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OLD STONE HOUSE CHOSEN
Each year the 

Hampshire County 
Historical Society 
chooses a signifi
cant site to recog
nize on a Christ
mas ornament. Af
ter touring the 
Sloan Parker 
House in 1996, the 
group has selected 
this 1790 stone 

house as the featured structure on the society's 1997 bulb.
For tlie book Historic Hampshire. Mrs. John Parker wrote a background 

history of Ihe house and its inhabitants.
Sailing from his home in Monaghan County, Ireland, Richard Sloan 

came to America. He arrived on the first passenger vessel from England 
after the Revolutionary War. Although he had paid his passage fare before 
boarding the ship in Ireland, he was charged once again when he landed 
here in America. Not being able to pay, Richard was sold to David Van 
Horn as an indentured servant. A few months later he eloped with Van 
Horn's daughter, Charlotte. (Both of their graves are located in the cem
etery near the Stone House.)

Richard and Charlotte went to Baltimore. While there, they saw some 
fine cattle which had been raised in Hardy County near Old Fields, and the 
couple then decided to move to Hardy County. However they got no fur
ther than Romney. Moving west a few miles, Richard and Charlotte built 
the Stone House which is still standing on Route 50 just east of Mill Creek 
at Moorefield Junction. The original Sloan-Parker House was built of na
tive stone, and the wall tapered from thirty-six inches to twelve inches with 
fireplaces in most of the rooms. The attic timbers were secured with wooden 
pins. The ground floor or "keeping rooms" served as dining room and kitchen 
while the large fireplace was used for cooking along wth a small, outside 
"summer kitchen". When a large horn announced the arrival of the stage
coach, meals were served to travelers. The Parker family ran the stage line 
from Green Spring, which was an early train stop, to Moorefield.

A skilled weaver' * ade, Richard taught his sons the profession. This
profitable business operated six looms and their counterpanes became fa-

(See OLD STONE HOUSE on Page 3)
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Carter. Nimrod
Bom Virgnia, January 2,1832 and 
who was in Johnson County, MO 
in 1860. Information requested by 
Ellen Carter, 2743 Kismet, Hous
ton, TX 77043-1720.

Rock, Jacob
Hampshire Co. WV and Allegh
eny Co. MD in late 1700's and 
early 1800's. Information re
quested by Donna Rock, 510 
Berkshire Dr. 108-C, Lorrain, OH 
44055.

Robv. Henry
Born Virginia 1771, moved to 
Madison Co. OH 1800's. Re
quested by Richard C. Beitel, 
4912 Andrea Ave., Armadale, VA 
22003.

Nelson. John Henry
Lived Hampshire Co., married 
Hannah Anderson 1832, also 
Warner Nelson married Susan 
Anderson 1832. Requested by 
Karen Nelson Hangsleben, 10 
Decesare Dr., Hampton, VA 
23666-5617.
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mous for quality and design.
Richard and Charlotte raised ten children at the Stone House, but only one son, James, the tenth child, married. 

Traditionally the family decided by lot which one would marry, and James, being the lucky one, married Magdaline 
Arnold on January 6, 1834.

The next owners, John Peyton, Benjamin and William Parker, purchased the Stone House and 900 acres from the 
Sloan brothers on December 29, 1854. Benjamin married Belle Parker and they raised two sons, Renick Seymour 
and John Henry. Renick died at the age of twenty-seven. After John Henry married Eleanor DuBois Johnson, the 
frame part of the house was added. After the death of Mrs. Eleanor Parker, John Henry married Miss Kale Parker. 
Their son, John Henry Parker, Jr., and his wife, Ruth Harmison Parker are now the residents of the Sloan-Parker 

'House. David Renick Parker, their son, is the seventh generation from Jeb Parker who came to Mill Creek in the 
early 1700's. David and liis wife. Jill have three daughters.

During the Civil War the house was used by both the North and the South. Farm goods produced by the Parkers 
were sold to both armies, and the room under the front porch functioned as a picket station where troop movements 
on the Northwestern Turnpike were observed.

On July 1, 1975, Mrs. John Henry Parker Jr. received a letter from Leonard M. Davis, West Virginia State 
Historic Preservation Officer, informing her that the Sloan-Parker House was entered on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Register identifies properties and sites of irreplaceable historic value, and the Sloan-Parker 
House is very worthy of this honor.

The ornament will be displayed during Hampshire County Fair and also at Heritage Days. It may also be pur 
chased by contacting the Hampshire County Historical Society, P.O. Box 549, Augusta, WV 26704 or calling 856- 
3805 - evenings or 496-2623 - days.
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RAFFLE
The Hampshire County Historical Society Raffle 
is now being held. Chances are $1.00 each. 1st 
Prize: Large Hampshire County Crock; 2nd Prize: 
Signed 1st Edition Stonewall Jackson's Romnev 
Camnaisn: 3rd F’dze: Courthouse Christmas Ball 
and Cat's Meow Courthouse. The raffle will be
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completed at the Capon Bridge Christmas Bazaar.
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structures and sites. The Historical Society is try
ing to record and preserve its history. We welcome 
new members to participate in this important ac
tivity.



HCHS TAKES TRIP TO FOXES HOLLOW
On March 22, i997, several members of the Hampshire County His

torical Society and friends travelled to Foxes Hollow. Karl Doman, accom
panied by his son, acted as guide and narrator.

Our trip began at the Ephraim Herriolt log house. The front and oldest 
part of die house was built in the late 1700's or early 1800's and boasts a 
massive stone chimney. Later, more rooms were added to the existing struc
ture along with another stone chimney. The ice house, built into the bank 
on a stone foundation, is one story on the back and three stories at the front.
The lop story and front is composed of wood. Ice was stored on the third 
floor for summer use, and the water drained into a trench on the ground 
floor where milk and butter were kept. The middle floor was used for stor
ing meat.

Near the house stands an old stone structure which may have been the 
spring house. Nearly one hundred yards up a steep hill behind the house 
lies the Herriolt family graveyard. This fenced cemetery contains the rest
ing place of Ephraim Herriott, a Confederate soldier. His grave is marked 
with an engraved stone and an Iron Cross.

By automobile, we travelled about one and one half miles to a small 
log cabip. Local stories say it was built by a man who believed gold was 
buried in the hill behind the cabin. He lived in the cabin and searched for 
gold, but none was found. The cabin is now used by occasional hunters.

We continued on and reached the Fox homeplace, located on the right side of the road. It is a two-story stone 
house consisting of an entry hall and stairway all the way to the attic. The first floor contains a large room, with two 
bedrooms and hall on the second floor. All the rooms contain fireplaces. A one-story, two-room log structure was 
later added to the north end of the house, with a stone spring house still standing nearby. The spring house is the site 
of a very strong mountain spring of cold, clear water

Records show the Fox holding originally consisted of 11,000 acres. Gabriel Fox with his sons, William, Vause, 
and David came from Moorefield, WV, and settled here. Vause was bom in 1791 and married Rebecca —. David 
married a Miss Parker from the Parker family who lived over the mountain behind the Herriott house. Brant or Brant 
Fox was a Confederate soldier.

As die story is recounted in the Hanging Rock Rebel, pages 33-44, John Blue, a Confederate spy, spent the night 
at the Fox home, while two friends continued onto the Herriott house to spend the night. The next morning, long 
before daylight, John Blue left the Fox property to join his two friends. He felt uneasy and proceeded cautiously The 
Yankees had been warned of his whereabouts and arrived at the Fox home as Blue sneaked away He was successful 
in this evasion and rejoined his two friends.

Just beyond the Fox house lies the Doman family graveyard in the woods above the road. The cemetery is well 
kept and fenced. Graves are as follows: Lucy Doman 1873-1885; William H. Doman 1818-1895 and his wife, 
Rebecca — 1820-1898; Tobias J. Doman 1828-1883 CSA and his wife, Maigaret C. — 1840-1895; Jacob Doman 
1783-1865 and his wife, Rachel — 1785-1863. Field stones marked the graves originally, but they have been re
placed with one tall, four-sided stone bearing the above names while foot stones mark the individual graves.

Not far beyond the Doman graveyard is the remaining stone foundation of the Fox Mill. The top of the mill was 
a wooden structure and is no longer standing. The mill wheel is also gone, possibly moved to the entrance of the Fox 
house.

Our travels ended at the Duncan Memorial Church, bearing a cornerstone dated 6/26/1897. The church is now a 
summer home and is the end of the road. At this location we could see the historical landmark across the river known 
as Hanging Rocks. Although the day turned cold and blustery, we greatly enjoyed our experience in Foxes Hollow 
visiting with Earl and his family.

Society members wish to thank Earl for a very interesting and informative afternoon.

Society will have a table at the 
Capon Bridge Annual Christmas 
Bazaar. Members assistance 
needed.

6:00 p.m.
Decembers. 1997
Members will meet at the Court
house in Romney for our annual 
decorating of the Christmas Tree 
and party.

1:30 p.m.
January 18. 1998
Monthly meeting of the society a 
Capon Chapel Church.


