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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY CELEBRATES ITS 250™ BIRTHDAY!

Many events are taking place to celebrate this 250th 
anniversary. On May 1, an official ceremony was held 
at the Courthouse, attended by over 100 people. It was a 
moving event, with Judge Donald Cookman as the key
note speaker. Music, bunting, and flags lent a festive air.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, a giant birthday 
cake was served by Chef Harv of Gourmet Central in 
front of the Courthouse.

Most of the attendees then moved on to the luncheon 
at the Romney Bottling Works, also catered by Chef 
Harv. Madeline Blue and Norma Clise gave reflections 
on the history of the county, as well as their personal 
memories of times past.

We thank Chris Davis and the Romney Rotary Club 
for sponsoring the May 1 events in commemoration of 
the day that Hampshire County was formed, May 1, 
1754.

Later in the week, the West Virginia Schools for the 
Deaf and the Blind presented a dinner-theater, “Honey in 
the Rock,” portraying some of the history of West 
Virginia, which was well attended.

On June 7, the Capon Bridge United Methodist 
Church had a very special service and presentation 
remembering the early history of the church. Dr. Carr of 
West Virginia Weslyan College, in appropriate period 
dress, represented Francis Asbury, an early circuit rider 
and church leader in America, who played an important 
role in the Methodist Church in this country. Asbury 
kept a detailed journal of his travels in America, so we 
know that he visited Hampshire County numerous times 
in the mid-nineteenth century.

June 5th was a full day of activities. Confederate 
Memorial Day began at 8:30 a.m. as Brenda and Rachael 
Hiett accompanied members of the Thirteenth Virginia 
Volunteer Infantry to visit a half dozen small cemeteries 
across the county. At each stop, flowers and flags were 
placed on the graves of Civil War soldiers. The honor 
roll of soldiers was read and a brief ceremony marked 
the somber event. Light rain fell at the Quaker Cemetery 
west of Capon Bridge, but this did not deter those 
gathered there to pay honor to our fallen soldiers.

By early afternoon the group had reached Romney, 
where John Pancake was the featured speaker at Taggart 
Hall, reminiscing about the history of the county and the 
Civil War. Then the Thirteenth Virginia Volunteer 
Infantry representatives marched from the Courthouse to 
Indian Mound Cemetery, where the handmade garland 
was draped around the Confederate Memorial during a 
moving ceremony.

The second highlight of the day was the celebration 
of the 25th anniversary of the South Branch Railroad, at 
the Wappacomo Station north of Romney. Senator Jay 
Rockefeller and other dignitaries spoke of the impor
tance of the railroad in the county’s history, and they 
foresee a growing future for the railroad here. Madeline 
Blue and Charles Hall spoke about the history and the 
250th Anniversary celebrations going on this year.

Senator Rockefeller presented Mrs. Blue with a copy 
of the statement he had read into the Congressional 
Record concerning Hampshire County’s 250th anni
versary. The event closed with a very special reception 
aboard the train.

Farm Day at Fort Edwards, June 26, was highlighted 
by the dedication of a stone monument to the soldiers 
who fought in the French and Indian War. The theme of

Confederate Memorial Day, 2004. Rachael and Brenda Hiett 
accompanied members of the Thirteenth Virginia Volunteer Infantry 

to cemeteries throughout the county to honor fallen soldiers.



Farm Day this year was “Guarding the Farmers,” to 
remember the 250'*' anniversary of the French and Indian 
War, which began in 1754, the same year that Hamp
shire County was created.

Hampshire Heritage Days was September 9-12 this 
year, with tours, food, music, arts, crafts and something 
to interest everyone in the family.

In early November, the new museum in Capon 
Bridge will be opened in the Dr. Gardner building at the 
Capon Bridge Library. The exhibit will be “Beautiful 
Cacapon Valley.”

Library Exhibits
Another of the Hampshire County 250111 anniversary 

projects is a series of monthly exhibits at the Hampshire 
County Library and the Capon Bridge Library, featuring 
topics of historical interest.

The May history exhibit, sponsored by the Hampshire 
County Community Education Outreach Service (or 
CEOS) Clubs, featured our one-room schools. The June 
exhibit was about the Civil War in Hampshire County, 
and was organized by Rob Wolford.

For July, Margaret Shrewsbury organized an exhibit 
about the history of our churches. August highlighted 
“The Outdoors.” The September exhibit now on display 
is “Historic Homes and Inns.”

These exhibits have gotten excellent reviews from the 
many people who have seen them. Funding 
assistance was provided by the West Virginia 
Humanities Council, a state program of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities.

Anniversary Book
The commemorative book, Hampshire County, West 

Virginia, 1754-2004, is now available. It is edited by 
Roberta Munske and Wilmer L. Kerns, and contains 
articles about Hampshire County’s history by over 80 
authors, each a subject matter authority.

The book sells for $31.75, tax included, and may be 
purchased at Taggart Hall or Anderson’s Comer in 
Romney, and at the Capon Bridge Library or Capon 
Chapel Beauty Salon. To order by mail, make your 
check to HCCVB, add $4.00 for shipping and send it to: 

HCCVB/H250 Book 
91 South High Street 
Romney, WV 26757

Over 200 copies of this book have been donated to 
the Hampshire County school system, and were placed 
free in every classroom.

Special Limited Edition
In addition to the regular edition of the anniversary 

book Hampshire County, West Virginia, 1754-2004, 
arrangements are being made with Mount Pleasant 
Bookbinders for a very special limited numbered edition 
of 30 copies for serious book collectors or connoisseurs.

Mount Pleasant Bookbinders is an old family book
binder located in Hampshire County that does specialty 
hand binding and repair of books using old methods and 
tools. This limited edition will be quarter-bound in 
leather, gold-embossed, with a matching slipcase.

The Limited Edition books will sell at $200.00 plus 
6% WV sales tax. For more information or to order, call 
Roberta Munske at (304) 856-3019.

Mill Run Cemetery Query
Mrs. Harriet Griffith is looking for anyone who 

knows about the history of the Mill Run Cemetery on the 
Peterkin Conference Center property. She has visited 
the cemetery and taken photographs, but would like 
further history. If you have information to share, please 
send it to:

Mrs. Harriet D. Griffith
124 Hermitage Dr.
Martinsburg, WV 25401

2004 Christmas Ornament 
French and Indian War Fort Chosen

This year’s ornament is special indeed. On the 
anniversary of Hampshire County’s 250l)l birthday, Fort 
Van Meter is a very appropriate selection for the 2004 
Christmas ornament. The origin of the fort coincides 
with the birth of Hampshire County. The cream-colored 
glass ball boasts an original drawing by Janet Harlow on 
the front side and bears the Hampshire250 logo in green 
and gold on the back imprint.

Located on lot number two of the Fairfax River 
Survey, which was conveyed to Henry Van Meter by 
Thomas, Lord Fairfax, on June 11, 1749, the structure 
was created of local stone for the Isaac Van Meter 
family by Nathaniel Kuykendall or his son Isaac, both 
skilled stone masons.

The structure is nineteen feet long, thirteen feet, eight 
inches wide, and stands twelve feet high. The fort is 
covered by a gable roof of wood shingles with loopholes 
staggered in the walls, allowing the occupants to fire out 
at the enemy.

The east side has five loopholes with the north and 
west sides having two each. The south end of the fort 
was open and attached to a log cabin that fell into 
disrepair and disappeared. The stone walls are fifteen 
inches thick with the embrasures measuring fourteen 
inches in length and three inches in width, being flared 
on the inside to allow the shooter to point right or left.

A hand-dug well provided water for the Isaac Van 
Meter family and also for the neighboring families of 
Luke Decker, Conrad Hoffman, Samuel Drew, Garrett 
Decker, William Miller and members of the nearby



Kuykendall family. In 1763, during Pontiac’s War, 
Luke Decker was killed by Indians near the fort.

The property was owned by the Van Meter family 
and its descendants until 1833 when it became the prop
erty of William Miller. Thomas French and George 
Stump became the owners in 1845. The holding was 
deeded to James Stump in 1870 and then to Robert 
White, trustee, and finally to James Sloan in 1879.

James Sloan deeded the property to his daughter, 
Hannah, wife of William Kuykendall on July 3, 1882. 
Their son Michael Blue Kuykendall bequeathed the 
property to his wife, Edith.

Edith Kuykendall was an excellent manager of the 
750 acre farm where she raised four children and also 
restored the stone fort which remains today. It is a stoic 
reminder that violence and death once lurked along the 
peaceful and scenic South Branch River. (Article by 
Brenda Hiett. Information for this article was obtained 
from Frontier Forts Along the Potomac and Its Tribu
taries, by William H. Ansel Jr., and Historic Hampshire, 
edited by Selden Brannon.)

The French and Indian War-era Fort Van Meter is featured 
on this year's special HCHS Christmas ornament, 
honoring Hampshire County's 25(f>' Anniversary.

Hampshire Heritage Music CD Now Available
Another special anniversary project was the recording 

of heritage music during the past year. Thanks to a grant 
from the West Virginia Humanities Council, Michael 
and Carrie Kline were hired to professionally record 
over 50 local musicians. The focus is on Old Time and 
Gospel music handed down from generation to gener
ation.

A 2-CD set of this music, “All Smiles Tonight,” has 
just been published, along with an accompanying 
booklet of the same name. The booklet is authored by 
Dr. Michael Kline, with notes from Dr. Wilmer L. 
Kerns, and also contains photographs of the recording 
sessions. The cover photograph, by Hampshire County 
artist Janet Harlow, features the Wilson-Wodrow- 
Mytinger House, the oldest existing home in Romney.

The CD retails for $20, the booklet for $ 10, or both 
for $28, including tax, and they are available at the 
HCCVB Visitor Center, Taggart Hall, 91 South High 
Street, Romney, WV 26757.

H250 Collectibles
In addition to the book and CD set, the Hamp- 

shire250 Committee has also produced a limited number 
of commemorative pens, mugs and kitchen magnets, 
which are on sale at Taggart Hall in Romney. For more 
information, call Janet Harlow at (304) 822-7221.

We are looking for a new HCHS Newsletter editor. If 
you are interested, call Brenda Hiett or Roberta Munske.

Contacts:
Bob Smith, HCHS President (304) 496-7018
Paula Nesmith, HCHS Vice President 856-3260
Alanna McGuinn, HCHS Secretary 856-3805
Brenda Hiett, HCHS Treasurer 856-2623
Roberta Munske, Newsletter and 
Hampshire 250 Committee Coordinator 856-3019

Hampshire County Historical Society 
Post Office Box 549 
Augusta, WV 26704

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2004

Name_________________________ _________

Street_________

City__________________ ________________ _

State_____________________Zip_____________ ■

0*1° Individual EJ $18 Couple C7 $35 Organizations

Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips & Tows

*******

MUSEUM OF THE TOWN OF CAPON BRIDGE

Enclosed is a donation of $_________ for use on this
project.


