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2003 NEWSLETTER E1RST-SECOND QUARTER

GRANT FUNDS RECEIVED FOR 250™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Hampshire 250 Plans Underway
You all probably know that Hampshire is West Vir

ginia’s oldest county, formed on May I, 1754. We will 
celebrate our 250"' anniversary in 2004. The Hampshire 
County 25011' Anniversary Committee now falls under 
the newly-created Hampshire County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau (HCCVB). Madeline Blue and Roberta 
Munske are chairmen of the Hampshire 250 Committee. 
The committee has received two grants this year to use 
for planning the celebration. With the help of Delegate 
Jerry Mezzatesta, we received a $5,000 Fairs and 
Festivals grant, which was used as matching funds to 
secure a $20,000 grant from the West Virginia 
Humanities Council. A number of projects are under 
way, based on this new funding.

The Story of Hampshire County
The committee is preparing a commemorative book. 

The Story of Hampshire County, to be on sale by 2004. 
The book will contain over 80 short chapters on many 
facets of our county and its history. Each chapter is 
authored by a knowledgeable person on the subject. The 
Hampshire Review is partnering in the publication of this 
book. Wilmer Kerns and Bob Flanagan will work with 
Roberta Munske as editors. The first draft of the book is 
nearing completion. For more information about the 
book, contact Roberta Munske at (304) 856-3019.

School History Curriculum
The grant will help establish a special 2004 

curriculum for Hampshire County schools as part of the 
250th anniversary, and a copy of the commemorative 
book will be placed in every classroom in the county. 
County School Superintendent Friend has approved the 
idea, and Paula O’Brien is the School Board staff 
coordinator. Steve Bailes, 8th grade teacher at Capon 
Bridge Middle School, and Alanna McGuinn, also a 
teacher, are developing the curriculum.

Library Exhibits and Weekly Articles
Another aspect of the celebration will be monthly 

history exhibits in both the Romney and Capon Bridge 
libraries throughout the year of 2004. The Hampshire

Review will run weekly articles about our county’s rich 
history and highlighting events throughout the year.

Heritage Music CO
Steve Ritz, Paul Roomsburg, and Andy Herbaugh are 

volunteering their time to research our local music 
history. A professional folklore musician will be hired 
to record local artists playing music from our past.

Capon Bridge Museum
As reported in the last HCHS Newsletter, the Capon 

Bridge Library Board is planning to convert the 
charming old dentist's office on their property into a 
museum of the town of Capon Bridge, to open in 2004. 
HCHS and the Capon Bridge Friends of the Library have 
each promised $3,000 to this project. Individual 
donations are also being sought to make this dream a 
reality. If you want to donate to the museum, you can 
use the enclosed membership form.

Cemetery Index
Wayne McGahuey continues to visit the many small 

cemeteries in Hampshire County and has collected infor
mation on more than half of the over 300 sites. The 
humanities grant will help to hire someone to create an 
index of all the individual graves based on this 
information.

Signs and Kiosks
Watch this summer for handsome new signs at either 

end of Route 50 welcoming visitors to Hampshire 
County, “West Virginia's Oldest County.” In addition, 
Chelsea O’Brien is designing a series of kiosks that will 
be moved around the county, inviting participation in the 
250th Anniversary celebration. Hampshire 250 front 
license plates are also in the planning.

Join in on the Planning!
Anyone interested is invited to attend the Hampshire 

250 Committee meeting, the second Monday of each 
month, 3 p.m., at Taggart Hall in Romney. A year-long 
schedule of activities is being planned; be sure that your 
organization is sponsoring some part of the celebration, 
and/or is recognized in the commemorative book.



Romney Rotary to Sponsor May 1, 2004 Celebration
The Romney Rotary Club is organizing a major 

celebration for May I, the day that Hampshire County 
came into being. This is expected to be the highlight of 
the year 2004. and a truly memorable event.

The Rotary Club, a major contributor to our county’s 
community life, was the original sponsor of the annual 
Hampshire Heritage Days, so we know they are up to the 
job!

National Register of Historic Places
For a county with such a long and interesting history, 

Hampshire has remarkably few places named on the 
National Register - only about a half dozen! One of the 
Hampshire 250 Committee goals is to increase aware
ness of this program and to encourage owners to 
consider whether their property might be appropriate for 
this honor.

In order to do this, plans are being made to hold a 
one-day workshop on what the National Register is and 
on how to apply. We hope to have experts on hand to 
explain the process and help owners understand and fill 
out the paperwork required for registration.

The workshop will be scheduled for late summer or 
fall of 2003. and will be sponsored by the General 
Federation Womens Club (GFWC) of Romney. Mary 
French Barbe is the Chairman of this activity. Anyone 
interested may contact Roberta Munske. 856-3019.

Old Willow Chapel School Needs a New Roof
Anyone who ever attended a one-room school knows 

how special these buildings are. Hampshire County was 
once dotted with these memorable old buildings, but 
they are fast disappearing! One notable exception is 
Willow Chapel School, but it needs our help.

The old Willow Chapel School in Capon Springs was 
given to Willow Chapel Church by Denta Dunlap, and 
sits next to the church. It was Denta's wish that the old 
school house be maintained, but if that was not possible, 
she instructed that it be torn down. What a sad thing that 
would be!

Because the old school house is of both historical and 
sentimental value, the Willow Chapel congregation has 
formed a committee and a designated fund in an attempt 
to salvage the old school. They plan to restore the old 
school house back to its original look, and open it as a 
simple museum, reflecting the days gone by of the old 
one-room school. They hope to return the inside to a 
classroom atmosphere with desks, benches, chalkboards, 
old pictures, a historical listing of students and teachers 
and an old potbelly stove, too.

Your help is needed on this worthy project. First, if 
you have any of the items mentioned above to donate, 
contact Johnny Oates at (304) 874-3703 or Barry Lupton 
at (304) 874-3154. But more than that, money is needed 
to repair the roof, steps, and other parts of the building

itself, flic goal is $5,000. No matter how small, your 
contribution will make a difference. Make your check 
payable to the Willow Chapel School I louse Fund and 
send it Betty Tharp, P.O. Box 173, Wardcnsville, WV 
26851.

Willow Chapel School in Capon Springs, built circa 1895. Without a 
new roof it may have to be torn down. You can help save it!

Request for Genealogy Information: Ashby
The following letter was received from Beulah 

Brogan:
I 'm very interested in some of the projects that 

are being researched and collected for those of us who 
have ancestors from Hampshire County. My family goes 
way back to colonial days.

Any family buried in the local cemeteries - and if 
there were small schools at that time with their names, 
would be greatly appreciated.

Also the collection of Heritage music interests 
our whole family, how far back does the music go?

Our family name is "Ashby. ”
If you have information to share about the Ashby 

family, please send it to:
Beulah Brogan 
536 E. 17th St.
Lockport, IL 60441

Contacts:
Bob Smith, HCHS President (304) 496-7018
Paula Nesmith. HCHS Vice President 856-3260
Alanna McGuinn, HCHS Secretary 856-3805
Brenda Hiett, HCHS Treasurer 856-2623
Roberta Munske, Newsletter and 

Hampshire 250 Committee Coordinator 856-3019
Wayne McGahuey, Cemeteries 856-3274



Yellow Spring Heritage House Tour
Those of you who enjoyed last year's I leritage Tour 

of Bloomery will he pleased to hear that there will be 
another Heritage Tour this year as part of Hampshire 
Heritage Days.

This year’s tour will feature the Yellow Spring area, 
in the southeast corner of the county. It is sponsored by 
the Cacapon Continuing Education Outreach Service 
(CEOS) Club, formerly the I lomemakers.

Three houses will be shown, The Mielzarek home. 
The Octagon house, and the Asa Cline House B&B.

Near the Octagon House, the Willow Chapel Church 
and Willow Chapel School will also be open for the tour. 
You can see for yourself the charm of this great old 
school that is being preserved for a museum.

Three additional churches are on the tour: The 
Hebron Church, Timber Ridge United Church of Christ, 
and the Shiloh Church in Lehew. All three have 
significant old cemeteries that will intrigue genealogists 
and historians among you.

The Yellow Spring Mill is an important landmark in 
Yellow Spring. Unfortunately, the mill itself has been 
closed for some time, and is no longer safe to enter, so it 
is not on the tour. However, the Mill Office next door 
will be open with information about the mill and the 
history of the Yellow Spring community.

The Cacapon CEOS Club will host the tour, and will 
serve refreshments at one of the stops. Local 
photographer, Lynn Golemon, has made beautiful photo
graphic greeting cards, featuring some of the sites on the 
tour, which will be on sale the day of the tour.

The tour will be on Sunday, September 7. from 12 
noon to 5 p.m. Tickets for the tour are $7.00, and may 
be purchased in advance at the Taggart Hall Visitor 
Center in Romney or the Capon Bridge Library. On the 
day of the tour, they may also be purchased at the 
Heritage Days Information Booth, at Timber Ridge 
Church, and at the Yellow Spring Mill Office.

The Asa Cline House B&B is the epitome 
of Yellow Spring hospitality.

The Carrier House, now the Mielzarek home, on Route 259 has the 
elegant double porches often seen on houses in the Cacapon I 'alley..

The unique Octagon House near Capon Springs 
is a rare example of this style of building.

Hampshire County Historical Society 
Post Office Box 549 
Augusta. WV 26704

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2003

Name_____________________________________ __

Street________________________________________

City__________________________________________

State ________________ Zip ____________

/ / $10 Individual / / $18 Couple / / $35 Organizations

Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter. Field Trips & Tours

*******

MUSEUM OE THE TOWN OF CAPON BRIDGE

Enclosed is a donation of $_________ for use on this
project.



Hampshire County 
Historical Society
Post Office Box 549 

Augusta, WV 26704

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
WILL BE PAYABLE IN 
JANUARY OF EACH YEAR.
If your membership is due, please send it in. 
Thank you for your prompt attention.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 28, Saturday, 10 to 4, Farm Day at Fort Edwards, 
celebrating over 250 years of farming in Hampshire 
County. Farm equipment and animals, farmers’ market, 
arts and crafts, food and fun for the whole family.
August 9. September 13, October 11, 2nd Saturday, 10
to 2, Farmers Market and Artisan Demonstrations at Fort 
Edwards.
September 6-7, Saturday and Sunday, Hampshire 
Heritage Days.
September 6, Saturday, 10 to 4, French and Indian War 
Heritage Day at Fort Edwards.
September 7. Sunday, 12 to 5, Yellow Spring House 
Tour, sponsored by the Cacapon CEOS Club.


