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The Hampshire County Historical Society March 27th meeting at the Senioi' Center in 
Capon Bridge was attended by about 40 people. We viewed the Education Committee's slide 
presentation o! "A History of Hampshire County". Guests from as far away as Hagerstown 
attended and new historical information on the slides was collected from the audience.
This is an ongoing project of the Society, in which slides are taken of old buildings and 
sites of historical interest throughout the County to be used as part of the school 
curriculum.

Donations of $30 have been received towards purchase of equipment such as slide 
projector, carousels, and screen in which to view the slides. Currently the Society is 
borrowing school equipment. Donations can be sent to Treasurer Ruth Crowe SR 1 Box 34F 
Augusta, W.Va. 26704. Please specify that your donation is for the Education Committee.

Also, if you have any old photographs of historical interest to be loaned for copying 
please contact Society member Andy Herbaugh P.O. Box 280 Augusta, W.Va. 26704 or 496-7631 
Andy has donated his time and expertise in reproducing these old photographs into slides 
for the group. The Society sends their heartfelt thanks to Andy and to our guests at the 
meeting who provided additional information and material.

An important date to mark on your calendar is a field trip to North River Mills on 
April 28, Saturday starting at 10am. Lake Henderson v/ill show the group various historical 
sites and caneteries in the area and tell the history of this area. Arrangements have 
been made with Mr. Delvin Croston to visit the grave site of Gustavus Croston, a Revol
utionary War soldier that was Mr. Croston's great great grandfather. Gustavus Croston was 
born in 1757 near North River Mills, Ice Mountain Va. He died in August 1841 at the age 
of 84. He enlisted at Alexandria, Va. and served in the War of Independence at Valley 
Forge, Pa. from 1778 to 1783. He owned his home and farm near Ice Mountain along North
River, W.Va. He is buried on this property which is now owned by Stephen Sziarto who
purchased it from Elmer Croston, Gustavus' great grandson. In 1818, Gustavus walked to 
Richmond, Va. to apply for his military pension. He received $12 per month which was 
later raised to $14 per month.

We will meet at 10am at the concrete bridge that crosses North River approximately 
2\ miles east of Slanesville on Cold Stream Road. A reminder to wear comfortable clothes
and shoes and bring a packed lunch. The Cemetery and Education Committees should attend
for collecting information. The local newspaper will be invited, so we would like a good 
turnout of the Society, as a lot of historical data about our County originated from the 
North River Mills area. If you need directions, please call Linda Moreland at 496-9341.

At the next montly meeting, the Society will for a guest speaker Mr. George Smith Jr. 
of McClain Printing Co. Parsons, W.Va. to discuss the Society's possible reprinting of 
"Maxwell and Swisher's History of Hampshire County" as a fund raiser. The book was 
originally published in 1897 and reprinted in 1972 by the McClain Printing Company. Thi: 
is an exceptionally early history of our County and is limited in supply and it's 
scarcity deprives researchers, geneologists, and people of the community of our early 
local history. Anyone who wishes to discuss or comment should attend this meeting on 
Tuesday April 24 at 7pm at the Bank of Romney Community Roan in Romney. You may also 
address your comments to Society President Thomas Stump.

Recent Acquisitions- The Society was recently approached about accepting ownership 
of a schoolhouse located at Milleson's Mill near Springfield by Mr. and Mrs. Woodson.
The Parker school was built in 1885 and acceptance of ownership involves relocation to 
another spot as a subdivision is scheduled to be developed in that area. The Board of 
Directors visited the site in March and found the building structurally sound, but will 
involve restoration. The community of Springfield was approached about a possible 
location and whether the community wants it left in the Springfield area. Financially, 
the Society is limited on funds to restore this building and would probably have to 
restore over a period of years. The Board of Directors has not yet made a decision on 
whether or not to accept this donation, and needs to know what the members fe&lings and 
comments on this matter are. The schoolhouse could possibly be used by the Society as 
an historical museum.
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Karen Ripoli 856-2063, Nancy Mayhew 022-4.826, Helen McCracken 822-5852, Martha Bloom 822-436 
Ruth Crowe 496-7279, David Sutlierland 496-9179, Dottle Drass 496-7890, Bonni McKeown 
874-3887, Linda Moreland 496-9341, Bob Smith 496-7018.

At the March meeting of the Society, members selected the Bloomery Grist Mill, located 
near the Iron Furnace in Bloomery, W.Va. for the 1990 Christmas Ornament.

The Mill was built in 1880 by Robert Sherrard.
A large water wheel provided the power and both 
flour and cornmeal were produced for the 
citizens of this community.

During the Civil War, Bloomery Gap 
was a well traveled byway for both 
armies and many raiding parties stopped 
by. Local goods and feed were hidden 
here for safekeeping. The stone part of 
the Mill is still standing. The present 
owner is Mrs. G.E. Johnson.

Membership—
During the last quarter, the Society gained four new Life Members. We welcome 

Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Ray Mason, and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Munske and encourage other members 
to consider Life Membership. This brings the total Life Members to 9. Regular member
ship has increased by 15. We welcome everyone and hope to see you at our future meetings 
and programs. Dues are: Individual Membership-$5, Couple-$9, Lifetime Individual-$50, 
Lifetime Couple-$75, Patron-$25 or more contribution. Please submit your dues to 
Treasurer Ruth Crowe SR1 Box 34F Augusta, W.Va. 26704. Thanks for your support!

CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL HOLIDAY
The Society will once again sponsor Confederate Memorial Holiday, a history festival 

held on Friday June 1st, Saturday June 2nd, and Sunday afternoon June 3rd. The main 
festivities will be held in Capon Bridge on Friday and Saturday at Ft. Edwards Inn on 
Rt 50. The local schools will bus 5th graders from all parts of the County to Ft. Edwards 
to participate in old time craft classes on the grounds and view the different displays 
and shows. Currently, help is needed in these areas: Antique Glassware Show, call Bob 
Smith 496-7018 to volunteer. Victorian Corner, call Nancy Mayhew 822-4326 to volunteer 
articles or help. Quilt & Sampler Show, call Helen McCracken 822-5852. Rare Book & 
Periodicals Display at Capon Bridge Library, call Dottie Drass 496-7890. If you would 
like to volunteer to help set up craftspeople, call Karen Ripoli at 856-2063.

Benefit Auction, donated items- antiques or crafts are desperately needed. To 
donate or help with auction, call Andy Herbaugh at 496-7631 .

Volunteers to sell tickets, be tour guides to homes- Romney or Capon Bridge are 
needed.T Also, the food stand needs donated yellow sheet cakes and Cool Whip from members 
to sell Strawberry Shortcakes during the weekend. The benefit auction also needs 
homemade pies and cakes to be auctioned. This is an all out effort to raise funds to 
promote and educate our County history to the school children and community at large. 
Please donate to make this event successful and so the Historical Society can promote 
History Day every June in cooperation with Hampshire County Schools.

On Sunday June 3rd, at 4pm a ceremony will be held at the Mytinger House in Romney 
to dedicate a National Register Plaque donated by the Society in appreciation to the 
owners of the Mytinger House for generously allowing the Society use of the property.
The Mytinger House has been listed on the National Historical Register.
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CALENDAR
Special Note of Upcoming Events for Society Members

April 24 Tuesday, General Meeting of the Society will feature speaker George Smith Jr. 
of McClain Printing Company to discuss reprinting Maxwell & Swisher's "History of 
Hampshire County". Refreshments will be served. Meet at 7pm at Bank of Romney in Romney.

April 28 Saturday At 10am meet at cement bridge on Cold Stream Rd at North River Mills 
near Slanesville for dedication of Revolutionary Soldier's grave and field 
trip of North River Mills cemeteries and historic sites. Bring packed lunch 
and wear comfortable clothing and walking shoes.

May 24 Thursday General Meeting of the Society will feature a video of Leo Straw's 
Country Store Museum located in Pleasant Dale. The meeting is at the Augusta 
Bank of Romney at Augusta at 7pm.

May 31 Thursday At 7pm meeting is at Senior Center and Ft. Edwards Inn, Capon Bridge 
to set up quilt and glassware show for Confederate Memorial Holiday.

June 1&2 Friday and Saturday Confederate Memorial Holiday Society's annual festival 
fundraiser. Hope to see you there!

June 3 Sunday Romney. Confederate Memorial Holiday 1-6pm. Dedication of Nation Historic 
Register Plaque at Mytinger House at 4pm.

June 21 Thursday 7pm Board of Directors Meeting at Bank of Romney in Augusta

June 26 Tuesday General Meeting of the Society at the Senior Center in Capon Bridge 
at 7pm.

If you have any comments or suggestions for the next newsletter, please contact Nancy 
Mayhew at 822-4326 .
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