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PLANS BEGIN FOR HAMPSHIRE COUNTY’S 25<T ANNIVERSARY IN 2004

West Virginia's Oldest County
Older than West Virginia itself. Hampshire is the 

oldest county in the state. It was formed on May 1, 
1754. from part of what was then Frederick County. 
Virginia. It was originally much larger and contained all 
or parts of what are now- Hardy. Grant. Tucker and 
Mineral Counties.

Since this is the first county in West Virginia to reach 
its 250th anniversary, there is no pattern to follow in 
designing our celebration. The closest event in recent 
times would be the 1976 American Bicentennial

With some help from Charles Hall of North River 
Mills, a committee has been formed to begin making 
plans. The group will meet every other month, the 
second Monday at 4 p.m. at Taggart Hall in Romney. 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 13. and anyone 
interested is invited to join in.

The committee is a loose association of represent
atives from community service organizations and major 
elements of the area. For the present. Roberta Munske is 
the coordinator.

The current approach is that special events for the 
2004 Anniversary Celebration should be largely 
organized by various organizations presently operating 
in the county'. There are plenty of opportunities for each 
organization to do something special. Furthermore, the 
theme of Hampshire County's 250th Anniversary' could 
be incorporated into any existing ongoing activities 
during the year 2004.

President Bob Smith represents the Hampshire 
County Historical Society on this committee, and 
regularly attends the meetings. This ought to be a major 
opportunity for HCHS, and we need plenty of volunteers 
to bring ideas to fruition. Several ideas have been put 
forward that would be appropriate for HCHS to sponsor.

Cemetery Inventory' and Clean-Up
HCHS has long been active in the clean-up and 

inventory of various cemeteries, but on a sporadic basis. 
In the past, several inventories have been published, but 
they are incomplete.

Now, with 21st century technology', is the time to 
bring our efforts together and complete the job, or at

least bring it up to date. Wayne McGahuey of the Capon 
Bridge Ruritan Club has volunteered to do the physical 
inventory of county gravesites and build a computer 
database for Hampshire County, with a goal of 
completing it by 2004.

Because of the long history and rural nature of our 
county, there are many small, old cemeteries now on 
private properties. If you know' of any of these, please 
contact Wayne McGahuey (856-3274) to alert him to 
their existence, and arrange permission for him to come 
and include them in his inventory'.

As we inventory these cemeteries, it would be 
appropriate to schedule graveyard clean-up. if needed. 
Carolyn Bowman has suggested that this would be a 
good project for 4-H groups, and she will organize this 
aspect of the plan. If you have a small cemetery on your 
property, you might consider taking responsibility to do 
it yourself.

We hope any HCHS member who has prior records 
or local knowledge will help with locating all the ceme
teries and feeding this information to Mr. McGahuey. 
Other plans include creating a map of all the cemeteries 
and perhaps publishing the information in book form.

To see what has been done so far, look at the web site 
at www.raven-villages.net/rwayne/hampco/index.htm.

National Register of Historic Places
To our knowledge, Hampshire County has fewer than 

a dozen sites listed on the National Register. Yet this is 
an area rich in wonderful historic places, some lovingly 
restored and tended, others rotting away and forgotten.

HCHS would like to form a committee to help 
organize interested owners of such places to research 
and apply for placement on the Register, and perhaps 
sponsor a workshop on the subject. Research is needed 
to find information about financial resources available 
and/or tax incentives for owners. If you have experience 
with this process or are interested in working on such a 
committee, contact Roberta Munske, Coordinator of the 
Hampshire County' 250th Anniversarv Committee (856- 
3019).

If you are the owner of a building or site that you 
believe may have historic significance, you can find

http://www.raven-villages.net/rwayne/hampco/index.htm


more information from the National Park Service online 
at www.cr.nps.gov/nr/nrpubs.html, or by writing to National 
Register. History and Education, National Park Service. 
NC400. 1849 C Street. NW. Washington. DC 20240.

For more information about Hampshire County's 
250" Anniversary, take a look at the web site at 
www hampshire250 org

We need active HCHS members if we are going 
to accomplish these activities If you want to help out or 
just get more information, call one of the following:

Contacts:
Roberta Munske. Hampshire 250 856-3019
Wayne McGahuev. Cemeteries 856-3274
Brenda Hiett. Treasurer. HCHS 856-2623

11 dyne McGahuev will be scouring the county for lost cemeteries If you see 
him. please encourage this importani inventory- project

Bloomery Log House Plans Donated
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Butler of Winchester have 

donated to HCHS photographs and plans of an old log 
house that once stood in Bloomery. The Butlers 
purchased the house in the 1980's with the intention of 
moving and reconstructing it. The stone foundation was 
left in place at the Bloomery site. The Butlers were not 
able to carry out their plan, and resold the logs, which 
have been incorporated into a building near Middieburg. 
Virginia.

The oldest part of the log house is believed to have 
been built circa 1790 - 1 800, with a later addition added. 
It w'as located on a hillside overlooking Route 127, off 
Route 522 to Bloomery, WV. According to Historic 
Hampshire, (edited by Seiden W.-Brannon, McLain 
Publishing Company, 1976, page 185), “Bloomery was 
settled in the latter part of the 1700?s by the descendants

of Yost Hite, who led the first settlement of thirteen 
families up the Shenandoah Valley to settle west of the 
Blue Ridge. The Hite family of Bloomery migrated 
from Strasburg. Virginia."

Along with the architectural drawings, there are over 
a dozen detailed photographs of the house before it was 
dismantled. This ensemble of information provides an 
exceptional documentation of an original late eighteenth- 
century log home. All the logs were oak.

Our thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Butler for preserving this 
unique piece of our history and for making it available 
for public viewing. Anyone interested in seeing the 
Hite-Butler log house documentation, contact Roberta 
Munske, (304) 856-3019.

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Butler of Winchester donate plans and photographs of a 
Bloomeiy log home to HCIIS.

EXISTING
ELEVATION

Drawing of the side view of the house, showing individual logs and stone 
chimney. These detailed drawings and floor plans of the house show us how 

was constructed.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/nrpubs.html


Photograph of the front (downhill side) of the Hite House, taken March I9S6. 
before it was dismantled.. Considerable damage to the roof of the original 
structure had destroyed much of the flooring below. The stone cellar was 

marked by low ceiling and low entrances.

Four-County Historical Societies to Meet
Hampshire. Mineral. Grant and Hardy Counties share 

much common history'. Now their respective historical 
societies are looking at the possibility of a joint 
gathering to share experiences and ideas.

On January 29. HCHS President Bob Smith and 
Vice President Paula Nesmith attended a board meeting 
of the Mineral County Historical Society in Keyser. to 
begin discussion of a group meeting of the four counties' 
historical societies. Preliminary discussion focused on a 
joint picnic sometime next summer. This could open the 
door to sharing ideas and plans, as well as exploring 
grant and other funding opportunities. Mineral County 
Historical Society is very active and has over 100 
members.

Hampshire Heritage Days Committee Plans
Yes. it’s a long way until September, when Heritage 

Days takes place, but planning for this annual event goes 
on all year long. The committee meets monthly on the 
third Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. at Taggart Hall in Romney, 
chaired by Frank Whitacre. The January' meeting 
centered on setting a budget for this year's activities. 
Some grant money is received from the state, but for the 
most part, the events must be self-sustaining.

One item discussed was to expand the historic house 
tour program, to include more than one area of the 
county, as has been done occasionally in the past. If 
anyone has an interesting historic home or building he or 
she would like to open to the public during Heritage 
Days, contact Virginia Pancake, 822-5494 (Romney and 
western countv area) or Roberta Munske, 856-3019 
(eastern county area).

A Poem for Spring
A friend recently showed me a charming little book 

of poetry' she found in the attic of her old house. This 
tiny volume, less than 3” x 5,’ is rain-spattered, dusty, 
with pages browning and curled. But it is still a little 
treasure, and is a reminder of the nineteenth century 
when it was fashionable to write and read poetry. Inside

the front cover is inscribed the name of the owmer. Miss 
Almira V. Pugh of Capon River.

This well-worn book. The Golden Gift: A Token for 
All Seasons, edited by T.M. Fletcher, is dated 1848. It is 
easy to envision Miss Almira curled up in a warm corner 
of this then-young house, reading these charming poems 
by the likes of Longfellow and Byron. They are perhaps 
a bit flowery and romantic for our modern tastes, but I'll 
give you one to chase away the wdnter cold. This is 
from a newspaper clipping slipped inside the book of 
poetry:

SPRING
Anacreon

Behold the young, the rosy spring 
Gives lo the breeze her seemed wing.
While virgin grasses, warm with May,
Fling roses o er her dewy way.

The murmuring billows of the deep 
Have languished into silent sleep:
And mark! The flitting sea-birds lave 
Their plumes in the reflecting wave:
While cranes from Itoaty winter fly 
To flutter in a kinder sky:

Now the genial star of day 
Dissolves the murky clouds away:
And cultured field and winding stream 
Are freshly glittering in his beam.

Now the earth prolific swells 
With leafy buds and flowery bells:
Gemming shoots the olive twine:
Clusters bright festoon the vine:
All along the branches creeping.
Through the velvet foliage peeping.
Little infant fruits we see 
Nursing into luxuiy.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Apr. 20, Saturday, 6 p.m.. Colonial Feast, pot-luck 
dinner at the Capon Bridge Fire Flail. Bring a colonial 
dish. Costumes optional.
Jun. 1-2, Confederate Memorial Day 
Jun. 29, Saturday, 10 - 4, Farm Day at the Fort 
Edwards Visitor Center in Capon Bridge, celebrating 
over 250 years of farming in Hampshire County.
Sep. 7-8, Saturdav-Sundav, Hampshire Heritage Days

For more information, or if you wish to help with any of 
these activities, call Brenda Hiett at 856-2623.

Fort Edwards Colonial Feast April 20
Each year The Fort Edwards Foundation sponsors a 

Colonial Feast to commemorate the Battle of Great 
Cacapehon. which took place near Fort Edwards on 
April 18, 1756. Captain John Fenton Mercer, Ensign 
Thomas Carter, and 15 soldiers were killed in the battle.

This year's Colonial Feast is on Saturday, April 20, 6 
p.m. at the Capon Bridge Fire Department dining hall. 
The feast is a pot-luck dinner of colonial foods, and is a 
great family fun time. Costumes are optional but are 
encouraged and add to the atmosphere.

There has been great variety of food, including bear, 
squirrel, buffalo, turkey, ham, beef; many, many side- 
dishes; and a plethora of mouth-watering deserts. If 
you're not sure what to bring, the Library has books and 
recipe cards that might help you come up with just the 
right recipe.

Bring the family and get a tasty history lesson. A 
collectable limited edition place mat is given to each 
attendee. The place mat is based on an award-winning 
design by a local artist. Last year it was by Janet 
Harlow, and the year before, by Jerry Lupton. Earlier 
edition place mats will be auctioned off at the feast.


