
THE HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER JANUARY 1990

The Hampshire County Historical Society met at their annual meeting in December 
at the Capon Bridge Senior Center in Capon Bridge, W.Va. Annual elections for Board of 
Directors were introduced by the Nominating Committee Chairman Claudia Razook. Criteria 
for the nominations were based on getting new people to join the Society and people from 
different areas of the County. Members of the Society present voted down this slate of 
officers due to the fact that most people nominated were not dues paying members and had 
never attended a meeting.

It was suggested to hold a Membership Drive to get more members in each community.
It was also suggested that people serving on our Board of Directors needed to be aware of 
our ongoing programs and have the experience of attending and showing an interest in 
these meetings.

The Board of Directors was increased to a present board of eleven members. New 
members elected were: Bob Smith of Kirby, Martha Bloom of Romney, Linda Moreland of 
Slanesville, for 3 year terms. Helen McCracken of Shanks and Bonnie McKeown of Capon 
Springs for two year terms.

Present members of the Board of Directors serving unexpired terms are: Nancy Mayhew, 
two year term expires Dec. 1990, Tom Stump—President, Karen Ripoli—'''ice President,
Ruth Crowe—Treasurer, and David Sutherland—Secretary. All officers terms expire in 
December 1991.

Tie newly elected Board of Directors met on January 11,1990 to plan the budget and 
activities for the 1990 calendar year. Treasurer Ruth Crowe gave the treasury report 
for 1989 and a projected 1990 budget was approved. Sources of income are: Christmas 
ornaments, dues, festival activities (Confederate Days, Heritage Days) and donations.

Our main source of income remains the Christmas Ornaments featuring a different 
historic of interest each year. Chairman Nancy Mayhew reported that of the 528 ornaments 
purchased, only about 75 bulbs remain to be sold throughout the year. Fifteen ornaments 
are still available of the previous year. None remain of the first year of the series.
If you wish to purchase an ornament, write to Nancy Mayhew, Box 63, Romney, W.Va.26757.
The 1988 ornaments are $6.36 each. The 1989 ornaments are $7.00 each.

The Board of Directors discussed an increase in dues for 1991. This was tabled 
until the April meeting of the board. A motion to adopt a patron status was made.
A patron of the Society is acquired by a $25.00 or more donation, which is tax deduct
able. Our membership year is from September to September, but Treasurer Ruth Crowe is 
still accepting dues for this calendar year. They may be sent to her at SR1 Box 34F, 
Augusta, W.Va.26704. Other changes made were in the amount paid by a couple for a 
Lifetime Membership which will be $75.00. Dues for the 1990 year will be: Individual 
membership: $5.00, Couple: $9.00, Lifetime Individual: $50.00, Lifetime Couple: $75.00, 
Patron: $25.00 or more contribution. Presently there are 5 Lifetime members and one 
Patron. Thanks for your support!

The Education Committee of the Society will show it's slide program" The HISTORY 
OF HAMPSHIRE COUNTY" at the next three Society meetings to be held in Romney, Augusta, 
and Capon Bridge. This is an ongoing project of the Society in which slides were taken 
of old buildings and sites of historic interest throughout the County to be used as part 
of the school curriculum. A grant will be filed in January to complete this project, as 
it may take 600 to 1000 slides to record our historic county. The Board of Directors 
approved $200 of the budget for the group to purchase a special lens to record old 
pictures loaned to the society and to keep the project going until the grant is approved. 
The Committee is presently in need of a used or new slide projector and screen to be 
donated to the Society. (The grant money does not approve equipment purchases) Also, 
if you have any old photographs to be loaned to be recorded, please contact Chairperson 
Jean Kesner at 822-5352.



The Sign Committee of the Society reported completion of two historic markers 
located at the Presbyterian Church and Literary Hall in Romney by Society Artist Dennis 
Shoemaker. Others to be completed in the near future are: Wooden historic sign at the 
Bernard Hill home on Gravel Lane in Romney. This is one of the earliest houses built 
in Romney (circa 1790). It has many Colonial architectural features. Also, a wooden 
historic sign for Capon Chapel on Christian Church Road 3 miles from Capon Bridge depicting 
the history of the church. The Presbyterian Church and Literary Hall signs already 
existed, but were in bad need of refurbishing and the other two signs are new ones.

The Wilson-Woodrow Mytinger House will receive a bronze plaque as a thank you from 
the Society for use of the building during our many festival activities. The owners of 
the Mytinger House have been very supportive of the Society and when members were made 
aware of its-' National Register status, funds were approved to recognize it. A ceremony 
dedicating the plaque will be announced in the April Newsletter for all interested 
members to attend.

Present locations within Hampshire County on the National Register are:
(1) Sloan-Parker House on U.S. Rt 50 at Junction
(2) Wilson-Woodrow Mytinger House 51 West Gravel Lane, Romney
(3) Literary Hall on comer of Main and High Sts. Romney
(4) Sycamore Dale (Gibson-Wirgman-Williams House) River Road, Romney
(5) Kuykendall Polygonal Bam on River Road, Romney
(6) Scanlon Farm on Three Churches Run Road, Three Churches

The Society will jointly sponsor an exhibit of Women in History with the Hampshire 
County Library this summer. This traveling exhibit focuses on the story of work, paid 
or unpaid, which women have contributed to the history of the State. This 3 part exhibit 
to be displayed at the library was compiled by the W.Va. Womens Commission in Charleston.

The Society will once again sponsor Confederate Memorial Holiday, a history festival 
held on Friday June 1st, Saturday June 2nd, and Sunday afternoon June 3rd. The main 
festivities will be held in Capon Bridge on Friday and Saturday at Fort Edwards Inn on 
Rt 50. Activities in Romney will be limited to Sunday, with a Memorial Cferemony. Even 
though the event is held on Confederate Memorial Weekend A the Society hopes to represent 
each aspect of history up to the 1930s. Supt. of Schools Gerald Mathias has requested 
Friday, June 1st be made History Fair Day in Hampshire County. Fourth graders throughout 
the county will be bused to Fort Edwards Inn to see displays and exhibits and watch 
demonstrations. Presently, events planned are: quilt show, glassware exhibit, rare book 
and past and present literature on our area, period clothing display, needlework sampler 
display, Confederate encampment, pioneer demonstrations of cobbling, candle dipping, 
spinning, and Colonial mannerisms. The Capon Bridge library will sponsor the rare book 
display and period clothing. If you wish to loan old books or clothing, please contact 
Kathy at 856-3777 or Co-Chairman Karen Ripoli at 856-2063 or Nancy Mayhew at 822-4326.

The Society will also sponsor a benefit auction on Saturday June 2nd of antique 
items (nothing of historic interest please) and crafts. Also homemade pies and cakes 
will be auctioned. Please donate to make this auction successful! Volunteers are 
needed to work and head the various displays. Please donate a few hours of your time to 
promote history to the school children.

A busy and active spring is planned for the Society. Please join us in our 
preservation efforts.



SPECIAL NOTE OF UPCOMING EVENTS EX* SOCIETY MEMBERS

Jan.25- Thursday, General Meeting of the Society will be featuring a slide presentation 
"THE HISTORY OF HAMPSHIRE COUNTY" at 7pm at the Bank of Rcmney Qarmunity Room in 
Romney. General public invited to attend and join Society. Refreshments will be 
served and minutes of the Board of Directors meeting will be read and approved 
at the conclusion of the program.

Feb.3 - Cemetary Research. Meet at Iris Kline's residence at 10am on Dunmore Ridge Road 
the 3rd house on right (yellow house) Call 822-4326 if bad weather.

Feb.17- Springfield Cemeteries. Meet at center of town at Springfield Fire Hall on 
sharp turn at 10am. Call 822-4326 if bad weather.

Feb.27- General Meeting of the Society will present slides of "THE HISTORY OF HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY" at the Augusta Branch of Bank of Romney in Augusta at 7pm.

Mar.3 - Springfield Area Cemeteries. Meet at center of town on sharp turn at Springfield 
Fire Hall at 10am.

Mar.27- General Meeting of the Society. Slide presentation of "THE HISTORY OF HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY" at Senior Center in Capon Bridge at 7pm.'

Apr.3 - Board of Directors meeting at 7pm at Augusta Bank of Romney.

Apr.24- General meeting of Society at Bank of Romney Gornnunity Room in Romney at 7pm.

Special note to Society Members: a position is open for 
STATE MUSEUM DIRECTOR / CURATOR: WV State Museum, located in Charleston, W.Va. seeks 
Director with strong curatorial, management and development skills. Will be responsible 
for administration of museum featuring WV history and the arts as well as management of 
collections. Will assist in developing professional policies to guide newly reorganized 
Museum Division of state agency and in developing long-range plans for implementing 
recently completed study to expand museum presence statewide. Salary is competitive 
with good benefits package. This is a civil service position. Send letter and resume to:
Deputy Conmissioner, Division of Culture and History, The Cultural Center, Charleston, 

Wv 25305.


