
ampstytte County
tstforical Society

2003 NEWSLETTER THIRD-FOURTH QUARTER

“THE BOXWOOD” IS 2003 ORNAMENT SELECTION

The Hampshire County Historical Society has 
selected “The Boxwood” as the featured structure on the 
2003 Christmas ornament. This house is located at 287 
East Main Street in Romney.

Early Commonwealth of Virginia records indicate the 
property was titled to Charles Lee on October 27, 1793. 
During this time a log cabin was erected on the land. 
After owning the parcel for nearly six years, Charles Lee 
sold it to James M. Marshal for one cent July 13, 1799. 
Legal documents described it as “all that tract or parcel 
of land granted by the Commonwealth of Virginia to 
Charles Lee on the date October 27, 1793 and laying in 
the county of Hampshire adjoining the lot laid off for a 
courthouse in the now town of Romney.”

Sir Peyton Shipwirth (or Shipwith), the next buyer, 
purchased the same property consisting of 340 acres for 
$100, August 14, 1799, and owned it until his death. On 
January 9, 1809, his widow, Jane Shipwirth, sold the 
holding to William Naylor for the sum of $100. Susan 
Naylor, widowed in turn, sold out to Alfred P. White for 
$200 current money of the United States “a certain lot or 
parcel of land adjoining at the corner of the stables on 
the lot sold to Nathal Kuydendall, on the alley then with 
the alley to the Northwestern Turnpike road, thence with 
Northwestern Turnpike 136 feet, 3 inches, to a stake, 
then a line parallel with the alley to Kuykendall’s and 
then with Kuykendall’s line to the beginning containing 
1 acre of land more or less, the said lot being part of the 
meadow lot....” During this period an addition was 
added to the front of the structure, which was used as a 
law office for William Naylor.

The property changed hands yet again November 5, 
1863, when it was purchased for $975, by Dr. Samuel R. 
Lupton. Local newspapers indicate it was used both as a 
doctor’s office and a hospital during the Civil War. On 
July 18, 1895, H.B. Gilkeson, an attorney, was appointed 
by special commission to represent Patty P. Lupton, Dr. 
Samuel’s widow, George F., Charles H., and Kate 
(Lupton) Shaffer. On July 30, 1901, Samuel H. 
Williams purchased the property from the Luptons’s 
representative, H.B. Gilkeson, for the princely sum of 
$41,363.07.

Samuel, owning the parcel for nearly two years, sold 
a portion of it to Ray M. Buster for $2,600, “the parcel 
being situated east of and near the town of Romney on 
the north side of the Northwestern Grade.

Then on November 3, 1910, Ray M. Busier sold out 
to M.H. Taylor for the sum of $3,800 “real estate 
situated east of and now within the corporate limits of 
Romney, commonly known as the Lupton property. 
M.H. Taylor in turn sold to Sallie C. Ailes, June 10, 
1912, for $10 cash in hand “property situated in the town 
of Romney, commonly known as the Lupton property.”

George Billmyre became the next to own the house 
when he purchased it from Sallie C. Ailes and her 
husband for $3,750, June 13, 1916.

After Mr. Billmvre’s death, his widow Rosa earned 
her living by providing hospitality and shelter for 
tourists and travelers in the area. When Rosa could no 
longer maintain the property, she indicated to John Blue, 
her next-door neighbor, that the property was for sale.

John Blue purchased the property July 1, 1940, for 
$2,000. He then moved into the house, vacating the 
structure next door, which became the home of his son,
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John and his bride, Madeline.
He erected a brick structure between the two houses 

for the purpose of installing a coal furnace, the heat 
being piped into both homes. Many years later this 
system was changed so that each house had its own oil 
furnace.

This house has sheltered many owners and families 
as well as those in need of medical services and legal 
assistance. The final home of John Blue, which remains 
in the family, has surely witnessed joy, laughter, love 
and happiness, and also sorrow, illness, injuries, and 
death.

Hampshire 250th Anniversary: Join in the Planning!
Next year, 2004, will be the 250th anniversary of 

Hampshire County. Anyone interested is invited to 
attend the Hampshire 250 Committee meetings, the 
second Monday of each month, 3 p.m., at Taggart Hall 
in Romney. A year-long schedule of activities is being 
planned; be sure that your organization is sponsoring 
some part of the celebration, and/or is recognized in the 
commemorative book.

National Register of Historic Places
In October, the GFWC of Romney sponsored a series 

of workshops about the National Register of Historic 
Places. The workshops were presented by experts from 
the Division of History and Culture, Charleston. The 
sessions, one in Capon Bridge and two in Romney, were 
well attended by about 30 people in all.

For a county with such a long and interesting history, 
Hampshire has remarkably few places named on the 
National Register - only about a half dozen! One of the 
Hampshire 250 Committee goals is to increase aware
ness of this program and to encourage owners to con
sider whether their property might be appropriate for this 
honor. We believe that the workshops have interested 
more people to begin the process of applying for 
registration of their properties.

One workshop covered the tax incentives and grants 
available for protecting and preserving our historic sites.

Thanks to Mary French Barbe and the GFWC for 
sponsoring this very informative workshop series.

Desks donated to Willow Chapel School
In our last issue, we reported that the old Willow 

Chapel School in Capon Springs was in need of help, 
including a new roof. We’re happy to report that the 
fund drive exceeded the $5,000 goal.

Anyone who ever attended a one-room school knows 
how very special these old one- and two-room school 
buildings are. We are delighted that the Willow Chapel 
Church, which now owns the school building, is plan
ning to take care of the structure, and make it into a 
school museum.

This summer, three very old Hampshire County 
school desks were made available to the Historical 
Society by Lora Cooper Edwards at a reasonable price. 
The desks would have accommodated two to three 
young students, and came from the Capon Bridge one- 
room school, now gone. They are very sturdy, simple 
desks made from wide boards, and even show some 
markings presumably made by students whose attention 
had perhaps wandered from the teacher. The benches 
did not survive.

HCHS acquired the three desks, and has donated two 
to the Willow Chapel School Museum and one to the 
upcoming Capon Bridge Museum.

If you want to help with the Willow Chapel School 
Museum or if you have any school-related items to 
donate, contact Johnny Oates at (304) 874-3703 or Barry 
Lupton at (304) 874-3154. If you want to make a cash 
donation to the project, make your check payable to the 
Willow Chapel School House Fund and send it Betty 
Tharp, P.O. Box 173, Wardensville, WV 26851.

Request for Genealogy Information: Barrett
The following letter was received from Patty (Barrett) 

King:
I was reading on the website that Hampshire 

County is celebrating 250 years. I am interested in the 
history because my family (Barrett) came from Capon 
Bridge in Hampshire County. / was wondering if you 
knew of a book or if the historical society gives out some 
brochures on the history of Hampshire County. I do 
have records that date back until 1850, but they are 
census. I want to know where my family lived and who 
were the other families in the town. I want to know 
specific and personal things about them. I do know that 
my Grandfather was named after a "Loy ” Hook. So I 
was wondering if you could help me with this.

Anyone with information to share may contact 
her at: t>attvbking@aol.com or (301) 567-1509 or 

Patty B. King 
6816 Haven Ave 
Oxon Hill, MD 20745

HCHS Sponsors Christmas Traditions House
The fifth annual Christmas Traditions House at 

Hooks Tavern in Capon Bridge will be sponsored by the 
Historical Society and the Artisans for Fort Edwards, 
with profits going to support the work of The Fort 
Edwards Foundation.

If you are looking for a unique and special Christmas 
gift, be sure to come and see the wares offered by dozens 
of local artists and authors at the Christmas Traditions 
House. Paintings, weaving, hand-made furniture, and all 
kinds of holiday items will be on sale.

mailto:attvbking@aol.com


Books from local authors will be especially featured 
this year, including brand new books from Bob Flanagan 
and Phil Gallery/Janet Harlow. The Cacapon CEOS 
Club will sponsor a bake sale as well.

Historic Hooks Tavern is the location for the Christ
mas Traditions House again this year. It is located 'A 
mile east of Capon Bridge at the corner of Smokey 
Hollow Road and U.S. Route 50.

New Hampshire County Book Available in March
A new book is being published by the Hampshire 

County 250th Anniversary Committee as part of the 2004 
celebration. The book, Hampshire County, West Vir
ginia, 1754-2004, is a compilation of 93 chapters about 
all aspects of history and life in this, the oldest county in 
West Virginia. It is edited by Roberta Munske and 
Wiimer Kerns. The distinguished group of authors in
cludes Willard Wirtz, George Constantz, Judge Donald 
Cookman, Terry Gruber, Rob Wolford, Bob Flanagan, 
Dan Oates, Brenda Riffle, John Pancake, Virginia Pan
cake, Michael O’Brien, Charles See, Jane Ailes, and 
many others, each an authority on their subject.

New research by genealogist Wiimer Kerns and 
others is included in the book, and there is an extensive 
index of hundreds of Hampshire County names.

The book will be hardbound, over 250 pages, with 52 
photographs, and will sell for $29.95. It will be avail
able in March 2004 at the Taggart Hall Visitor Center in 
Romney, and other locations. Advance orders may be 
placed using the order form below.

Book Order Form

Make check to HCCVB and mail to 
Roberta Munske, Editor 
HC 64, Box 39 
Yellow Spring, WV 26865

I would like to preorder Hampshire County, West 
Virginia, 1754-2004, which will be published in March 
2004.

Name_____________________________ ________
Phone______________
Address___________________________________

_____ copy(s) @ $29.95 $____________
6% tax for WV residents $____________
Add $4.00 shipping and handling $____________
per book if you wish it to be mailed to you. If you prefer 
to pick up your book(s) at the Taggart Hall Visitor 
Center, you will be notified when they are available.

Total Enclosed $____________ _

Special Limited Edition
In addition to the regular edition of the anniversary 

book, Hampshire County, West Virginia, 1754-2004, 
arrangements are being made with Mount Pleasant 
Bookbinders for a very special limited numbered edition 
of 30 copies for serious book collectors or connoisseurs.

Mount Pleasant Bookbinders is an old family 
bookbinder located in Hampshire County that does 
specialty hand binding and repair of books using old 
methods and tools. This limited edition will be quarter- 
bound in leather, gold-embossed, with a matching 
slipcase. You may have your own name embossed on 
the cover of the book if you wish.

The Limited Edition books will sell at $175.00. For 
more information or to order, call Roberta Munske, 
(304) 856-3019.

Capon Bridge Museum
Interior work continues on the old Dr. Gardner build

ing at the Capon Bridge Library. Plans are to open it as 
a town museum in September 2004. If you wish to do
nate to the project, you may use the form below.

Contacts:
Bob Smith, HCHS President (304) 496-7018
Paula Nesmith, HCHS Vice President 856-3260
Alanna McGuinn, HCHS Secretary 856-3805
Brenda Hiett, HCHS Treasurer 856-2623
Roberta Munske, Newsletter and 

Hampshire 250 Committee Coordinator 856-3019

Hampshire County Historical Society 
Post Office Box 549 
Augusta, WV 26704

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2004

Name___________________________________

Street_________________________________________

City___________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip__________________

O $10 Individual C7 $18 Couple CJ S35 Organizations

Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips & Tows

*******

MUSEUM OF THE TOWN OF CAPON BRIDGE

Enclosed is a donation of $__________for use on this
project.

J


