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R1CHARDS-MOWREY HOUSE FEATURED ON 2001 CHRISTMAS BALL

Situated along Route 29 south in the Delray area of 
Hampshire County is a two-story brick house at least 
one hundred and fifty years old. Its strong presence 
proclaims its longevity. The structure sits on property 
which was once part of an original land grant from Lord 
Fairfax to Thomas Ashbrook.

The second owner of the land holding, Benjamin 
Richards, probably constructed the house around 1830 
from bricks created from clay from a pond in an 
adjoining meadow. A smaller brick structure was 
erected nearby at the same time, serving as a country 
store and later on May 13, 1886, as the first post office 
in Delray, with Mr. Richards being the first postmaster.

After living in the house for many years, the 
Richards’ descendants sold the 400 acre holding with 
improvements to I.R. Mowrey on September 5, 1905. 
The sale terms were also as follows:

This article of agreement made and entered this 5th 
day of September 1905 by and between B.F. Richards of 
the County of Shenandoah and State of Virginia of the 
first part and l.R. Mowrey of the County of Hampshire 
and state of West Virginia of the other part 
“Witnesseth ” that the said B.F. Richards of the first part 
has this day bargained and sold unto the said l.R. 
Mowrey of the second part his farm situated on North 
River in Hampshire County. W.Va. (for $4700) one 
thousand dollars of said amount is due and payable on 
or before the first day of January 1906, without interest 
and the balance is due and payable in four equal annual 
payments of $925 each with interest from date at the rate 
of 6 percent, said notes are to bear date from the 1st day 
of January 1906, and the said l.R. Mowrey is to have full 
possession of the said farm on the first day of January 
1906, except the tenants privileges, and the said B.R 
Richards is to have the right to feed his stock on the 
place until the Is' day of March 1906, or longer if he 
cannot turn out to grass by that time, and the said l.R. 
Mowrey is to have the said B.F. Richards share of the 
small grain that is to be sown on the farm the coming 
fall, and also to pay for the said B.F. Richards share of 
the fertilizer that is to be sown on the said farm the

coming fall, and in event that either party to this 
agreement fails to comply with the above contract, the 
party failing is to forfeit to the other of $500.

Witness our hands this the 5'h day of September, 
1905.

Joe. Wise, witness

Signed B.F. Richards 
l.R. Mowrey

l.R. Mowrey, a third generation American, was born 
in Shenandoah County, Virginia, on September 9, 1850, 
in a log house which is still standing today and is 
considered one of the oldest in the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia. He had already married Malinda Catherine 
Howdyshell on November 17, 1880, and had some 
family at the lime of purchase.

Isaac and Malinda’s union proved to be a prolific one 
-- 11 children in all. The brick house was home to this 
large brood and provided for all their needs. Oral 
history indicated Malinda was very proud of her brick 
house and seldom permitted her grandchildren entry to 
her “living room.” She was also an excellent cook and 
baker (see the old family recipe for her ice box cookies 
on the next page).

Isaac Randolph was a blacksmith and farmer, devoted 
to his wife and family. He is said to have personally cut 
off one of his toes which was causing him pain. When 
he died at the age of eighty-seven, the property passed to 
Malinda and the family.

In his will, Isaac requested that his body be decently 
buried, without needless expense in a manner 
corresponding to his estate and situation in life. He also 
directed that all his debts be paid. All of his real estate 
and personal property was left to his beloved Malinda 
for her natural life. At her death his estate was to be 
divided among his children. Mowrey descendants carry 
many different surnames, Keller, Wilson, Pugh, Lyon, 
Barteroy, Wolford, and Keister. Isaac Randolph was 
buried in Green Lane Cemetery near Delray. Resting 
beside him is Malinda with other family members 
nearby.



Malinda died in 1943, and the property then passed 
through many owners: the Savilles, Lon and Ollic, 
Donald and Ruth Saville, and James and Wilctta Cooper. 
As the ownership changed, so did the size of the 
property, with the acreage being diminished. Today the 
house is the property of Sandra Timbrook of 
Purcellville, Virginia, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Chuck Loy of Delray. It is used as a rental and does not 
have a permanent resident.

Who knows what the future holds for this house 
which was once home to so many. Will it be standing 
another 150 years or will this historic building disappear 
from the landscape in the blink of an eye?

Malinda Mowrey’s Ice Box Cookies

1 cup butter 1 cup hickory nuts
2 cups brown sugar 1 teaspoon vanilla
3 eggs 3 cups flour (more if needed)
3 teaspoons baking powder

Cream butter, add sugar gradually. Beat eggs, sift flour 
and baking powder three times, add to first mixture. Stir 
in vanilla and nuts. Work into soft dough and roll out 
two long rolls, place on floured board overnight in 
icebox. Cut off thin slices and bake in moderate oven 
until slightly browned.

TWO NEW COUNTY MUSEUMS OPEN
What a landmark year for the interpretation of history 

in Hampshire County! This summer, two new museums 
have opened to interpret two different periods of 
Hampshire County’s rich history. If you haven’t seen 
them, be sure to visit soon.

Fort Edwards Visitor Center
First the Fort Edwards Visitor Center opened on June 

30, with its new exhibit, “The Story of Joseph Edwards’ 
Fort.” It tells of the colonial forces that led to the 
settlement of this area, bringing Joseph Edwards and his 
family to the Cacapon River. With the Indian raids in 
the early 1750’s, a fortification was built at Edwards’ 
house. This fort became one of a chain of forts under the 
command of Colonel George Washington.

To mark the opening, The Fort Edwards Foundation 
sponsored its first annual Farm Day, an event to 
celebrate over 250 years of farming in the county. Farm 
equipment, old and new, was on display, as well as farm 
animals and other exhibits. Music and food rounded out 
the festivities, which drew over 300 people.

The Visitor Center is open weekends seasonally, to 
September 30, 2001. Hours are Saturday 10 to 5, and 
Sunday 1 to 5. It will be open free to the public during

Hampshire Heritage Days, September 8 and 9. 
Otherwise, there is a $3.00 entry fee; $1.00 for ages 6 to 
12. Members enter free.

The Fort Edwards Visitor Center is located about V2 
mile north of Capon Bridge on Springfield Grade Road.

Fort Mill Ridge Museum
The Fort Mill Ridge Foundation has recently opened 

its new museum at the Taggart-Hill House and Visitor 
Center at the corner of Gravel Lane and High Street in 
Romney. This museum exhibit occupies ten cases in 
three rooms on the ground floor. It complements the 
Fort Mill Ridge Civil War Trenches site with displays of 
artifacts found in and around the area, as well as old 
photographs and memorabilia of the Civil War.

The bulk of the exhibits are on loan from three very 
generous and knowledgeable donors: Mr. Ralph Riley, 
Mr. Royce Saville, and Mr. Rob Wolford. We thank 
them not only for their generosity, but also for their far
sightedness in making this exhibit possible to share with 
the public.

Among interesting items are a Union Cavalry sword 
and scabbard; a Confederate carbine (C.S. Richmond 
1863), William Muir & Co., Windsor Lock, Connecticut, 
1863; a musket from the U.S. Arsenal at Harpers Ferry, 
VA, 1817 smoothbore flintlock of the type issued to the 
Virginia State Militia in the early 1800’s, which was 
retooled for percussion operation at th beginning of 
hostilities around 1858; and a Whitney Plymouth rifle 
bayonet handle and blade fragment found in the Levels 
area on the Watson Farm. There are also many artifacts, 
such as camp forks, knives and spoons, miscellaneous 
tools, buttons, uniform shoulder scales, rifle casing, mini 
balls, a 3 lb. cannon ball, a Union powder flask and 
canteen. The importance of cavalry is underscored by 
artifacts such as a horse bit, bridle curb and part of a spur 
shank, horseshoes, harness buckles, etc.

More homely items include a thimble, wedding band, 
coat weights, uniform buttons and a handsome carved 
clay pipe bowl. Several books, including U.S. Army 
Regulations Manual of 1861, as Revised 1863, are
included. A Union Eagle button and breast plates, West 
Virginia State Seal buttons, suspender buckles, knapsack 
hooks, a key, camp tokens, Confederate bills, and a 
small candle holder give us glimpses of life in camp. 
Two reproduction uniforms give a sense of the presence 
of the soldiers.

One especially telling display, entitled “Pastimes for 
the Weary,” reminds us of the boredom of hardtack 
meals, and pastimes such as books and reading glasses, 
whiskey and elixir bottles, letters and photographs of 
those at home. The caption reads: “No other event in 
human history has been so widely written about before, 
during, or after its inauguration than the American Civil 
War. This fact is due almost entirely to the level of 
literacy enjoyed by soldiers on both sides.”
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In addition, there is a student display by Brittany 
Haines entitled “Polishing the Tarnished Lieutenant,” 
which is a critical look at the life of James Longslreel 
(1821-1904). This project won first place in the 
Hampshire County and West Virginia State Fairs.

A photo gallery of over 50 copies of photographs of 
Civil War soldiers gives a look into the faces of those 
who fought in this momentous struggle. What is 
particularly moving about the exhibit as a whole is the 
intermixture of items from both sides, a reminder of the 
many times that Romney changed sides during the Civil 
War.

A table displays source documents about the Fort 
Mill Ridge Foundation, the Trenches, and related 
Shenandoah Battlefield sites in Virginia. A new full- 
color brochure is being published about the exhibit and 
the Civil War Trenches located two miles west of 
Romney. It will be available at both sites.

The Fort Mill Ridge Museum is open free to the 
public from 9 to 4 weekly, as well as for special events. 
Further displays are expected in the future.

Copy of the Frye and Jefferson Map circa 1755, showing 
"Edwards." on view at the Fort Edwards Visitor Center.
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DOCENTS WANTED FOR SCHOOL PROGRAM 
AT FORT EDWARDS

The Fort Fdwards Foundation is developing a school 
field trip program to bring every 4'h and 8,h grader in 
Hampshire County to the Fort Edwards site, as a part of 
their study of West Virginia history. Volunteer docents 
are needed to provide interpretive talks at the Visitor 
Center. There will be training and a handbook available, 
so no previous experience is necessary. If you are 
interested, contact Roberta Munske (856-3019).

Artifacts at the Fort Mill Ridge Museum.

Pottery shards found at Fort Edwards.

Civil War uniforms at the Fort Mill Ridge Museum.
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Richards-Mowrey House, in Delray, date of photo unknown. 
Second from left, Stanley Russel Mowrey. Far right, Isaac Randolph 

Mowrey and his wife, Malinda Howdyshell Mowrey.

The Richards-Mowrey House has been selected for 
the 2001 Christmas Ornament. This will be number 15 
in the series of ornaments produced for the Hampshire 
County Historical Society.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sept. 8-9, Saturday & Sunday - HCHS will be 
at the county seat of Romney for Heritage Days. 
We will be based at Taggart Hall, the Fort Mill 
Ridge Museum and Visitor Center, to display and 
sell the Christmas ornament.
Nov. 23-25, the weekend after Thanksgiving, 
HCHS will have a table at the Capon Bridge Fire 
Department Annual Christmas Crafts Fair.
Dec. 7, Friday, 6 p.m. - Join with members to 
decorate the Hampshire County Courthouse for 
Christmas. Pot-luck supper.

For more information, or if you wish to help with 
any of these activities, call Brenda Hiett, 856- 
2623.

Note:
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