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The South Branch of the Potomac River runs south to north in western Hampshire
County. In colonial times crossing was by fording or boating. The South Branch does
have numerous fords in Hampshire County but fording was not possible when the river
became too high. The choices were to wait for the river to go back down or to boat it.
The river could be too high to ford for extended periods of time, quite an inconvenience.
As roads were developed, ferry service became available at various points on the South
Branch. Maxwell and Swisherd Blistory of Hampshire County, West Virginia? lists ferry
service at four points across the South Branch in 1790.

1 fMWhere R. Parker lived at that time
9 Atthe residence of Isaac Parsons
1 From the land of John Pancake to that of Jacob Earsom
9 Atthe residence of Conrad Glazeo

Robert Parker lived between the Lower Hanging Rocks and Millesons Mill where one of
the early roads came down Jersey Mountain from the Three Churches area. The Isaac
Parsons residence was near Romney on Fairfax Lot 16. Isaac Parsons (1752-1796)

operated a ferry there. Wi | | i amisdnda®ince st at
1796 he drowned in the South Branch while operating his ferry across the river at that

| oc at ViginiaRarsonsMcCabe al so says of this | saac Par
was drowned in the South BrancdhHerremaekis, but no

substantiated by Bhelohn PRicakeFarsy wasatshe hower h .
Hanging Rocks near the current bridge crossing on WV Route 28. Conrad Glaze lived
in the Springfield District. His exact location is not known but Springfield District puts
the ferry downriver from Robert Parker, probably at or below the location of the
Millesons Mill Bridge. Note that no ferries are listed upriver from Romney.

Besides the railroad bridges, highway bridges have been built at four locations on the
South Branch in Hampshire County. These are:

1 The Lower Hanging Rocks on Route 28 between Romney and Springfield i the
John Blue Bridge
1 Just west of Romney on US Route 50 T the Romney Bridge

1 Maxwell and Swisher, History of Hampshire County, West Virginia, p. 280.

2 William H. Rice, Colonial Records of the Upper Potomac, Volume Four, McClain Printing Company,
Parsons, WV 2014, p. 116.

3 Virginia Parsons McCabe,Par sons 6 Fami | y dHAulishedhyCharlesdV. Rekey,0 r
Decatur, Illinois, 1913, p. 254 (reprinted by Higginson Book Company, 2006).
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1 East of Springfield on the Springfield Pike, aka., County Route 3 1 the Millesons
Mill Bridge

1 Just below the mouth of the Trough crossing from Glebe on South Branch River
Road, aka., County Route 8, to Sector i the Glebe-Sector Bridge

Each of these locations is discussed below.

Crossing at the Lower Hanging Rocks

Crossing of the South Branch is required for the approximately nine-mile trip between
Springfield and Romney. This has generally occurred in the vicinity of the current John
Blue Bridge on State Route 28 at the Lower Hanging Rocks. Originally the river was
forded at a nearby ford or crossed by boat or canoe.

By t he Pantcakd®dearry had become available for crossing the South Branch at
the Lower Hanging Rocks. Hampshire County Minute Book Abstracts references
Pancakes Ferry from 1788 through 1797.4 Maxwell and Swisherd slistory of Hampshire
County, West Virginia also lists this ferry as operational in 1790, as given above.
Presumably ferry service was provided until the Wire Bridge (first bridge) was
constructed. While the date of the construction of the Wire Bridge is unknown, it was in
service during the Civil War (Figure 1).

OF THE CIVIL WAR 67

——— —————— \West ¥ T & n
FEN. KELLY'S 'CROOP'S CROSSING THE BRIDGE AT ROMNEY, VA, ON HIS RETREAT TO CUMBERLAND.—SKETCHED BY THOS, NAST

Figure 1 The Wire Bridge at the Lower Hanging Rocks During the Civil War

4 Horton, Hampshire County Minute Book Abstracts, pp. 8, 11, 13, 87.
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In an early skirmish in late October, 1861, the Confederates fired on Federals crossing
the Wire Bridge. One Federal was killed on the bridge.® The fatally wounded Federal
soldier was George W. Platter from nearby Georges Creek, Allegany County, Maryland,
which reiterates this was a war of neighbors fighting neighbors.® The Wire Bridge was
used many times by both sides until it was cut down by the Confederates late in the
war, August 2, 1864. Maxwell and Swisherd Blistory of Hampshire County, West
Virginia quoted GeorgeW.Was hi ngt onés journal for that day
gone down this morning on their way to Cumberland. | met Michael Blue, who informed
me the rebels had thrown down the wire bridge. When | got there, sure enough, | found
it in the river. What could have induced so foolish an act is a mystery to me. They must
have known it would be a great public loss. | wish, from the bottom of my heart, the
originator of the thing had been caught under it and sent to the bottom of the river.o’

Mr. Washington of nearby Ridgedale was very upset by the loss of the wire bridge
because it caused quite an inconvenience for the local residents.

After Wire e ——— — :
. g b 4 L4
Bridge was ! w&ﬁr"g% bO T Iﬂg E . Bridge Notice.
destroyed n ' may éob:r'tbe'n’:;p:::icgg!gné‘ b?r “)’5“""{? E(i\elr;?li g(:lpolsixl\l:h wiarllu}:e d;cce}veg b Ylulltal(l}g 5
A . : 8 n 4 [ rii, )
1864, ferry ; {{5’;’(“t;:’.h°w¥;‘;§;'%%c'n:‘dg“%¥:l?;guc&pcztz"- w.rebu"llnf the ““South Branch Wire guspension
. | intoxlmﬁilx-drinh. % & . e . Bridge'' over the South Branch, upon tbe road
service was i TORIAS BAKER runlr;ing (l;r(gn xl‘koﬁuey to Green Spring Depot
. - L on B. and O. R, R.
once again Romaey, \. Va., Feh. 4, 1870, , || The contractor must take the masonry work

s it pow stunds and such other matorial as the

. Company bas now on baud. Address
South Branch Intelligencer GARRET W. BLUE,

established for

crossing the March 25, 1870 . l‘rosid‘e‘nt ‘Smm\fl Br.;nch Brldge Compuny.
omney, W. Va , Ma 12, 1869
South Branch  zar Wheeling {({egialerrcr:nd Baltimore Gazette
insert once n wee! il 20th i H
near t_he Lower se0d bill to this Offe, 1 APFib 1860 and
Hanging . :
Rocks (Figure South Branch Intelligencer
ocks ( _gu_l April 2, 1869
2). Atthis time
plans were Figure 2 Ferry and Plans for New Wire Suspension Bridge

underway to
rebuild the wire suspension bridge (Figure 2). Garrett W. Blue, President of South

Branch Bridge Company and referencedint he fi Br i dapae wWaost itcheed AUNnc | e
GarrettBl ue 0.JophnLBl uebds st aleapchanbe of clothesanela i ng a
blanket for Colonel Isaac Parsons.® Lt. Bl ue sl i pped up to the back
house while Federal soldiers were on the front porch. Mr. Blue passed the requested

items to Lt. Blue through a window. Unfortunately, Garrett W. Blue passed June 17,

1872 at the age of 82, only three years after this notice.

5 Maxwell and Swisher, History of Hampshire County, West Virginia, pp. 565-566.

6 Personal note from Michael R. Warnick, great-great grandson of George W. Platter.
7 Maxwell and Swisher, History of Hampshire County, West Virginia, pp. 669-670.

8 Blue, John, Hanging Rock Rebel, Dan Oates, editor, pp. 29-32.
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Appropriations were made for rebuilding the wire suspension bridge as early as April
1869 by the Hampshire County Board of Supervisors.® A year later, plans for the

Cumberlandand Mo or e f i

el d

Turnpi ke

still i ncl

Br i d'® Ehe local newspaper editorial discussion on the Cumberland and Moorefield
i B u ti oor Bridges rThedimgeshas surely come when one, at
least, if not both of them should be provided for. Interesti profiti convenience -
humanity itself demands it. We do hope to see this matter attended to at some early

d a y'. This editorial is referring to the bridges across the South Branch at Romney and
Springfield. A week later was another editorial from Andrew W Kercheval, president of

Turnpikes t at ed

The North

and

South

Branches

He urged reconstruction of the wire suspension bridge. His complete text is given in

Appendix I.

By June 1871, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had begun plans for a railroad from
Green Spring Station to Romney (Appendix Il). They initially planned to use the old wire
suspension bridge abutments, showing that the wire suspension bridge had not yet
been reconstructed.'® Two years later, June 1873, $5000 in bonds were issued to

repair the wire bridge.** But, alas, a January 30, 1874e di t or i al

is now understood that $5,000 subscription of the county to the rebuilding of the Wire
Suspension Bridge will not likely be used, as the Railroad Company desires to adopt
another route, upon which the commissioners have been appointed to view and

r e p @°rftitizénoproposed the $5000 be used for building a bridge at Romney
instead. The railroad was rerouted over a trestle bridge upriver just a little over a mile
from the former wire bridge. The railroad trestle bridge was the same location as the
current railroad trestle at Ridgedale, the George W. Washington and Robert M.

Washington farm.

The wire

suspension bridge
abutment and toll
house was
damaged by the
flood of 1877
(Figure 3). The
1877 flood was
about the same

Samuel L. Flournoy was, firpointed
a Director on behalf of the:county, in
tha Wire Suspension Brlilge Company,
Johin A. Smith was authorized to enler
Into a contract with the Wire Suspen-
sion Bridge Company,to repair the toll-
house and abutment at the said Biridge
and secure said house for a toll-house

on the Groan Spring Turnpike.

Said John A, Smith was aiso author-
ized to procure a Feérkylont and employ
a Ferryman who wi!l nlsd Le the Tull-
gather on the Green Spring Turnpike,
to run the fury o the Bouth
Branch as tlie Wire b’:g(l;on};ion Bridge-

| for tbe benefit of the county.

" The South Branch Intelligencer
January 25, 1878

Figure 3 Bridge Repairs and Ferry Service Requested

height as the more

9 South Branch Intelligencer, April 2, 1869.

10 South Branch Intelligencer, May 13, 1870.

11 South Branch Intelligencer, October 7, 1870.
12 South Branch Intelligencer, October 14, 1870.
13 South Branch Intelligencer, June 2, 1871.

14 South Branch Intelligencer, June 13, 1873.

15 South Branch Intelligencer, January 30, 1874.

uded

Turnpi ke »Company

EtaedCint i




Crossing the South Branch in Hampshire County, A History of Our Bridges

recent 1936 and 1996 floods (gauge heights of 34 to 35 feet at Springfield).*® This
ffreshetodid extensive damage throughout the area (Appendix Ill). The absence of
mention of damage to a bridge at the Lower Hanging Rocks supports that no bridge was
there at that time. Ferry service was apparently continued (Figure 3). Late in 1878
assets of the South Branch Bridge Company were sold.!” Therefore the South Branch
Bridge Company was never successful in rebuilding the Wire Bridge.

Even with the ferry, crossing at the ford was probably very common. One traveler®
experience in 1882 shows no bridge and a fsometimes ferryoin 1882 (Figure 4). He
had a hazardous time fording the river. His complete account is given in Appendix IV.
Nine years later, a boating party floated the river from Upper Hanging Rocks to

Ferndale.l® i Th a't
Bl ue, Esq. ,

ni ght
near

when T start upon my Leips—**not knosw.
ine whither 1 go.” My last was lo
Froatburg by way of Springdeld, Fraok-
lort & the new Liridzu—saw many signs
of thritt-~man- things durno—some
thinzs that ouzht to be done—nolab’y
e Gnisting of the railroail to Rannuy
and a bridge over the river wheré the
wire bridge was, 1iad an unpleasnal
oxperience thern. Stood on the bank
i a cold, driving wind wailing for a
ferryman, but nune coming, weat dowy
to try tho ford, got out of tuo track, iu
deep waler and on the big rocks. My
horse got disconraged and stopped in
the wmiddleof-the viver with: the water up
to hier eides and ranning through (ke
huggy; after several effur s, got out, re-
golving that T would not sttempt that
ford again if there was any way to lank
At A’road traveled so much—so0 im-
portant to Romney and the country g-
round, should nevor have such an im-

pediment, But thence on the way was
pleasant.
South Branch Intelligencer

May 5, 1882

Figure 4 A Gentleman's Experience

Traveling From Romney to Frostburg

1 am Like “the father of the faltbful,” '

they spent i

n the

hospitabl e

t h e Thdredwere onty briddge remaing thera, e ma i n s .
not a bridge. See Appendix V for the complete
account. The situation of no bridge at the Lower
Hanging Rocks came to a head in 1897 (Figure
5). Even Robert M. Washington who lived at
nearby Ridgedale and traveled the road regularly
had trouble fording the river. A plea for a new
bridge was made in the Hampshire Review after

b R. M Washingloa came very
Inear getting u -ducking at Blue
| Ford last'Saturday. as the ford
{is washad out so budly  After
jdriving to this side of the river
{he could hardly get up the bank
{1t being washed out so deep We
cortainly need a bridge at this
[place
The Hampshire Review

April 7, 1897

D. R Heath came verynear
being drowned at Blues ford at
the wire bridge, Monday even-
ing. . He .di¢. dot think the ford
had washed out so much but it
had washed out in the middle of
the river gnd his horse steped off
the bank and had he not besn a
good swimmer he could nqt have.
gotten out. - ’

The Hampshire Review

May 12, 1897

fonininee, .. A Bod Ford, .

The condition of tho ford at
the old wire bridge, near Spring
fleld, makes it imperative that
somethiong be done by the county.
Several persons havs gotten in
beyond theirdepth there racently
and one of them, R. M Washing
ton,' had his family with him and'
it.was a mere accident that the
whole family were not drowned. !

If the court does not consiuder
it ~expedient 10 build a. _,hmk%e
why could not s ferry Le ental
lished? It might oven be cheap-
er to build u bridge than to de-
fend an cxpensive law suit, pay
heavy damages and have some
of “ouT citizens -drowned -in -the
barguin

Weo have no suggestions to
make further thap that some

[Thing Blight to do-doner~ - - -
The Hampshire Review
May 19, 1897

Figure 5 Bridge Needed at the Lower Hanging Rocks

16 USGS Stream Flow Data,

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wv/nwis/uv/?site_no=01608500&PARAmeter cd=00065,00060,62614,62615.

17 South Branch Intelligencer, September 27, 1878.
18 South Branch Intelligencer, September 4, 1891.
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Mr. Washington and others had hazardous experiences fording the river at Blue Ford.
Clearly for the period from 1864 to 1897, there was no bridge and in 1897 not even a
ferry at the Lower Hanging Rocks.

Blue Ford*® at the Lower Hanging Rocks was probably much better earlier but the river

does move and change its fords, sometimes completely washing them out. An example

of this was F oweesad oftlee UpperdangingtiReckslorosimply The

Rocks. Before 1936 it was a very good ford that my grandfather, George Silas Herriott,

would cross nearly daily in his Model T Ford on his trips from his farm to Romney. The
1936 flood completely washed it out. The flood on September 28, 18962° may have
seriously deteriorated crossing at Blue Ford, leading to these 1897 fording problems.

The authorities apparently got the message because construction of a new bridge (the
second bridge) was completed at the end of 1897 (Figure 6). The cost was about
$4000.

Two var-load of iron for the We hear the new bridge which
3?% Bfgfea%?gfdéfﬁtgﬁgrg? has replaced tte old wire bridge
at begin At once on the new bridge is already a great convenience to|
at the old wire bridge. : the people If one could be put
The Hampshire Review at the ford below Milleson's

November 3, 1897 Mill it would be a great con

Th Sesls. b gk i venience. It has been talked of. |
The.cler i court was ; - i
directed to issue orders for the The Bridge Company have Walike 1o wei thia Syl of lim ‘
amount of ¥2000 00 upon the de completed.one half of the new Provement amoaog our people,
livery of the iron for the oew bridge and expects to get the and the extra tax is so little, it
bridge, at Hanging Rook, nearother span up this week. They would scarcely he felt.
Springtield, and the sheriff ‘s8ay il will be a grand jobuf ; ;
directed to puy the same worko vt Tt = The Hampshire Review

The Hampshire Review The Hampshire Review February 9, 1898

November 3. 1897 December 8, 1897

A number of hands were put
40 work. this morning-filling:
ngmwhgs to the new bridge
the old wire bridge.

The Hampshire Review
September 15, 1897

s o

Figure 6 New Bridge Built at the Lower Hanging Rocks in 1897

Tragically, ice going out on the river in March 1902 destroyed this second bridge at the
Lower Hanging Rocks (Figure 7). T h at fidgehhadsan ibon, instead of a stone pier,
in the middle of the streamd suggests i
a suspension bridge. The bridge had been there only four years. It is presumed that
crossing the river at this location once again became fording and possibly ferrying.

Iron for a new third bridge had been purchased for some time but not used as shown by

the comment in the Hampshire Review in August 1907 (Figure 8). It was still another

19 Because Blues lived at a number of places along the South Branch, more than one ford has been
called Blue Ford.
20 The Hampshire Review, October 7, 1896.
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= 5
Great Damago
Done to Property Along the South Brangh,

Last Week, by the Heavy Ice Freshet—
County Dridge Carried Away,

The heavy ice freshet in tbe
Soath Branch, last week, did
great damage to individual, rail.
[Toad-and-county -property.—The]
ice began moving out of the riv-
er above and opposite town
about eight o'clock t Tuesday
evening. In some places the ice
was three feet thick and the
gorges threw the water over the
low land and piled up the ice
against the banks of the streams
and on the low lands.

The county was the heaviest
.oser, as the bridge erected on

he site of the Old Wire Bridge,
about a mile west of Springfield,
at a cost of about 84,080. a few
years ago, was swept into the
stream und is a total wreck. This

oridge bad an iron, instead of a

stone pier, in the middle of the
_stream.

Against this the ice
ptled high and the pressure was
so great that finally it yielded
s0d went down into the river
with a crash, .

About eighty feet of trestle,
Just west of the railroad bridge,
v+ R M Washington's, was
'wept away, making a great gap
1o the road, which delayed traffic
and cut off this section from the
out side world. No mail was re-
ceived here Wednesday, but
uwbout noon Thursday the Rail
road Company sent a train up
from Gree: Spring and the train
from Romney went down and
met it. Passengers and mail
were ferried over and this opera
tion was continued until Friday
morning when the heavy rain
underminded a trestle at Donald

talten’ 6ff nnd uch ‘of tid gYayer

{0n’'s cutting off all communica
tion again. The Company had
men and material on hand, al
most immediately, to repair the
damage, but a second rise in the
water, owing to the thaw of
Wednesday and Thursday, pre-
vented any prompt action in the
way of repairing the work.

The fill at the bridge west of
town was also damaged consid
erably, some of tbe logs being

gud rocks being whshed away * -
The West Virginia Central
Railway and the main line of the
B. & O, both suffered severely.
from damage inflicted by tbe'
ireshet. The water was not so
very high, but the ice being so
thick and heavy that where ever
it went it wrought destruction to
everything in its path

The Hampshire Review, March 5, 1902

Figure 7 Ice Pack Destroys Bridge at the Lower Hanging Rocks in early 1902

Figure 8 Bridge Finally Built at the Lower Hanging Rocks in 1909

year, August 1908, that bids were actually requested for bridge construction. The third
bridge was subsequently built in 1909. This 309-foot long suspension bridge had a
fourteen-foot wide roadway?! allowing only a single lane for traffic.

21 Epperly, Randy, WV Department of Transportation, 2018.



