
Mampsljxvt (Emxntg 
pttstnrt tnl BZTZixj

1994 Newsletter Second Quarter

Historic Structure Selected

The Society has selected a Capon Bridge structure to be featured on the 1994 an
nual Christmas ornament. The ball is maroon in color with white lettering and 
design. The artwork was done by Hampshire County's Janet Harlow.

The structure is located along Rt.50 West just thissideof theCapon River. If you 
are driving toward Romney, it is the last building on the right at the river's edge.

It has been known recently as Fort Edwards Inn, but the old-timers around 
Capon Bridge know it better as Frye's Inn. The very origin of the house is inter- 
wined with the Caudy Family (one of Hampshire County's pioneer settler 
families).

James Caudy II, son of David and Martha Hiett Caudy and grandson of the 
pioneer, married Elizabeth McPherson. They had several children and raised them 
all in the area known asCapon Bridge. One of their children, Margaret, married Eli 
Beall, son of Elisha and Ann Beall in January 1817. They built the Beall Tavern, now 
known as Frye's Inn, among the large family of children was Dr. (Col.) Ed Beall, 
born July 25, 1836, and died in 1880. Dr. Beall, was a Confederate officer in 
Company I, Eighteenth Virginia Calvary.

A descendant of the family, Mrs. Virginia Smith Frye and her husband operated 
the inn for many years. After her husband's death, Mrs. Frye and her son, Mayo, 
continued the business.

It was from a window in this house that a young Jennie Frye watched Stonewall 
Jackson and his brigade stop and pray under a large black walnut tree directly 
opposite the inn. Jennie Frye lived to a ripe old age and died in 1951. She is buried 
at Capon Chapel Cemetery.

The old inn has touched many lives and seen many sights that we can only read 
about, and it is still with us today. After many years and numerous owners it is 
the private residence of Mr. Thomas Kipps and his family.

[ GENEALOGY CORNER
Patricia A. Pittman of 6131 N.8th Avc., 

Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85013-1405 is 
searching for ancestors in the Hamp
shire County area. Family names 
listed arc Sec, Barrett, Jacobs, Hart, 
and Fogel. Contact Patricia if you 
have information to offer.

Debbie Driver of 104 Massie Lane, 
Stephens City, VA 22655 is trying to 
contact descendants of Thomas and 
Margaret Racey. Debbie would be 
grateful for any assistance provided.

Ted Kerns of 2895 Village Drive, 
Zanesville, Ohio 43701 PH: 614-452- 
2253 seeks information about native 
American tribal meetings held in 
the Hanging Rock area of Hamp
shire County during the 1950's. Asa 
small boy, he recalls attending such 
meetings with a male relative. The 
native American tribe is theTuscar- 
awa. Please contact him if you have 
any knowledge of these events.

Bob Bowman of 2133 42nd St. N.W., 
Rochester, MN 55901 has relatives in 
Hampshire County. Some family 
names include Arnolds, Barnes, 
Corbins, French, Pownells, Sheetz, 
and Ruckman. He would like to ex
change information on these fami
lies

Karl J. Parrish of 3211 Romilly Rd., 
Wilmington, DE 19810-3435 sent a 
query to us; it is as follows: Joseph 
Parrish paid taxes (in Hampshire 
Co.) in 1782. Joshua Parrish paid 
taxes in 1788. In 1783 and 1793 a 
Joseph and a Joshua Parrish were in 
the Bedford County PA Militia. 
Were they related and are they the 
same people who paid taxes in this 
county in 1782 and 1788? If you have 
any information on this, please con
tact Mr. Parrish.

Anyone who has genealogical information or 
can assist these researchers in any way, 

please contact them at the address given.



Field Trip
Our group met at the Food L.ion 

lot on Saturday, April 16th,fora tour 
of the watering trough remains 
along old Rt. 50. Mr. Steve Haines, a 
local resident of the area, was our 
guide. Steve related the history of 
the trough and showed us its exact 
location which is at the foot of the 
hill near Hampshire High School. 
The original trough has been re
placed. Audra Mczzatesta writes in 
Historic Hampshire of this trough 
and spring. The watering trough 
was used to water horses in earlier 
days. A spring across the road fur
nished fresh water to the trough by 
pipe. The water was also used for 
drinking purposes. The spring is 
still there and flowing.

- PRESIDENT'S CORNER -

Hello everyone,
It seems time is really flying! Our first newsletter came out during all that cold 

weather and snow. Now, we have passed the first half of the year and Confederate 
Memorial Day is behind us. We still have much to do. Our log home is still in the 
planning stages. Alanna and Sue have been working on a fund raiser for this project. We 
are chancing off a two quart Hampshire County crock, a Victorian rose garden afghan, 
and two handmade crocheted pineapple doilies. The chances arc two for a dollar and 
the drawing will be in late fall. If you want to support the project, just mail your check, 
and we’ll mail the stubs to you . Sue andAlanna sold over a hundred tickets at the 
Yellow Spring Annual Fourth of July Pig Roast.

Our Christmas bulbs have arrived and are being readied for distribution. Soon we 
will be attending Hampshire County Fair, and Heritage Days. These activities are 
hectic, and we’ll need volunteers to work the events.

While on vacation in June I had the opportunity to visit Boone Hall Plantation near 
Charleston, South Carolina. 1 hope to tell you about it in the next newsletter. Once 
again, if you have material to contribute to the newsletter, please mail it to the Society 
and we’ll be happy to use it. I hope to see you at the Hampshire County Fair.

Brenda Hiett

__________________ _______
(continued to p. 4)

CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL WEEKEND
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The Hampshire Guards arrived at Capon Chapel on Friday evening, June 3, while members were still busy working on 
flowers and quilts. Saturday morning dawned bright and clear, and we kicked off our agenda with a visit to Ebenezer 
Cemetery. The Hampshire Guards, family, and society members held memorial services and placed flags and flowers on 
the soldiers' graves. The great grandson and the great granddaughter of Frederick Wellington Bean were present. Mr. 
Lewis (great grandson) brought with him a picture of his ancestor and other objects belonging in the family. Frederick 
Wellington Bean was one of McNeill's Rangers and participated in one of the most daring exploits of the Rangers— the 
capture of the Union Generals, Crook and Kelley from their respective hotels in Cumberland, MD.

Our next stop was Central United Methodist Church and Cemetery on Cooper Mountain. Again a ceremony was held 
and flags and flowers paid tribute to the soldiers lying there.

We could not forget the oldest surviving Confederate veteran in Hampshire County, so we stopped at the Quaker 
Cemetery off Dillon Run Road, near Capon Bridge. This quaint little cemetery is hidden away in the woods. Local 
residents cherish and maintain this special spot.

Next, we returned to Capon Chapel to rest and refresh ourselves for the afternoon. Delicious drinks and sandwiches 
were prepared and served by the Capon Bridge Senior Center. We were very appreciative of their efforts. We were 
honored to have as guest speaker, Mr. Roger U. Delauter, Jr. He has written several books about the Civil War that pertain 
to this area. His topic for the afternoon was McNeill's Rangers. As he recounted the adventures of this band of brave and 
daring men, we were held spell-bound. A special salute and flags and flowers honored the soldiers at Capon Chapel. 
Andrew Jackson Payne, Confederate soldier, buried here is an ancestor of Mr. Delauter. As flags and flowers were placed, 
Mr. Trueman Kessey played his guitar and sang "Dixie" for us. His musical tribute was very moving .

An impromptu book signing just seems to happen when writers are present. Much interest was shown in the writing 
of Mr. Delauter and Dan Oates. Both of them graciously signed their books at the request of the purchasers.

Attendance was great and so was our covered dish supper. The Hampshire Guards said our suppers were legendary 
because of the quality and quantity of the food.

On Sunday morning we visited the Trenches to dedicate the shadow box and sign erected earlier. The Hampshire
Guards were very impressed with the untouched state of the Trenches and plan a return visit

r (Continued to p. 3)



Confederate Memorial Weekend
(Continued from Page 2)

At one o'clock, we were at the Hampshire County Courthouse listening to 
the sti rri ng words of Dan Oates. He recounted for us the sights and events that 
took place on the very ground on which we stood. Understanding our 
heritage makes us belter citizens today. The group then visited Indian Mound 
Cemetery for a salute to the soliders there. The area containing the graves of 
the unknown soldiers brought tears to my eyes as the Confederate flags on 
each grave waved in the breeze. Trueman Kcssey played and sang as we 
watched. Trueman's presence was much appreciated by everyone. Oneof my 
most prized photos of that weekend features Dan Oates and the Hampshire 
Guards clustered around the tombstone of Lt. John Blue, the "Hanging Rock 
Rebel." The Hampshire Guards were joined by Jim To well and his friend Greg, 
from Chester, WV. We were happy to have them attend and participate. Many 
thanks to Jim & Greg.

We extend special thanks to Mr. Roger Delauter and Mr. Dan Oates for 
sharing their time and knowledge with us.

I was happy to see the interest shown in maintaining the cemeteries. An 
abandoned cemetery isone of the saddest sightson this earth. I’m happy to say 
an attempt is being made to keep our ancestors memories and the principles 
they believed in alive. Perhaps these are the most valuable records of all.

Sign Up Date
After changing our plans several times, 

the group succeeded in electing the sign at 
the Shaffer Funeral Home. A week later the 
group placed a sign at the Stone Fountain 
on Cooper Mountain. A shadow box con
taining sketches of the area was also placed 
at the Trenches. The sign and the shadow 
box were dedicated at a special ceremony 
on Confederate Memorial Weekend by the 
Hampshire Guards. This concludes the 
first phase of signs on the agenda. The 
pictures show members working hard to 
accomplish this goal. Any areas or struc
tures in the county deserving of a sign are 
placed on a list. Selections are made from 
that list by the board of directors. This is an 
ongoing project for us.

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS
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HQ IS will be present at the Hampshire 
County Fair. Members are needed each night 
at our table. Call 856-2623 or 856-3805 to sign 
up

September 10-11
I IQ IS will be distributing 1994 Christmas or
naments at Heritage Days Festival. Our table 
will be located at the Mytinger House. 

.Qflobccl
Sat. 3 p.m. Society member, Bonni McKeown 
has invited HO IS to Capon Springs Resort for 
a walking lour of the building and grounds. 
Members and guests are welcome. We will 
need a definite head count a week prior. If you 
plan to attend call 856-2623 and have your 
name listed.

October 12
HQ IS will hold a general meeting Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 p.m. in the Bank of Romney so
cial room, Romney, main branch.

October 22
Sat. 2 p.m. A Romney Walking tour has been 
planned for FICHS. Mr. Robert Smith and Mrs. 
Jewell Rannell's will serve as guide and narra
tor. Allmembers and invited guests are wel
come. Both walking tours will be re-scheduled 
if it should be raining.

November 12
HCHS general meeting is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
at the Capon Bridge Senior Center. Plan to at
tend!

December 2
HCHS will meet at the Hampshire County 

Courthouse for the annual Christmas party and 
decoration of the tree and Courthouse. We will 
begin decora ling at 630 p.m. Come and celebrate

HCHS will begin the new year with installa
tion of officers. The meeting is sheduled for 
Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. in the Bank of 
Romney social room, Augusta branch.

ACQUISITIONS

Mrs. Catherine Hahn has do
nated four kerosene ceiling lamp 
globes to the Hampshire County 
Historical Society. The globes are 
very old and the group is very 
grateful for her generous gift.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP

[ $10.00 Individual 

: | $18.00 Couple

$35.00 Organizations

Members Receive 
Quarterly Newsletter, 
Field Trips and Tours
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Field Trip
(continued from p.2)

Shanks Roadside Park, Sieve pointed out the location of a toll house, once standing at the mouth of Polly White Hol
low. No visible evidence of the structure is remaining. The group recorded the information to be placed in our files. 
The trip was enjoyable and we appreciated Steve's generosity for giving us his time and knowledge.

Society members also visited the Millcr-Racey Cemetery in April. George Brill of Yellow Spring served as 
guide and narrator. The cemetery is located on the Back Creek property of Ruby and Art LaFollctte. We walked nearly 
to the top of the mountain before reaching our goal. It has been many years since anyone was buried there. Along the 
way we met Debbie Driver searching for relatives in the same spot. Her inquiry is located in our Cenealogy Corner. 
Pictures were taken and information recorded for our files. We hope to return and help George Brill do some 
maintenance work. The view was tremendous; from the top of the mountain it is possible to see way over into Virginia.

Book Reviews
A New Family History Pulication by Ray Byron Brill and Joanne Brill Baker
The Brill Family In America and Their Allied Families 8 1/2 " x 11" Softcover - Edition limited to 200 copies

The book contains 607 pages, plus index, covering such family names as Anderson, Brill, Kelso, Kline, LaFollette, 
Larrick, Orndorff, Spaid, plus approximately 2200 allied family names.

It also includes photographs, maps, wills, deeds, census records, military records, naturalization records, sale bills, 
and approximately 15, 455 indexed names.

The book sells for $27.50 plus shipping and handling. It maybe ordered by sending a check to Ray Byron Brill, 374 
Daycotah Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 21740. It is a story of several Brill family branches from 1700's until the presentjday.
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