 
7 The 1891 USGS Topo Map (Appendix III) shows the ford at Blues Beach.  There was no bridge at that time. 
8 The Hampshire Review, April 7, 1897; May 12, 1897; May 19, 1897. 
9 The fords on the river are constantly changing, primarily by the floods.  For over 70 years, the author has 
observed the ford between Fairfax Lots 29 and 31 move about 50 yards downriver and change from a wide shallow 
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In the mid 1800’s before the Civil War, “Wire Bridge,” a suspension bridge using wire cables, was built 

across the river at Blues Beach.10  It was cut down by the Confederates on August 2, 1864. 11  This bridge 

resulted in the Blues Beach area being called “Wire Bridge” for many years.12  The Blues Beach name did 

not come until later.  “In 1929, a part of the land lying along the river was made into a beach and named 

Blue Beach.”13  Blues Beach is named for the generations of Blue families that owned and lived on the 

farm along the river, Fairfax Lot 36,14 and is the name used on the 2019 USGS Topo Map.  They lived 

next to the now-named Long Road on the south side of the river. 

From 1864 until 1897 there was no bridge, requiring the river to be forded or ferried.  A bridge that was 

finally built in 1897 only lasted until 1902 when it was destroyed by a river ice flow.  A third bridge, built 

in 1909, was destroyed by the 1936 flood.  The fourth bridge, an iron truss bridge served from 1936 until 

it was intentionally taken down July 2021.  It was replaced by a four-plate girder bridge which opened to 

one-way traffic in July 2021 and to two-way traffic in January 2022.   

The ferries apparently worked the river eddy in the area of the bridge crossings.   Pancake’s Ferry was in 

operation as early as 1790.15  Ferry service continued off and on depending on whether or not a bridge 

was present.  During the 33 year hiatus between bridges one and two (1864-1897) , ferry service was 

not always reliable as related by a traveler who reluctantly crossed at the degraded ford in 1882.16  A 

ferry was in service during the building of the fourth bridge following the 1936 flood.  

The first major change to the early route shown by Map 2 occurred in 1788 when the section from 

Wapocomo to Blues Beach was moved under The Rocks, going along the west side of Mill Creek 

Mountain.  This route reached a maximum elevation of about 780 feet, about 100 feet lower than the 

previous route and is shown by Maps 3 and 3A.  Following more closely to the river would have 

eliminated the climb but significantly lengthened the distance.  Court minutes from 1788 state “Stephen 

Calvin, John Forman, Junr, William Forman and Uriah Blue or any three of these being first sworn are 

appointed to view and mark out the most convenient way for a road from Pancake’s Ferry to the Main 

road by the hanging rocks and make a report of their proceedings to April Court.”17  “On the report of 

the persons appointed to view the most convenient way for a road from Pancakes Ferry to the main 

                                                           
ford to a narrow and deeper channel.  In another example of the river changing the fords, before 1936 there was 
an excellent shallow ford at the lower end of The Rocks between Fairfax Lots 28 and 30 that the author’s 
grandfather crossed readily and often in his Model T Ford.  The 1936 flood washed this ford completely out. 
10 A more accurate date of construction of the Wire Bridge has not been found.  However, wire cable suspension 
bridge construction did not begin in the United States until the 1840’s.  The first major wire-cable suspension 
bridge was the Wire Bridge at Fairmount in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, built in 1842 with a span of 109 m (358 ft).  
This is similar to the length, about 300 feet, required to span the South Branch at the Lower Hanging Rocks.  The 
third bridge at this location, a suspension bridge, was 309 feet. If our wire bridge was not built until at least the 
late 1840’s, it was less than about 15 years old when cut down in 1864. 
11 Maxwell and Swisher, History of Hampshire County, West Virginia, pp. 565-566. 
12 The third bridge that was here from 1909 until 1936 was also a suspension bridge, or wire bridge, and may have 
also helped maintain the “Wire Bridge” moniker for this area. 
13 Brannon, p.322. 
14 Rice, William H., Colonial Records of the Upper Potomac, Vol. 3, McClain Printing Company, Parsons, WV, 2013 
details the Fairfax Lots along the South Branch River, including map sketches of the lots with respect to the river. 
15 Maxwell, Hu and Swisher, H. L., History of Hampshire County, West Virginia, A. Brown Boughner, Printer, 
Morgantown, West Virginia, 1897, reprinted by McClain Printing Company, Parsons, WV, 1972, p. 280. 
16 “A Gentleman's Experience Traveling From Romney to Frostburg,” The South Branch Intelligencer, May 5, 1882. 
17 Horton, p. 8 (14 Feb 1788). 
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road by the Hanging Rocks ordered that the road be established accordingly pursuant to the said report 

and it is ordered that the surveyor of the road from Earsoms to Blew’s and the tithables under him work 

the same and that he have the same cleared and kept in good repair.”18  “Uriah Blue is appointed 

surveyor of the road from the Hanging Rocks to Pancakes Ferry and the following persons are ordered to 

work under him to wit: John Forman, Senr, John Forman Junr, Uriah Blew, Isaac Newman, George 

Newman and John Pancake and the several tithables on their plantations and it is ordered that he have 

the said road cleared and kept in good repair.”19  This was the route for the next 140 years. 

In 1928 the WV State Highway Department made major changes to the Romney-Springfield route as 

shown by Map 3.  The changes are shown by the red route, before 1928, and the blue route, after 1928.  

Just outside Romney, the road was rerouted over Parsons Hill from its former route around the hill next 

to Big Run.  Then from about 2 miles north of Romney to Wapocomo, the road was moved to higher 

elevations away from the river.  The road was also rerouted from Wapocomo to Blues Beach, crossing 

over Mill Creek Mountain to the west of the original route and reconnecting with the old road at the 

foot of the mountain, about three-quarters of a mile from Blues Beach.  An elevation of 910 feet is 

reached as the road crosses over Mill Creek Mountain.  While this is higher than that of either the earlier 

routes, the technology change from animal power to internal combustion engine made the elevation 

difference a minor concern.  The narrowness of the available space under The Rocks certainly 

necessitated this change.  With the railroad already in place, there was no place for a second lane. 

Another reason to move the road from under The Rocks was that it frequently flooded.   

Planning for the upgrade in 1928 began in May 1927 with legislative efforts.20  By November a State 

Road Commission survey was begun for the new road from the Court House in Romney to the county 

line at the top of Middle Ridge.21  Bids for the road upgrade from the Romney Courthouse to Blues 

Beach. aka, Wire Bridge, were sought in March 1928.22  The State Road Commission notice called for 

“6.7 miles of the Romney-Springfield road for grading and draining” with the bids to be opened on April 

16.  Considering that the work included much new road construction as well as widening parts of the old 

road, “grading and draining” would appear to have been quite an understatement.  The contract was 

awarded to Marrara & Albright of Kingwood at a cost of $84,926.23  By May 24 The Hampshire Review 

reported “Work on the state road, Route 54, is well under way.  Three steam shovels are at work at 

different points and the work is making commendable progress.”24  It is interesting that the road was 

initially called Route 54.  It was soon changed to Route 28. 

While this road construction was in progress in 1928 and 1929, apparently the best ways to get from 

Romney to Cumberland were, first via the Beaver Run Road, and later via Keyser.  “The concrete road 

from Keyser to Cumberland was thrown open to the public last week.  It makes a fine drive.  Until Route 

54 by way of Springfield to Cumberland is completed most of the people from this section will use this 

                                                           
18 Horton, p. 11 (10 Apr 1788).  Blew and Blue are variant spellings related to the Blue family’s Dutch descent.  
Another early variant spelling, Blaw, more closely followed the Dutch word for blue, blauw.  
19 Horton, p. 16 (12 Jun 1788). 
20 The Hampshire Review, May 18, 1927, p. 1. 
21 The Hampshire Review, November 9, 1927, p. 1. 
22 The Hampshire Review, March 21, 1928, p. 4. 
23 The Hampshire Review, April 25, 1928, p. 5. 
24 The Hampshire Review, May 24, 1928, p. 5. 
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road instead of going by way of Beaver Run.”25  The Romney-Blues Beach section of the upgrade was 

completed by January/February 1929.  “A corps of engineers have been at work making a final check up 

on the state road project Route 54, extending from Romney to the Wire Bridge on the Springfield 

road.”26  This part of the highway upgrade was completed in just a little over a year, from surveying to 

opening of the new road.  

When Route 28 made this last move between Wapocomo and Blues Beach, Isaac Bryson Parsons (1872-

1932), who owned the farm at Wapocomo/The Rocks, that is Fairfax Lot 27, insisted it go around his 

barn (Map 3A).  The highway planners wanted to make the road much straighter than that required.  

Mr. Parsons prevailed, causing sharp turns at the bottom of the mountain.27  The barn still stands.  This 

has led to a number of wrecks there.  Of particular note was the 1948 fatal wreck between a bus and a 

truck on the turn at the barn.   Four were killed.  The Hampshire Review called it the worst wreck ever in 

Hampshire County.  See Appendix I for the Hampshire Review article. 

An upgrade of the road from Blues Beach to Fort Ashby immediately followed the 1928 Romney-Blues 

Beach road upgrade.  In 1929, work on Route 54 was “let in two bids, one from the wire bridge to the 

Mineral County line and the other from the Mineral County line to Alaska.”   “The contract for the state 

road from the wire bridge to the Mineral county line, 4.4 miles, was awarded yesterday to the Echols 

Construction Company for $40,136.36.  The remainder of the road from the Mineral county line to 

Alaska, 3.3 miles was awarded to Marrara & Albright for $47, 443.06.”  Fort Ashby was called Alaska at 

that time. 

The route from Wire Bridge (Blues Beach) to the county line was essentially unchanged except for a 

sweeping curve at the crossroads in Springfield (Map 4).  In Springfield the new road leaves the original 

track about three hundred yards before the crossroads, allowing a sweeping curve rather than the right 

angle intersection at the original crossroads. This curve is still sharp however and several serious 

accidents have occurred here.  Of note was the accident in November 1955 which destroyed the 

Presbyterian Church on the northwest corner of the town square.28  A tractor-trailer traveling north on 

Route 28 with a load of turkeys crashed into the sanctuary, destroying several Sunday School rooms as 

well. 

The upgraded road from the county line to Fort Ashby was moved significantly from the original route 

on the west side of Middle Ridge (Map 5).  The earlier road from the top of Middle Ridge was very curvy 

as it descended a steep initial slope toward Fort Ashby.  Then it ran in the bottom of the hollow having a 

very gradual slope and mild curves as it continued to Fort Ashby.   From the top of Middle Ridge, the 

upgraded road goes along the north side of the hollow at a nearly constant grade until it reaches the 

bottom of the hollow where Dennison Hollow Road now intersects Route 28.  From there the rest of the 

road to Fort Ashby was essentially unchanged.  Moving the road to its current position reduced the 

curviness and eliminated the initial steep descent. 

Work on the Blues Beach-Fort Ashby section got underway in May 1929. “Work on State Route No. 54 

from the wire bridge to the Mineral county line began Monday.  It was begun at the railroad trestle 

                                                           
25 The Hampshire Review, December 19, 1928, p. 5. 
26 The Hampshire Review, January 30, 1929, p. 5. 
27 Personal account from the author’s father George E. Herriott Sr. 
28 The Hampshire Review, November 9, 1955, p. 1. 
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working toward the Mineral line.  The road machines for the work from the Mineral line to Alaska are 

still on this side of the river, the contractor being afraid to risk taking them over the bridge and awaiting 

a fall of the river.”29  “Monday” was May 20, 1929.  The wire suspension bridge at Blues Beach had a 6-

ton load limit, its floor falling out in 1920 illustrating its rickety state.30  That Marrara & Albright’s 

equipment was on the Romney side of the river stands to reason because they had just completed the 

upgrade on the Romney-Blues Beach stretch of road.  They had to use a ford downriver from the bridge.  

Presumably the Blues Beach-Fort Ashby section was finished in 1930. 

In 1931, the County Court of Hampshire County returned sections of the old road to the property 

owners along the road.  One notice in The Hampshire Review read “Beginning at or near Hanging Rock 

at Isaac Parsons and sisters and running in a southwesterly direction from this point along the South 

Branch River through the lands of Isaac Parsons and sisters, Machir Vance and R. S. Kuykendall to a point 

on the State Road, Project 164-A, about one mile northeast of G. W. Parsons residence.”31  On the same 

page was a second notice reading “A strip of road in Springfield District, Hampshire County, West 

Virginia, beginning on the west side of the B. & O. tracks, at the east side of the gate leading into Charles 

Herriott’s property, at the west end of Hanging Rock and extending in a northeastern direction by the R. 

M. Washington farm to the Wire Bridge over the South Branch River, at or near Grace’s Station, 

Hampshire County, West Virginia.”  Most of the last ¾ of a mile of this second section was under the 

upgraded road except for a short section at the Blue Beach Tavern so this description is somewhat 

misleading.  The notices stated that the County Court on March 24, 1931 would “determine whether or 

not the said road would be discontinued as a County District road, or any public road of any kind 

whatsoever. “  Thus the old public road right-of-ways were returned to the property owners along each 

road section. 

Side roads off the main Romney-Springfield road  

About two miles north of Romney Buffalo Hollow Road (28/1) heads easterly from Route 28 and used to 

go all the way to Jersey Mountain Road (Map 6).  Local Confederates made use of this road during the 

Civil War.  For example, when Colonel Isaac Parsons wanted supplies from his home, the Parsons House 

next to the current Potomac Eagle Train Depot, and it was too risky to come through Romney from the 

Jersey Mountain area, he and Lt. John Blue came to the South Branch Valley from Jersey Mountain this 

way.  They could safely scout the South Branch Valley from the ridge, dubbed Point Lookout, on the 

north side of Buffalo Creek/Run near its mouth.32  The 2019 Topo map erroneously shows Buffalo 

Hollow Road open all the way to Jersey Mountain Road.  Currently it ends about two miles from Route 

28, being closed as a through-road for many years. 

A very early road left Mill Creek Mountain in a westerly direction (Map 7).  It passed through the 

Washington Farm, aka. Ridgedale, crossed the South Branch River, passed along Broad Run, aka Horn’s 

Run, to the top of Middle Ridge and down the other side coming out along Rinehart Run and ending at 

Ed Oats Road.  This road was known as Braddock’s Road locally.33  The only known basis for calling this 

                                                           
29 The Hampshire Review, May 22, 1929, p. 5. 
30 The Hampshire Review, June 16, 1920. 
31 The Hampshire Review, February 18, 1931, p. 5. 
32 Blue, Lt. John, Edited by Dan Oates, Hanging Rock Rebel, Burd Street Press, Shippensburg, PA, 1994, p. 29. 
33 Personal communication from George E. Herriott, Sr.  Also noted by Mrs. F. H. Heiskel in Notes on the History of 
Springfield, historichampshire.org:  “The old trail that Braddock used can still be found where it crosses the river at 
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Braddock Road is local tradition.  Possibly this was one of the several routes through the area used by 

General Braddock but it does seem rather out of the way compared with the other routes he used.  

Sections of this road, while unused for a very long time, are still evident. 

The author’s grandfather George Silas Herriott used the section of this road from the South Branch River 

to its end near the mouth of Rinehart Run around 1903-1904.  He lived on the farm just upriver from 

Broad Run and rode this road to court his future wife Helen Howison Rinehart who lived in the house 

where the road from Alaska to Keyser, now Ed Oats Road (46/14), crosses Rinehart Run.  The Anderson 

family has owned this house since the 1930’s after the passing of the author’s great-grandfather John 

Wilson Rinehart. 

At Blues Beach roads go to the east on both sides of the river.  While the general flow of the river is 

south to north, for a short distance here the river flows west to east.  On the south side of the river is 

Long Road (28/4) and on the north side is Camp Cliffside Road (28/5).  While both now dead end about a 

mile from the bridge, this has not always been the case.    Long Road was a very early road open from 

Blues Beach to Jersey Mountain Road.  In the 1790’s era it was called Newmantown Road, named for the 

Newman families who lived on the farms later owned by generations of the Long family, Fairfax Lots 37 

and 38.34  As shown by the 1921 USGS Topo map (Map 8), the Camp Cliffside road forded the river and 

ended at Long Road.  This ford was about 3000 yards (1-3/4 miles) below the bridge.  From the 

intersection of Camp Cliffside Road and Long Road, the road continued to Jersey Mountain Road (CR 5) 

near Three Churches. 

A tragic accident occurred on October 8, 1911 when Reverend Emmet Beverly Druen,35 the Presbyterian 

Minister living at Springfield, and Miss Sallie Walker Shannon36 were on their way from Springfield to the 

Presbyterian Church at Three Churches by horse and buggy.  Reverend Druen served Presbyterian 

churches at Springfield, Three Churches, Frankfort (Fort Ashby), Eusebia and Burlington.  The shortest 

way to Three Churches from Springfield at that time was by way of Blues Beach.  The alternate route by 

way of Millesons Mill and Points was considerably longer.  The river had suddenly risen about four feet 

the night before.  At Blues Beach, Reverend Druen decided to take the road on the north side of the 

river and ford the river rather than cross the bridge and take the road on the south side of the river.  The 

road this way was better and did not require going through gates.  This was thought to be the reason 

Reverend Druen chose this route rather than using the bridge to cross the river.  The river proved to be 

too high for fording and both Reverend Druen and Miss Shannon were drowned when they attempted 

to do so.37  Reverend Druen’s body was not found until eight days later38 and Miss Shannon’s not until 

eleven days later.39  Reverend Druen was 35 years old and Miss Shannon was seventeen. Newspaper 

accounts are given in Appendix II. 

                                                           
R. M. Washington's and crosses the ridge there.”  Mrs. F. H. Heiskel is better known as Mrs. Kate French Blue who 
taught at Springfield Grade School for many years.  She was the author’s first grade teacher. 
34 Lucian Herriott, email, January 28, 2022. 
35 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/120371497/emmet-beverly-druen 
36 https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/94233750/sha 
37 The Hampshire Review, October 11, 1911, p. 1. 
38 The Hampshire Review, October 18, 1911.p. 1. 
39 The Hampshire Review, October 25, 1911.p. 1. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/120371497/emmet-beverly-druen
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/94233750/sha
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Another very early road dating to the mid 1700’s also descended Jersey Mountain from the Three 

Churches area to the South Branch River. It was just north of the road described just above.  According 

to William H. Ansel,40 “An early road led down the western slope of Jersey Mountain from where Three 

Churches is now located to the South Branch and then crossed the stream at a point where a ferry was 

later established less than a mile from Parker’s mill.  It then led out of the bend of the river toward 

present Springfield, passing the fort location41 at a distance of about four hundred yards.  When and by 

whom this road was first constructed is unknown, but it is still in existence, and that portion lying on the 

western slope of the mountain is still being used.  It was one of the early trails leading from Winchester 

to the west, and it might well have antedated the road leading to Fort Ashby to Fort Edwards by way of 

present Springfield, Slanesville and Sandy Ridge, now known as Springfield Grade.” 42 This road down the 

western slope of Jersey Mountain is shown in red by Map 8.  It continued to Springfield by way of 

Millesons Mill, aka. Ross’s Mill and Abernathy’s Mill. 

In the late 1700’s era, this road had enough traffic to warrant a ferry for crossing the South Branch.  In 

1790, there were four ferries working the South Branch in Hampshire County according to Maxwell and 

Swisher.43  One was “where R. Parker lived at that time.”  Robert Parker lived on the Fairfax Lot 44 farm 

where Fort Parker was located, indicating the ferry served this road. 

Traveled since colonial times, the Romney-Springfield roads have evolved with the times.  Route 28 has 

seen sections moved and has been upgraded from a horse-and-wagon road to the busy two-lane 

modern highway.  Side roads that were once open to through traffic are now either dead end after a 

short distance and serving only local traffic or have been completely closed. 

 

                                                           
40 Ansel, William H., Jr, Frontier Forts Along the Potomac and Its Tributaries, McClain Printing Company, Parsons, 
WV, 1984, p. 153. 
41 Fort John Parker 
42 At the time of Mr. Ansel’s writing, the Springfield Grade Road encompassed the entire distance from Springfield 
to Capon Bridge.  With the establishment of the 911 addressing system, the section from Springfield to Points was 
renamed Springfield Pike, the section from Points to Slanesville was renamed Slanesvile Pike, and the section from 
Slanesville to Capon Bridge was renamed Cold Stream Road. 
43 Maxwell and Swisher, History of Hampshire County, West Virginia, p. 280. 



8 
 

 Map 1 
2019 USGS Topo Map showing the current Route 28 between Romney and Springfield 

(highlighted in blue) 
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 MAP 2 
The road between Romney and Springfield before 1788 in red compared with the 

current Route 28 in blue 
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Map 2A 
The road between Romney and Wapocomo until 1928 in red compared with the current 

Route 28 in blue 
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Map 2B 
The road between Wapocomo and Blues Beach before 1788 in red compared with the 

current Route 28 in blue 
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Map 2C 
Crossing the South Branch at Blues Beach by bridges and fording 
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 Map 3 
The road between Romney and Springfield from 1788 until 1928 in red compared with the 

current Route 28 in blue 
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Map 3A 
The road between Wapocomo and Blues Beach from 1788 until 1928 in red compared to the 

current Route 28 in blue 
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Map 4 
Old crossroad in red in Springfield replaced in 1929 by a sweeping curve in gray 
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Map 5 
The 1929 upgrade straightened and improved grade of road on west side of Middle 

Ridge (current Route 28 in gray and earlier road in red as taken from a 1921 USGS 

Topo map) 
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Map 6 
1921 USGS Topo Map showing the road up Buffalo Hollow to the Jersey Mountain Road 

near Three Churches 

 

Map 7 
An early road known locally as the Braddock Road 
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Map 8 
Old roads from Springfield to Three Churches on 1921 Topo Map.  Info relating to Blues Beach-

Jersey Mountain Road and Druen-Shannon Drowning in blue.  The early road (mid 1700’s) from 

Jersey Mountain to the South Branch River and related info in red. 
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Appendix I 

Fatal Bus-Truck Accident at Wapocomo 
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Appendix II 

Two Drowned Crossing the South Branch River 
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Appendix III 

Section of 1891 Topo Map Showing the Ford near Blues Beach 

 

 

 


