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A VISIT TO FORT SUMTER

Brenda Hiett

During my June vacation, I had the opportunity to visit Charleston, South 
Carolina for a day. Thoughts of touring the historic district and other sights and 
sounds of Charleston rushed through my mind.

A visit to Fort Sumter won out over the other temptations, and off I went. The 
Fort can only be reached by boat. It is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. between 
April 1 and Labor Day. The Fort is a national monument and administered by 
the National Park Service.

Fort Sumter was one of a series of coastal fortifications built by the United 
States after the War of 1812. Construction was started in 1829 and named for 
South Carolina Revolutionary War Patriot, Thomas Sumter. The fort was still 
unfinished when Major Robert Anderson moved his 85-man garrison into it the 
day after Christmas, 1860.

With the secession of South Carolina, anger mounted. After Lincoln was 
inaugerated tension became even worse, and eventually fueled an attack on the 
Fort itself.

Fort Sumter became a Confederate Stronghold from 1863 to 1865. The fort was 
evacuated on February 17,1865 as General Sherman advanced from Savannah.

A six foot by nine foot South Carolina flag was the first southern flag raised 
over the fort after Anderson surrendered on April 14,1861.

Today, the fort flies five flags as follows: United States 1865 flag, 1st National 
Confederate flag, 2nd National Confederate flag, South Carolina state flag, and 
the Unites States flag 1861.

The ruins contain a museum, gift shop and other facilities for the public.
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Faye Grigsby, 3066 Wayne Madison 
Rd., Trenton, Ohio, 45067, seeks 
information on Grigsby or 
Riggsby family, mid 1700s - 
1800s.

Susan S. Laitschof 111 South Patrick 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia, 
22314 is seeking the gravesite of 
Flenry Sheetz 1749-1797. Henry's 
son, Frederick and wife, Nancy 
Emerson Sheetz and children are 
buried between Keyser and Fort 
Ashby on Route 46. Please con
tact Susan if you have any infor
mation to contribute.

Anyone who has genealogical information or can 
assist these researchers in any way, piease 

contact them at the address gitxn.

f A
NOTICE TO 

GENEALOGISTS

The Archives Room 
of the Handley Library 

will be closed to the 
public on Mondays, 

beginning August 1,1993.
The Archives Room 
regular hours will be 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays 
1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

and Thursdays & Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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- PRESIDENT'S CORNER ~

Our third quarter has arrived and with it, much activity. One more 
newsletter will be coming out and that will finish the year 1993.

Our fountain project is moving again. Mr. Bill Unger has started restora
tion work on the stone wall. A diagram for planting has been provided by 
Paul Roomsburg along with valuable planting advice.

The 1993 Christmas bulb has been delivered and is being prepared for 
distribution. We hope to haveit ready for display and saleat theCounty Fair 
and also Heritage Days.

A general meeting on August 12 at the D&S Restaurant in Augusta will 
be held to get the schoolhouse project up and moving.

Take special note of our field trip on August 29. We will be touring the 
John Pancake farm on River Road. An Indian burial ground was uncovered 
there after the last flood.

Please come and enjoy yourself.
- Brenda Hiett

JOHN W. PANCAKE - 
GUEST SPEAKER AT 

CONFEDERATE 
MEMORIAL HOLIDAY

(Indian Mound Cemetery)

John W. Pancake was the guest 
speaker at this year's Confederate 
Memorial Holiday celebration. 
Speaking from the steps of the Court
house, Mr. Pancake related a brief 
history of Indian Mound Cemetery 
and then shared the results of an in- 
depth study of the Native American 
village found along the Potomac 
River on the Pancake farm. John and 
his wife, Barbara, discovered this 
ancient site shortly after the 1985 
flood. Finding bones and skulls, they 
quickly realized the importance of 
preserving the area from further de
struction by the post-flood reclama
tion efforts. Mr. Joe Pancake immedi
ately reported the find to the Depart
ment of Culture and History in Char
leston and a team of archeologists 
were sent to Hampshire County. The 
team’s investigation lead them to be
lieve this was probably the last village 
of the indigenous people in our area. 
From their research of the bones and 
items excavated they also believe 
they were from the Susquehanna 
tribe of Pennsylvania and has proba
bly migrated down sometime be
tween 1550 and 1600 in an effort to 
escape thedeadly plagues that had hit 
their people.

Mr. Pancake was later approached 
by a West Virginia Native American 
who was greatly concerned and dis
tressed at the desecration of the burial 
site. Moved by this plea, the Pancake 
family immediately decided to dis
continue all excavation and make an 
effort to preserve the sacredness of 
this ancient village.

The family ties to the County go 
back to John’s Great, Great Grandfa
ther, Isaac Pancake, who purchased 
land on the South Branch in 1814. 
John is a life-long resident of Hamp
shire County, a member of the Rom
ney Presbyterian Church, Rotary 
Club, Masonic Lodge and member, 
past President and Honorary Mem
ber of the Board of the Hampshire 
County Historical Society. He and his

wife, Barbara Shields Pancake have 3 
children and together with other 
members of their family share a love 
for the history of our area. 'This has 
been a valuable experience for us. 
While it is important to learn as much 
as we can about our history and our 
ancestors, it should not be done in a 
manner that destroys forever the 
dignity and the culture of those that 
came before us. It isour responsibility 
to preserve as much as we can for 
future generations."

The Hampshire County Historical 
Society applauds the Pancake family 
for their deep appreciation of the 
heritage of our County.

Our thanks go out to 
Mrs. Maxine Lovett McDonald 

and Mrs. Rosalie Lovett Kefauver 
of Capon Bridge, West Virginia. 

They have given the Society 
a very old history book 
and an antique photo.

Society member,
Mr. Frank Ginevan 

donated a map to be 
placed in our museum. 

Thank you Mr. Ginevan!

THE BRIGADE MUST NOT KNOW, SIR
■Who've we got there?" "Only a dying brother, hurl in the front just now."
"Good boy! he'll do. Somebody tell his mother where he was killed, and how."
"Whom have you there?" "A crippled courier, Major, shot by mistake, we hear.
He was with Stonewall. "Cruel work they've made here; Quick with him to the rear!"
"Well, who comes next?" "Doctor, speak low, speak low, sir; Don't let the men find out! 
It's Stonewall!" "God" "The brigade must not know, sir, while there's a foe about!
Whom have we here - shrouded in martial manner, crowned with a martyr's charm?
A grand dead hero, in a living banner, born of his heart and arm;
The heart whereon his cause hung - see how clingeth that banner to his bier!
The arm wherewith his cause struck - hark! how ringeth, his trumpet in their rear!
What have we left? His glorious inspiration, his prayers in council met;
Living, he laid the first stones of a nation; and dead, he builds it yet

Anonymous



CALANDAR OF EVENTS

General meeting at Bank of 
Romney, D&S Restaurant. Lo
cation of school house will be 
the focal point of the meeting.

AUG. 23-28. All Week 
The society will have a table 
representing Hampshire 
County History at the Hamp
shire County Fair. The 1993 
Christmas ornament, tee- 
shirts, and limited edition print 
will be on sale. Please call 
Brenda Hiett (856-2623) if inter
ested in working a couple of 
hours one evening.

AUG. 29. Sunday 3:00 p.m. 
Society members will meet for 
a field trip and tour of restored 
log house & Indian burial 
grounds. The tour will be con
ducted by former president 
John Pancake. All members are 
urged to attend an interesting 
and informative afternoon on 
early Hampshire County His
tory. Please meet at WV Dept. 
Highways parking lot at 2:45 
p.m.

SEPT, 2, Thursday 7:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors meeting at

SCfT.^Thursday (cantl
Capon Chapel Church, located 
1-1/2 miles on Christian 
Church Road, Capon Bridge.

SEPT. 11. Sat. 10-4 p.m.
The Hampshire County Soci
ety will be present at Hamp
shire Heritage Days, Romney, 
WVa. The 1993 Christmas Or
nament, tee-shirts, and limited 
edition prints will be on sale. 
Society table will be located at 
the Mytinger House. Anyone 
wishing to work a few hours 
please contact Brenda Hiett at 
856-2623.

SEPT. 23. Thursday 7:00 p.m.
General meeting at Capon 
Bridge Senior Center on Route 
50. Slides on Anartica will be 
presented by member Mr. 
McCleary.

OCT. 7. Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Board of Directors meeting at 
Bank of Romney, Augusta 
branch.

OCT. 21. Thursday 7:00 pm.
General meeting of the Society 
at Leo Straw's Country Store 
Museum.

PARSONS BELL TOWER 
SELECTED AS 

1993 ORNAMENT

The Parsons Bell Tower in Indian 
Mound Cemetery, Romney, has been 
selected as the featured site for the 
Hampshire County Historical Society 
1993 Christmas Tree ornament.

The Bell Tower was commissioned 
to be built in 1925 by Edwin Jacobs in 
memory of his grandparents, James 
Gregg and Catherine Forman Casey 
Parsons. Mr. Jacobs was the son of 
Louise T. Parsons and George Jacobs 
of Nelson County, Virginia. He was 
bom and lived most of his life in St. 
Louis, MO, but was a frequent visitor 
to Romney. Upon his graduation 
from the School of Law at the Univer
sity of Virginia, a professor said. "Mr. 
Jacobs, I hope that you will lose all of 
your money, so that you will have to 
practice law, because you would be 
such a good one.”

Mr. Edwin Jacobs died in 1940. In 
his will he gave $1200 to be used for 
purchasing 4 acres of land adjoining 
Indian Mound Cemetery as well as 
$1000 to be used for the upkeep of the 
tower.

The tower was designed to shelter 
family and friends who gathered for 
services in inclement weather. The 
bell was to be rung during memorial 
services of descendants of the Parsons 
family.

The tower was built by member of 
the Keister family, W.W., his son, 
Hubert, W.W.'s brother, Ira and Ira's 
son, Lelan.

Ms. Janet Harlow of Augusta, WV 
has been selected as the artist for the 
aqua colored 1993 ornament. The 
ornaments will be available at the 
Hampshire County Fair and Hamp
shire Heritage Day events this year.

Past Christmas Ornaments

1992 - Octagon House
1991 - Parker School
1990 - Bloomery Grist Mill
1989 - Hook Tavern
1988 - Nathaniel Kuykendall House
1987 - Literary Hall

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY |

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP j

| | $10.00 Individual Name

| | $18.00 Couple

| | $35.00 Organizations Street

Members Receive City

Quarterly Newsletter, State
Field Trips and Tours
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CARE AND RESTORATION OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Some supplies to have on hand for cleaning old photographs are cotton cloths, clean soft camel hair brushes, cotton 

swabs, bottles of liquid film cleaner (available at photo supply stores) and a pair of inexpensive cotton gloves in which 
to handle the old photos.

When handling old photos, hands can transfer dirt and grime from one picture to another. Fingerprints and body oil 
can damage old pictures.

Another precaution in handling old photographs is to lay them on a smooth clean surface such as glass while cleaning 
so they do not pick up surface dirt or get bent.

One of the most common problems with old pictures is that they tend to curl after years of storage. Mild curling can 
be reversed by weighting down the pictures between sheets of acid free paper. If the curling is severe, the pictures are 
usually dry and brittle. The picture needs to have the back sponged with an absorbent cotton pad slightly moistened with 
water. After the picture has been moistened it may then be weighted with weights on a flat surface. The cotton cloths are 
used in the removal of dirt and grime accumulated over the years.

Tintypes (1865-1920's) can be cleaned using the cotton swabs and photographic cleaning solution. Never bend the 
tintypes as the will crack. Most tintypes tend to darken and the only way to restore them is to copy it photographically. 
This method of preservation should be done by a photographer who specializes in historical photographes.

In conclusion always have copies made before undertaking any restoration project and use cleaning chemicals with 
accurate ventilation. Both photos and negatives should be stored separately in acid-free envelopes or plastic sleeves (pol
ypropylene). Storage supplies are available by mail from photographic supply houses.

Information For This Article
Sources for Archival Supplies
Eastman Kodak Company 
343 State Street 
Rochester, New York 14650

Hearthstone Bookshop
Potomac Square 

840 S-H Richmond Highway 
Alexandria, Virginia 22309
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