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2001 NEWSLETTER FIRST QUARTER

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG TO BEGIN AT FORT EDWARDS

This spring will see the beginning of a new 
archaeological dig at the French and Indian War Fort 
Edwards site in Capon Bridge. The dig will take place 
from May 7 to 17.

Archaeologist Stephen McBride of Wilbur Smith 
Associates will be the contractor on the dig, along with a 
professional crew of three. A small number of 
volunteers (4 to 6 at a time) will be allowed to work at 
the site as well. These volunteers must be members of 
the Fort Edwards Foundation, and must be pre-registered 
to work at the site. Work hours will be 8:30 to 4:00; no 
prior experience is necessary. For more information, to 
lecome a member of The Fort Edwards Foundation or to 

register to work at the dig, see the Foundation’s web site 
at www.fortedwards.org.

A preliminary dig in 1990 determined the location of 
the fort, which was built circa 1755 on Joseph Edwards’s 
homestead to shelter the settlers during Indian raids. 
The raids were increasingly threatening during 1755 and 
1756, culminating in a battle on April 18, 1756. About 
100 men of the Virginia Regiment were manning the 
fort. Reports of Indians in the area caused Captain John 
Fenton Mercer to lead about 60 men out in pursuit of the 
Indians. The Indians had laid an ambush and surprised 
part of Mercer’s party. Mercer, Ensign Thomas Carter, 
and 15 men were killed. Six Indians were also reported 
to have been killed.

A hasty note was written that night and sent by 
“express” rider from the fort to Colonel George 
Washington in Winchester. The original letter resides in 
the archives at Mount Vernon, and a scanned copy can 
be seen at the Fort Edwards Visitor Center. Washington 
was personally struck by this tragedy and immediately 
wrote to Governor Dinwiddie and to Lord Fairfax 
requesting additional resources to protect the frontier.

By the following year, action in the French and 
'ndian War had moved northward and by 1758, the 
Virginia frontier was again relatively quiet. The treaty 
ending the war was signed in 1763. The fort at Edwards 
disappeared.

The 1990 dig also found a “trash pit” with many 
artifacts indicating something about the activities there. 
Pottery shards, button and buckle pieces, and a “piece of 
eight” coin were found. Bones of pig, cow, and squirrel 
give a hint at what the diet was like. These artifacts will 
be on display in the Visitor Center when it opens.

The 2001 dig about to begin will continue the search 
for artifacts and for the outline of the fort and associated 
buildings and features. The full report of findings is not 
expected until the fall, but as artifacts are processed and 
identified, information about them will be available at 
the Visitor Center.

Arrangements are being made to have Hampshire 
County 5U' grade students visit the dig site and learn 
about the history there and about the archaeological dig 
process. Also, the Mineral County Historical Society 
will visit the site as part of their regular meeting on 
Wednesday evening, May 16.

The Hampshire County Historical Society has been 
invited to tour the site on Saturday morning, 10:00 a.m., 
May 12. If you are interested in attending, call Roberta 
Munske, 856-3019. HCHS members will meet at the 
Fort Edwards Visitor Center at 10:00.

In other news, The Fort Edwards Foundation has 
received a grant from the West Virginia Humanities 
Council to mount an exhibit at the Visitor Center. “The 
Story of Joseph Edwards’s Fort” will be the opening 
exhibit at the Center, beginning June 30, 2001. A school 
program will also be developed on this theme. It will be 
offered to 4Ih and 8th graders next year. Part of the 
Foundation’s mission is education, and President 
Charles Hall is making it a high priority to make our 
story available to local students as well as adults.

Opening Day for the Fort Edwards Visitor Center is 
Saturday, June 30. In addition to the exhibit, there will 
be a “Farm Day” celebration on the grounds. Since 
Joseph Edwards was a farmer, this day will highlight 
farming activities, equipment, and animals over the past 
250 years. Old-time music will be featured, and Richard 
Sears will prepare a “bull-roast” beef dinner.

Plan to visit the dig on May 12 to learn more.

http://www.fortedwards.org


CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY 2001
After the cessation of hostilities in 1865, many 

Southern counties and states held their own memorial 
services to honor their fallen soldiers. Traditionally, 
Hampshire County has always recognized the first 
Saturday in June as Confederate Memorial Day. From 
these early events came our national Memorial Day, 
recognizing the dead from all wars.

Hampshire County Historical Society members, re
enactors, and citizens will celebrate our local Civil War 
history on the weekend of Friday, June ]a, and Saturday, 
June 2nd. Come and see the Hampshire Guards and the 
Southern Greys as they pitch their tents on the grounds 
of Capon chapel Church near Capon Bridge, WV. An 
eight p.m. luminary service will be held to honor 
Captain David Pugh and other local Confederates buried 
in the cemetery. Listen carefully to the stirring tales 
recounted by Jamie Lupton and enjoy the beauty of the 
hand-crafted metal luminaries flickering to life as the 
Honor Roll is read.

On Saturday, June 2nd, re-enactors and historical 
society members will visit many cemeteries in the 
county, placing flowers and flags on grave sites. A 
timetable will be given in the Hampshire Review, and 
everyone is invited to attend the events in the nearby 
area.

Fort Mill Ridge Foundation (Taggart Hall) will 
present at 1:15 p.m. a guest speaker, Mr. Richard Kleese 
of Strasburg, Virginia. Mr. Kleese is the author of 
Shenandoah County in the Civil War: Recollections of
an Old Dominion Dragoon and The 23rd Virginia 
Cavalry for the Virginia Regimental series. Richard 
Kleese is a native of Shenandoah County, Virginia, and 
was educated there, continuing on to Shenandoah 
College in Winchester and the Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond. He traces his family lineage to 
some of the earliest settlers in the area and to a great
grandfather who served in Jackson’s famous “Stonewall 
Brigade.” He also has family roots in Hampshire 
County. Currently, he is a member of the Board of 
Directors of The Cedar Creek Foundation and serves as 
the Deputy Commander of the “Strasburg Guards” 
Chapter of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. He is a 
frequently featured Civil War speaker in addition to 
performing as a traditional bluegrass musician.

A re-enactor march up Main Street to Indian Mound 
Cemetery will follow. The soldiers will drape a thirty- 
foot handmade hemlock garland on the Confederate 
Monument which stands near the entrance of the 
cemetery. The monument, one of the first ever erected 
after the war, is engraved with many family names 
familiar to all. The reading of the Honor Roll will 
follow and a musket military salute will echo through 
the hills.

The center of activity will return to Taggart Hall at 
3:45 p.m. as a Civil War auction is held by Fort Mil!

Ridge Foundation to help support the museum and the 
trenches’ site. Come and bid on any item which catches 
your fancy, from a signed Mort Kunstler print “The 
Winds of Winter,” books, antiques, and many other 
items too numerous to mention. This event is open to 
the public and is one you don’t want to miss!

At six p.m. the Fort Mill Ridge Foundation will host 
its annual dinner for members and invited guests. 
Tickets will be available for the dinner. Come and enjoy 
a fabulous meal in the company of the Thirteenth 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry and the Tenth Virginia 
Infantry.

Plan to participate in the activities featured in this 
unique weekend of local history as Hampshire County 
remembers and recognizes our ancestors.

Re-enactors at Indian Mound Cemetery

A gun salute to Civil War soldiers

DOCENTS WANTED
With the opening of the Visitor Center on June 30, 

Fort Edwards will be looking for volunteer docents to 
greet visitors and work at the Visitor Center. There will 
be training and a docent handbook available, so no 
previous experience is necessary. If you think you might 
be interested or would like more information, see Brenda 
Hiett or Roberta Munske (856-3019).



DELRAY STRUCTURE TO BE FEATURED ON 
2001 CHRISTMAS BALL

A two-story brick structure in the Delray area of 
'.ampshire County has been chosen as the site to be 

featured on the 2001 Christmas ball. Janet Harlow has 
created detailed artwork for the rose mist glass 
ornament.

The bricks used in the ] 850’s house were made from 
local clay discovered on the holding. Originally 
composed of two tracts of land, the property totaled 458 
acres. Over the years, as the ownership changed, 
portions were cut off and sold. The remaining particle 
containing the featured house is now owned by Sandra 
Timbrook of Purcellville, Virginia.

A brief mention in Historic Hampshire states the 
house belonged to Ben Richards and later, I.R. Mowrey. 
Both families owned the structure for many years, and 
their names are closely associated with it. For this 
reason both names will be placed on the glass ball. A 
more detailed history of the house and its residents will 
be provided later.

The annual HCHS Christmas ornament is a well- 
known local collector’s item. The Richards-Mowrey 
House will be the fifteenth historic Hampshire County 
building featured on an ornament.

A HISTORY MYSTERY - CAN YOU HELP?
The mayor of Capon Bridge, Fred Berkeridge, is 

looking for some help to solve a mystery: when was the 
town incorporated? Under the impression that it was in 
1902, the Town Council began to talk about a centennial 
celebration next year. This date was based on 
information from a West Virginia State booklet which 
provides a synopsis of state history.

Then someone reported hearing on the radio that 
1904 was the date the town was formed. Planning for 
the centennial slowed as people scratched their heads 
and wondered how to proceed.

Then, to complicate things even more, the April 11 
edition of the Hampshire Review carried an article 
entitled “A brief history of Capon Bridge.” The account 
first appeared in the Hampshire Review on June 2, 1937. 
A note accompanying the article from the Reverend John 
R. Hendricks says, “The following paper was prepared 
by Miss Gertrude Ward and read on the night of May 20, 
1937, at the Community Night service of our revival 
which was held in our Capon Bridge Methodist Church 
from May 12Ih to May 23.” In the article, Miss Ward 
states, “The village was incorporated in 1905 with Mr. 
Bill Tucker Oates as first mayor. Board walks were laid 
in the town at that time, some replaced in 1919 by 
'ement walks.”

v So 1902, 1904, 1905? Miss Gertrude Ward was well 
known as an amateur historian in Capon Bridge. At the 
time she wrote the article in 1937, she was the town 
Postmistress, a position of some importance. And her

paper was delivered to a public audience at the 
Methodist Church, so surely if she had the date wrong, 
someone would have corrected her. Wouldn’t they?

Two HCHS members have volunteered to research 
the town records for further clues. If readers have any 
information about the incorporation of the town of 
Capon Bridge, please share it with Mayor Berkeridge, or 
leave a message at the Town Office, (304) 856-3265.

Richards-Mowrey House, 2001

Side view of the house and out-buildings

Hampshire County Historical Society 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP - 2001

Name _____  ______ ___

Street________________________________________

City__________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_________________

/ / $10 Individual / / $18 Couple / / $35 Organizations

Members Receive Quarterly Newsletter, Field Trips & Tours



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Note:

Apr. 21, Saturday, 6:00 PM - Fort Edwards Colonial 
Feast. Everyone is invited. Pot luck dinner at the Capon 
Bridge Fire Department Dining Hall. Bring a Colonial 
dish and dress in costume if you wish.
May 12, Saturday. 10:00 AM - HCHS invited to visit 
the archaeological dig at Fort Edwards.
June 1-2, Friday & Saturday - Confederate Memorial 
Day in Hampshire County (see article for details).
June 2, Saturday - Fort Mill Ridge dinner and silent 
auction.
Jun. 30. Saturday. 10 to 4:00 - Grand Opening of the 
Fort Edwards Visitor Center in Capon Bridge. Farm 
Day, food and much more.
Sep. 8-9, Saturday & Sunday - HCHS will be at the 
county seat of Romney for Heritage Days. We will be 
based at Taggart Hall, the Fort Mill Ridge Museum and 
Visitor Center, to display and sell the Christmas 
ornament.

Your dues are
/ / paid in full as a life member. 
/ / paid for 2001 
/ / due now

For more information, or if you wish to help with any of 
these activities, call Brenda Hiett, 856-2623.
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