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2002 NEWSLETTER THIRD QUARTER

HERITAGE HOUSE TOURS IN BLOOMERY AND ROMNEY

Two wonderful house tours are coming up in Sep
tember as part of the Hampshire Heritage Days cele
bration. Three houses in Romney will be on view on 
Saturday, September 7, from 10 to 4, and two old stone 
houses plus four other sites in Bloomery will be open on 
Sunday, September 8, from 1 to 5. Tickets are required 
for each tour.
Romney House Tour.

The Blue House. In Romney, Mrs. Madeline Blue’s 
house on Main Street will be open. This house was built 
in 1900 and has been the home of the descendants of Lt. 
John Blue, famed Confederate spy, whose memoirs were 
published in Hanging Rock Rebel.

The Keller House. Across the street, The Keller 
House will also be on the tour agenda. This was built in 
1906 in the American four-square style with an Art Nou
veau influence. Joseph Keller commissioned the house 
to be built for him and his wife, Louisa DeWitt Keller, 
of Garrett County, Maryland. The local contractor, Mr. 
Clower, built the house for them. Supposedly Mr. Keller 
died before the house was completed, and so he never 
lived in it.

The Kellers had two daughters, Mary Browning 
Keller and Margaret Inskeep Keller. Mary married 
Edward W. Miller. Margaret never married, and she 
maintained her residence in the Keller House. Margaret 
worked as secretary to Governor John J. Cornwell 
and she continued as his secretary when he became 
chief counsel for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 
For a number of years she also served as Chief 
Clerk of the Law Department of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. She was involved with the Romney 
Realty Company and served as the editor and co
publisher of the Hampshire Review until her death 
in 1955.

There were two Margaret Kellers who resided in 
Romney. Margaret Inskeep’s father, Joseph Keller, 
had a sister Margaret Hopkins Keller. She was 
more familiarly referred to as “Miss Hoppy” by 
those who knew her. She taught at the School for

the Deaf from 1890 to 1940 and served as a prin
cipal during the superintendency of F.L. Burdette.

The cherry wood used for the steps in the foyer 
of the house was given to Joseph Keller by Gilbert 
Miller many years prior to the marriage of Gilbert 
to Joseph’s daughter Mary. While Mr. Clower was 
the contractor, a Mr. Hamilton was responsible for 
the woodworking, which is still enjoyed today.

The house is currently owned by Ila Shaffer. 
Previous owners were Mrs. Louisa Dewitt Keller, 
Margaret Inskeep Keller, Bob and Betty Stump 
Rice, Earl and Lelah Edgell, Steve and Nancy 
Townsend, and Dan and Beth Oates.

Valiev View. The third Romney house on the 
tour is Valley View, current the home of Bob and 
Kim Mayhew. It is located northwest of town over
looking the South Branch Valley. This is a hand
some, solid brick, ante-bellum farm manor house, 
built by James Parsons in 1855.

Valley View’s signature feature is the expansive 
double deck porch from which visitors can enjoy 
the panorama of the valley looking north. At the 
front entrance, take time to notice the glass fantail 
surrounding the massive native hardwood front 
door, which still possesses the blacksmith-con
structed door lock assembly, hinges and bell. 
Inside, the visitor is greeted by a spacious and 
comfortable home.

The Mayhews have recently completed a total 
renovation of Valley View, including the addition 
of a sunroom off the semi-detached kitchen, which 
takes advantage of the southwestern winter sun to 
bring more light to the kitchen area. The summer 
kitchen was tom down long ago, but visitors can see 
the concrete slab where it once stood. The 
smokehouse and the carriage house still stand and 
perform useful functions today.



Upon entering the foyer, the visitor is greeted by 
a majestic and sweeping staircase. The parlor, a 
sunny and inviting room in any season, but more 
especially so in winter, beckons the visitor to the 
left. Beyond the parlor the visitor can pass to the 
dining room. The construction indicates that the 
parlor was used as a spillover area when the owners 
entertained guests for dinner. On the east side of 
the first floor, is the comfy den where blues, jazz 
and big band music from the entertainment system 
are enjoyed.

Valley View Farm deeds can be traced back to 
tract 22 of the Lord Fairfax land grant. This tract 
has been owned by some of the most significant 
people in the history of Hampshire County. John 
Forman deeded this property to Samuel Kercheval, 
Jr., on October 30, 1832. Samuel’s son, John B. 
Kercheval, took possession of Valley View upon 
the death of his father. Along with Samuel, Jr. and 
his wife, Catherine, Valley View was owned at one 
time by an A. Inskeep and his wife, Ann. Possibly 
Ann and Samuel were brother and sister.

On May 21, 1847, John B. Kercheval deeded 
Valley View farm to Colonel Isaac Parsons who left 
the farmland to his heirs: Isaac Parsons and his 
wife Emma, Sally S. Brady and her husband Isaac 
T., Virginia B. Arnold and husband George T., 
Mary Susan Pancake and her husband Joseph A., 
Edith Parsons, and James D. Parsons.

Legend has it that James Parsons built the Valley 
View house in 1855 for the princely sum of $8500. 
Three years later he died, penniless, of consump
tion. He was a large man and enjoyed riding his 
horse to the river to lie in the cool waters to ease the 
pain of his consumption.

Charles Harmison obtained the deed to Valley 
View from John J. Jacobs, Special Commissioner 
through Elizabeth Parsons, widow of James Parsons 
on October 5, 1869.

During the 1890’s, Valley View was conveyed 
several times among the Harmison heirs and ulti
mately was conveyed to Paul C. and Nancy P. 
Harmison on February 12, 1946.

On October 31, 1963, Valley View Farm passed 
from the Harmison family after 100 years of 
ownership when Martha Newell and her brother 
Lincoln Paine purchased the property. The Newell 
ownership period was marked by great improve
ment in the old home. Martha and Philip Newell 
lost their son in a farming accident. Perhaps owing 
to that great loss or developing interests in another 
direction, Martha Newell sold Valley View Farm to

Renick Wiliams and James R. Mayhew on March 
15, 1979. Williams and Mayhew conveyed a por
tion of the property including the farm manor home 
to Robert E. and Nancy H. Mayhew on October 3,
1979. Then later the property passed to Nancy H. 
Mayhew, then to L. Hunter Wilson and on Septem
ber 30, 2000, to Robert E. and Kimberly D. 
Mayhew. Mr. Mayhew appears to be the only two- 
time owner of Valley View Farm at this point in 
time during the long and colorful history of this 
great and remarkably preserved old river home. 
(Submitted by Robert E. Mayhew.)

Bloomery Heritage Tour
The Bloomery Heritage Tour consists of six 

sites, including two old stone homes. Bloomery is a 
scattered community located along Route 127 in the 
northeast comer of Hampshire County. It was 
originally settled in the latter part of the 1700’s by 
descendants of Jost Hite. Bloomery was once a 
busy industrial center, with a large iron furnace, 
woolen mill, tannery, and a large grain mill.

Laurel Hill United Methodist Church. This is 
the first stop on the tour, going from east to west. It 
was founded and dedicated in 1881. Mrs. Susan 
Peacemaker donated the land for this church build
ing. It was remodeled in 1906 and again in 1984. 
This is a small but charming church, typical of the 
early chapels in Hampshire County. Of particular 
note are the heavy wooden front doors. There will 
be a display of old bibles.

The Peacemaker House. Next is the Peacemaker 
House, an original stone house with additions, 
currently owned by Steve and Annette Peacemaker.

Omps Grocery Store. Omps Grocery Store, built 
in 1962, represents a mid-twentieth century 
community store. For many years it was also the 
post office, and Raymond Omps, the father of the 
current owner, was postmaster of Bloomery from 
1942 to 1971. Also, there will be a display here of 
photographs and blueprint plans of Isaac Hite’s log 
cabin, built nearby, around 1800. The cabin is no 
longer standing, although the foundation may be 
seen. Carrol and Lena Omps will serve refresh
ments to tour takers.

The Denton House. Further along is the Denton 
House, a handsome, old stone house with double 
porches. It was built circa 1810. The house has 
original Federal-style woodwork and an Adams 
mantel located in the living room. A cooking iron 
still hangs in the large old former kitchen fireplace 
and includes a stone hearth. Col. Robert Sherrard,



an early owner of the house, had a general store and 
post office here as well during his lifetime.

Bloomery Presbyterian Cemetery. Col. Sherrard 
was buried nearby at the Bloomery Presbyterian 
Church Cemetery. Stop here to see the graves of 
some of the early settlers in the area, whose names 
include Hite, Kerns, Alexander, Shanholtz, Abrell, 
Mclntire, Kelly, Leith/Leath, Nesmith, Cloud, and 
Copenhaver.

Bloomery Iron Furnace. The final stop on the 
Bloomery tour is the Iron Furnace, a reminder that 
this was an early industrial center. It was built in 
1833 by Thomas Pastley, then later owned by Lewis 
Passmor, and then by L.A. Pancast and his heirs. It 
operated until 1875, with annual capacity of 8500 
tons. The iron was carried on rafts and flat boats 
down the Cacapon River to the Potomac. Perhaps 
the molten iron, or “bloom,” was the inspiration for 
the name Bloomery.

Tickets
Tickets are $7.00 in advance and $8.00 the 

day of the tour. Separate tickets are needed for each 
of the two tours (Romney and Bloomery). Tickets 
are available at:
Romney: Taggart Hall Visitor Desk and Bank of 
Romney.
Capon Bridge: Fort Edwards Visitor Center, Capon 
Bridge Library and the Bank of Romney Branch. 
Bloomery: Omps Grocery Store.

Tickets may also be ordered by mail from: 
Hampshire Heritage Tours, c/o Roberta Munske, 
HC 64, Box 39, Yellow Spring, WV 26865. Make 
your check payable to “Hampshire Heritage Days.” 
Be sure to specify which tour you want.

The tours are sponsored by the Heritage Day 
Committee and the Bloomery CEOS Club. All 
profits will go to these two groups.

Valley View is one of the Romney houses that will be 
on tour on Saturday, September 7.

Hampshire 250 Projects
With Hampshire County’s 250lh Anniversary coming 

up in 2004, a number of projects are now underway to 
get ready.

Cemetery Inventory and Clean-Up.Wavne McGahuey 
of the Capon Bridge Ruritan Club continues to visit and 
catalogue the many small cemeteries in the county. 
You can view his ongoing progress on the web site at 
www.raven-villages.net/rwanye/hampco/index.htm.

Old School Inventory and Map. Rob Wolford is 
heading an effort to gather the names and locations of all 
the old schools in the county. Many of you have seen 
the very old and somewhat illegible map of the schools 
that hangs over the water fountain in the county 
courthouse. Rob is working at reconstructing this map, 
and Kathee Rogers is helping him with information she 
has gathered over the years. Frank Whitacre will assist 
with mapping this information. The completed draft of 
the map is expected to be on display at Heritage Days, so 
that we can gather more information from the public.

Heritage Music CD and Booklet. Steve Ritz and Paul 
Roomsburg have agreed to put together a CD of old-time 
Hampshire County music to add yet another dimension 
to our 250lh celebration. They have long been collecting 
and playing Appalachian heritage music, and this will 
provide an opportunity to preserve it for posterity. A 
small booklet about the history of the music and our 
musicians will also be compiled. If you have old photo
graphs or information about local music or musicians, 
please contact Steve Ritz at 822-5818.

We need active HCHS members if we are going to 
accomplish any of these activities. If you want to help 
out or just get more information, please call one of the 
following:
Contacts:
Roberta Munske, Hampshire 250 856-3019
Wayne McGahuey, Cemeteries 856-3274
Steve Ritz, Heritage Music 822-5818
Brenda Hiett, Treasurer, HCHS 856-2623
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 7-8, Saturdav-Sundav, Hampshire Heritage 
Days 2002. In Romney see Civil War reenactors, the 
artisans village, art show, crafts and food, and more. 
The HCHS table will be in Taggart Hall, with the 2002 
Christmas ornament available there.
September 7, Saturday, 10 to 4, Hampshire Heritage 
Day Open House at Fort Edwards in Capon Bridge. See 
French and Indian War reenactors, Artisans for Fort 
Edwards, food, fanners market and bake sale.
September 8, Saturday, 10 to 4, Romney House Tour, 
ticket required.
September 8, Sunday, 1 to 5. Bloomery House Tour, to 
be sponsored by the Heritage Days Committee and the 
Bloomery CEOS Club, ticket required.
September 14, Saturday, 10 to 2, Artisans for Fort 
Edwards, pottery-making demonstration by Lin Haus- 
knecht, at the Fort Edwards Visitor Center.


