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HAMPSHIRE HERITAGE DAYS HIGHLIGHTS COUNTY HISTORY

HCHS DISPLAY
Hampshire Heritage Days, September 7-10, was 

again a great success, with fun and interesting activities 
for people of all ages. Brenda Hietl manned the HCHS 
display at Taggart Hall and displayed this year's 
Christmas ornament featuring the Yellow Spring Mill. 
Adam Hielt again helped out with logistics.

TAGGART HALL ADDITION PROVIDES NEW 
DISPLAY SPACE

The handsome new addition to Taggart Hall provided 
space for several new exhibits, including a fascinating 
collection of model trains and train memorabilia. The 
building will eventually house the Fort Mill Ridge 
Museum, focusing on Civil War History, with additional 
space for temporary exhibits. It also houses the Romney 
Chamber of Commerce and information center. On 
Saturday afternoon the new porch provided the stage for 
“Sparky” Rucker’s Civil War songs and stories.

The First National Bank was the location of a 
remarkable collection of local antique furniture, 
including an 18lh century desk from the Caudy family.

CAPON BRIDGE FEATURES FORT EDWARDS 
VISITOR CENTER DEDICATION AND TOUR OF 
EDWARDS-BELFORD HOUSE

It has been several years since Capon Bridge hosted 
Heritage Days activities, so it was heartening to see the 
fine turnout there on Saturday, September 9. The 
dedication of the Fort Edwards Visitor Center and Open 
House drew over 150 people. In addition, the “Edwards- 
Belford House” on Springfield Grade Road was open to 
the public for the first time.

This house was built by a grand-nephew of the early 
settler, Joseph Edwards, who built Fort Edwards. It is 
currently owned by the Tooley family, who graciously 
opened the house for tours in conjunction with the 
dedication of Fort Edwards.

Thomas Edwards III built the Edwards-Belford 
House in 1823. Located at the base of Edwards 
Mountain, the house sits on Edwards Run. It is one of

the few remaining homes of the original Edwards family 
of Hampshire County. Although it is no longer standing, 
the home of Thomas Edwards, Jr. was originally across 
the street. Situated on the other side of Edwards 
Mountain was the home of Thomas Edward I. It too, is 
gone.

The home reputedly once served as a stagecoach stop 
on the Underground Railroad. Escaped slaves, ac
cording to lore, hid in a stone cubbyhole that still 
remains in the cellar. A gunsmith shop was operated on 
the site during the 19'1' century.

Confederate veteran Edward Belford bought the 
home about 1900. Although he had lost one of his hands 
when shot near Slanesviile during the war, he operated a 
blacksmith shop next to the house. He and his wife lived 
until the 1920’s. Their widowed daughter-in-law, 
Melissa Belford, moved into the house during the 1930’s 
with her 12 children after their own home across the 
street burned down. These 13 people lived in the small 
two-bedroom house. Melissa's husband was John 
McClellan Belford. but everybody called him Mack 
Belford. Mack had died in a car accident in the 1920's, 
before his wife and children moved into the house. The 
Belfords owned the house until the late 1950's.

Peter Timosenko bought the property around 1970. 
He and his wife renovated the house in the early 1980's 
but they never lived in it. They are both now deceased. 
The Tooley family bought the house from their estate in 
1998.

The lot is two acres and abuts Edw'ards Run. The 
layout of the house has remained largely unchanged 
since the 1930’s. It is a wood frame house. The old half 
of the house has exposed pine ceilings and beams. The 
first floor is supported by logs. The foundation is stone. 
There are two stone chimneys and three fireplaces. The 
Tooleys have made no further structural changes to the 
house, but they have built a free-standing screened porch 
in the back yard and a pedestrian bridge over Edwards 
Run. The Tooleys are interested in any other history on 
the house. If you have more information, please call 
Mark Tooley at (202) 969-8430 during the week.



HCIIS TOUR OF CONCORD
As part of the ongoing series of tours of places of 

historic interest in Hampshire County, a tour of Concord 
is being arranged. Concord was an old community, just 
off Route 259 in eastern Hampshire County, about two 
miles north of Yellow Spring.

The site is now owned and operated by Rob and Dave 
Stutts as a recreational camp and retreat. Two buildings 
remain of the original community, including the general 
store and post office. The tour is tentatively planned for 
the second Sunday afternoon in November. Call Brenda 
Hiett (856-2623) or Roberta Munske (856-3019) for 
details of lime and place to meet.

SPECIAL EDITION OF THE “BALLAD OF THE 
BATTLE OF GREAT CACAPEHON” PUBLISHED

In conjunction with the Dedication of the Fort 
Edwards Visitor Center, The Fort Edwards Foundation 
has published a special limited numbered edition of 100 
copies of the “Ballad of the Battle of Great Cacapehon,” 
by Charles C. Hall. Printed on high quality paper, this is 
a handsome collector’s item.

The Ballad tells the story of the French and Indian 
War in what is now Hampshire County, and the battle on 
April 18, 1756 that took place near Fort Edwards. 
Captain John Fenton Mercer and 16 of his men were 
killed in the battle. As the ballad's refrain says:

They paid the price of glory;
They paid their country's due.
They shed their blood by the riverside 
To save this land for you.

Copies of the Ballad are available for $10.00 from 
The Fort Edwards Foundation, PO Box 623, Capon 
Bridge, WV 26711. Profits go to support the work of 
the Foundation.

REPEAT OF CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS HOUSE
Last Year’s “Christmas Traditions House” at Hooks 

Tavern was such a success that we are planning to repeat 
it again this December. It will again feature local arts 
and antiques and profits will go to the Fort Edwards 
Finishing Fund Campaign. Plan to do your Christmas 
shopping there. Look for more details next month in the 
Hampshire Review.

METHODIST CHURCHES SPONSOR HISTORY 
TOUR: BETHEL CHURCH

The Capon Valley Co-operative Parish sponsored the 
first of several historical tours on Sunday, October 8, 
2000. The featured churches were Bethel United 
Methodist Church, pastored by Rob Lovett II, and North 
River United Methodist Church, pastored by Patrick 
Kerr. This article describes the visit to Bethel United 
Methodist Church, and a future article will report on the 
North River Mills Church.

Standing on a small knoll at a bend in the Parishville 
Road. Bethel is a living remnant of the community 
known as I ronc, Virginia. The church’s history was 
given by member Clark Nall, whose devotion and 
affection for Bethel was evident in his demeanor as he 
spoke of the church's creation.

On December 6, 1838, the Muse and Allen families 
provided land for the church as stated in deed book 68. 
The deed was actually witnessed two years later in 1840. 
The earliest structure, which faced the east toward North 
Mountain, was log and probably predated the deed itself. 
The present building was erected around 1870 and 
dedicated in 1885. All the lumber and building materials 
were furnished by the families in the area, bearing names 
which are still familiar today: Muse, Giffin, LaFollette, 
etc.

A one room school was also located on the grounds. 
It featured handmade desks and a large stove that 
provided warmth for the attending twenty-five students. 
Due to a scarcity of teachers, the school was closed in 
1920, and the church shelter is located on the same spot. 
Only the school’s original outhouse remains.

Deed book 113 shows that more ,d was acquired on 
July 21, 1894. During the period after the War Between 
the Slates, the word South was added to the church 
name. Bethel was part of Hampshire County, Virginia, 
but became part of Frederick County when West 
Virginia was created during the war. The Reconstruc
tion Period after the turmoil was a difficult time for 
many churches struggling to survive the ravages of war.

The interior of Bethel was embellished with murals 
on the ceiling and walls by John W. Nall, a talented 
artist and wood carver. Much of the sassafras wood 
work in the pulpit area was also created by him. A 
leaking roof and rain damaged the ceiling; today only 
the painting of God’s angel behind the pulpit and the 
word Bethel above it remain as examples of this man’s 
God-given talent. The church has retained its antique 
chandelier, original window, pews, and door as well as a 
beautifully carved organ. The stone fence enclosing the 
church and cemetery was erected during the 1930's and 
contains both local and imported stone hauled in by 
horse and wagon.

In 1975, Newton B. Shingleton, who married a Miss 
Parish from the area, donated the great sum of $75,000 
to the church. These funds provided for an addition, 
electric heat, the bricking of the church exterior, and the 
erection of a shelter.

One of the earliest ministers at Bethel was John T. 
Trone. Sent by the Baltimore Conference, he met and 
married a local girl, Mary Muse, on January 5, 1859. 
Their happiness was short-lived; the relationship ended 
with the death of Pastor John Trone just nine months 
later. Mary remained his widow until her death in 
January 1911. The Trones are buried side by side in the 
cemetery.



Even a short life span can have a lasting impact. This 
is certainly true lor this early minister. The area that was 
known as Back Creek Valley, now became the commun
ity of Tronc. The post office at Tronc was established in 
1900. The community contained several homes as well 
as the school, church, and post office. Ed I look, a local 
entrepreneur, ran several businesses simultaneously: a 
flour mill, a sawmill, an ice house, a store and a still. 
The store structure remains. With the closure of the post 
office in 1931-2, Trone's identity began to slip away. 
The older local people still use the name Tronc to refer 
to the church's location.

Bethel's cemetery is as varied and interesting as the 
church. Nine Confederate soldiers arc buried within its 
stone wall, among them Snowden Anderson, Robert B. 
Muse and Bartholomew Giffin. Bartholomew Giffin's

The marker of Bartholomew Giffin, Confederate soldier.

story is particularly poignant. Walking home from the 
war, he rested there on the porch and — died. The 
cemetery also contains an above ground stone crypt 
covered with a white marble slab inscribed Lucinda 
Pinkcy Muse, June 22, 1842. She was the first burial in 
the cemetery, and the daughter ol Robert Muse and his 
wife who helped found the church.

Today, Bethel has been infused with new life 
provided by Pastor Rob and a list of members num
bering twenty-eight and growing. May all who enter its 
doors and walk the churchyard recognize the truly 
unique jewel that is Bethel.

f uture issues of the HCHS Newsletter will report on 
the visit to the North River Mills United Methodist 
Church and subsequent church tours as they take place.

The while marble slab in the foreground marks the grave 
of Lucinda Pinkey Muse, the first person buried in the 

Bethel cemetery, in 1842.
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THE HISTORY ETC CLUB FORMED AT HAMP
SHIRE HIGH

It is always good news when young people take the 
initiative and become active in learning abut their 
community and their heritage. Therefore we welcome 
the newly-formed The History Etc. (T.II.E.) Club at 
Hampshire High School. The club is dedicated to 
promoting interest in the social sciences. Among other 
projects, the club is going to organize the Division III 
Social Studies Fair.

Officers include Brittany Hicks, President; Heather 
Lee, Vice President; Daniel Chambers. Treasurer; and 
Asrna Martadha. Secretary. Their sponsor is Mr. Sean 
Groves.

We wish T.H.E. Club great success and look forward 
to hearing more about their projects.

Note:
Your dues are
/ / paid in full as a life member. 
/ / paid for 2000 
/ / due now

[calendar of events

Nov 12, Sunday - Tour of Concord Recreational Camp 
for MCI IS members; see article. (Tentative; call Brenda 
to confirm.)
Nov. 24-25, Friday <& Saturday - FICUS will attend the 
annual Capon Bridge Auxiliary Christmas Bazaar at the 
Capon Bridge Fire Hall, US Route 50. The Society will 
sell Christmas ornaments and conclude the annual raffle. 
Dec. 1, Friday. 6:30 PM -The annual Christmas party 
will take place during the decoration of the Hampshire 
County Courthouse and erection of the Christmas tree. 
Bring goodies and help!
Dec. 1-23 - Plans are again underway to sponsor the 
Christmas Traditions House at Flooks Tavern in Capon 
Bridge to benefit the Fort Edwards Visitor Center 
Finishing Fund. Plan to do your Christmas shopping 
there.

For more information, or if you wish to help with any of 
these activities, call Brenda Hiett, 856-2623.
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