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COLONEL GEORGE WILSON’S LOG CABIN, ROMNEY;
GEORGE WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE

The 1999 Hampshire County Historical Society 
Christmas ornament features Colonel George Wilson's 
Log Cabin, in recognition of this year's George 
Washington Bicentennial celebration. This is number 13 
in the series.

Although the log cabin no longer exists, it was 
selected because of its significant tie to Washington. 
George Washington visited Hampshire County many 
times, first in 1748 as a young surveyor for Lord Fairfax, 
and later as Commander of the Virginia Militia during 
the French and Indian War. Again on October 9, 1770, 
Washington traveled to Romney and remained overnight 
in a log cabin belonging to Colonel George Wilson. He 
met his friend Dr. James Craik and two servants there, 
and bought two horses for the trip. The next day, the 
party ventured west to examine lands along the 
Monongahela and Kanawha Rivers. His journals are 
filled with references to the people and geography of the 
land.

Local artist Janet Harlow created the drawing for the 
ornament based on an old photograph of the log cabin. 
Harlow has also done a charming 8x10 print of the log 
cabin. It stood on the northeast corner lot at the 
intersection of Gravel Lane and Marsham Street. At that 
time, Gravel Lane was the “main street” of Romney, and 
it was a fine location.

The dwelling in which George Washington spent the 
night of October 9, 1770 was designated as number 48 
on the 1790 plat of Romney and was the property of 
several owners over the years. The first owner of the 
property was Thomas, Lord Fairfax, who in 1762 had 
the area near Pearsall’s Flats laid off into streets, alleys 
and blocks. Soon afterwards on May 16, 1763, Fairfax 
bestowed the lot to Colonel George Wilson.

Washington described Col. Wilson as a brave and 
active officer in a dispatch to the Virginia House of 
Burgesses. The relationship between the two soldiers 
probably evolved during the days of the French and 
Indian War and at Fort Cumberland.

Col. Wilson died of pleurisy during February 1777, 
leaving the property to his daughter Elizabeth Kincade, 
wife of Samuel Kincade. Over the years it passed 
through several other owners. The log cabin was 
probably torn down around the 1930’s and a more recent 
brick house now stands in its place. The later Mytinger 
I louse still occupies lot 48.

Dr. Craik, who joined Washington for his trip west 
from Romney in 1770, had been with Colonel 
Washington in Winchester as military surgeon during 
the French and Indian War. He was an acquisitive 
landowner, and owned property in Hampshire County. 
Fie was also Washington’s personal physician, and was 
with him at the time of his death.

George Washington died at Mount Vernon in 
December 1799 after a short illness. This Bicentennial 
Year, 1999, has been set aside for a nationwide 
celebration of his life and times. Our Christmas 
ornament this year is part of the ongoing activities in 
Hampshire County’s celebration of George Washington, 
military hero and first president of the United States.

The 1999 Christmas Ornament features a drawing of Colonel George 
Wilson’s log cabin which was located in Romney, near the Mytinger 
House. The cabin no longer stands, but is remembered as the place 
where George Washington spent the night of October 9, 1770.



HCHS TO SPONSOR CHRISTMAS 
TRADITIONS AT HOOKS TAVERN TO 
BENEFIT THE FORT EDWARDS 
VISITOR CENTER

Historic Hooks Tavern will come to life in December 
as a special fundraising site sponsored by the Hampshire 
County Historical Society. The old tavern is located at 
the corner of Smokey I follow Road and U.S. Route 50, 
just east of Capon Bridge.

Mr. Vic Schroeder of Maxwclton Highlands, Inc., has 
graciously allowed the Society to use the tavern as a 
Christmas fundraiser to benefit The Fort Edwards 
Visitor Center. Maxwelton Highlands has recently 
restored and renovated this old tavern, and it is currently 
vacant awaiting its new owners.

The Christmas Traditions House will be open on 
three weekends in December prior to Christmas. 
Artwork, antiques, collectibles, homemade Christmas 
gifts, candy and baked goods, old books and maps are 
among the items for sale. Millwood Crossing Antiques 
of Winchester is participating and furnishing quality 
antiques and other items. It will be a showcase for many 
local artists and artisans as well.

The sales will benefit The Fort Edwards Visitor 
Center Finishing Fund. Fort Edwards is the site of one 
of the area’s earliest settlers’ homes and a French and 
Indian War fort. Twenty-three acres at the site have 
been acquired by The Fort Edwards Foundation, a grass
roots non-profit group, and work on a Visitor Center has 
begun. The Center, which should be completed this 
winter, will be an empty building when it is turned over 
to The Foundation. A Finishing Fund Campaign is 
being started up to enable the construction of displays, 
educational materials and a video, gift shop and 
furnishings for the building. It is also hoped to expand 
the parking area, which will initially hold only four cars, 
and complete outdoor display boards and landscaping. 
The Finishing Fund goal is to raise $30,000 in order to 
open the Center next year. For more information, or to 
donate to the fund, contact Ken Edmonds, Chairman of 
the Finishing Fund Campaign, 856-2611.

Plan to do your Christmas shopping at the Christmas 
Traditions House at Hooks Tavern, and help support this 
worthy cause.

TEA & TOUR AT HOOKS TAVERN
A special feature at the Christmas Traditions House 

will be a tour of Hooks Tavern, including a discussion of 
its history, accompanied by a “High tea.” Enjoy a hot 
beverage along with tea sandwiches, old-fashioned 
scones, and fancy cakes and cookies. Come for lunch 
after church or stop in to enjoy the special Christmas 
decor in the tavern.

History buffs will enjoy this insiders’ view of the 
historic old building. The front tavern section was

probably built in the I830's or 40’s and the rear portion 
is even older. The tavern was used during the Civil War. 
Restoration work uncovered a wall full of old signatures, 
limericks and other writings dating back to the mid 
eighteen hundreds.

Tea and a l our will be held at Hooks Tavern as part 
of the Christmas Traditions, Sundays from 1:00 to 
3:00PM, December 5, 12, and 19. Cost for the “Tea and 
a Tour” will be $5.00 per person.

I looks Tavern will be the site of the 1999 Christmas Traditions 
House. sponsored by the Hampshire County Historical Society for the 
benefit of the Fort Edwards Visitor Center Finishing Fund Campaign.

PROGRESS AT FORT MILL RIDGE 
AND TAGGART HOUSE MUSEUM

This past year has seen considerable work at the Civil 
War trenches at Fort Mill Ridge, located two miles west 
of Romney. (Continued on page 3)

During the winter of 1861-62, Union forces dug 
trenches on Mill Creek Mountain. The trenches are 
believed to have been a defensive outpost for Union 
forces, and offered an excellent view of activity coming 
from the west and New Creek Station (now Keyser) or 
from the east and the bridge at Romney over the South 
Branch River. The trenches are thought to be among the 
best preserved in the United States.

The Fort Mill Ridge Foundation, Inc., was formed in 
1995 to preserve and enhance the Civil War 
Trenches. Earlier this year work began at the site of the 
trenches to accommodate visitors, with a new paved 
parking area and walking paths. During Hampshire 
Heritage Days in September, this was the site of a 
reenactment rendezvous. The 3"1 Pennsylvania and 1st 
West Virginia light artillery combined to fire four guns 
on site. They created quite an echo in the 
Mechanicsburg Gap. Ten National Parks Service quality 
interpretive signs will be installed early next spring prior 
to a formal site dedication.

In conjunction with the Fort Mill Ridge Trenches 
work, the Taggart House has been acquired by the 
Foundation to be used as a museum, featuring Civil War 
memorabilia and other exhibits. Construction began



recently on an addition which will serve as an exhibition 
and visitor center facility. The building also houses the 
Romney Chamber of Commerce and the offices of the 
Hampshire County Development Authority.

Construction plans at the I aggart House include a 
handsome garden surrounding the new entrance to the 
building. The original house was built by Frances 
I aggart, a Quaker, circa 1795-98, on one of the 100 lots 
surveyed for Ford Fairfax in Romney. It is located at the 
corner of Gravel Lane and High Street. Watch for the 
opening of the new museum and visitor center sometime 
next year.

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 
CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL 
WEEKEND 1999

Confederate military tents populated the grounds at 
Capon Chapel Church on Friday evening, June 5, as the 
Thirteenth Virginia Volunteer Infantry and the I O'1' 
Virginia Volunteer Infantry moved into the area to 
participate in Hampshire County's Confederate 
Memorial Weekend. This event is held each year on the 
first Saturday in June when it originally occurred. 
Campsites were quickly arranged and the soldiers settled 
down for the night.

On Saturday the Hampshire Guards, Companies K, 
A, and I followed a rigorous schedule visiting cemeteries 
from Springfield, Romney, Slanesville, and Bloomery to 
LeHew and Fligh View, finally closing the circle at 
Capon Chapel. During the same time period the 10,h 
Virginia, the Southern Greys, honored Confederate dead 
at Cooper Mountain, Delray, Rio, Hott's Chapel, Mt. 
Zion, Augusta and the Quaker Cemetery on Dillons Run 
Road.

Arriving back at Capon Chapel, society members and 
re-enactors found members of Capon Valley Ruritan 
Club preparing a delicious meal of barbecued chicken 
and side dishes. After relaxing and enjoying camp life,
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the soldiers joined forces for the evening luminary 
service. Pastor Paul Matcer led the group in worship 
and special music was provided by Laura Brill and Jacob 
Haines, who performed a piano solo of “ The Southern 
Soldier Boy." Guest speaker Jamie Lupton recounted 
the war experiences of Monroe Blue, one the Hampshire 
County’s own residents. Jamie’s words vividly 
described the character and persistence of this native 
who continued to fight for his beliefs after being 
captured and paroled, -eventually giving his life. The 
service was completed outside in the cemetery by the 
reading of the honor roll, the lighting of the luminaries, 
and a musket salute.

The re-enaclors enjoyed a private tour of the Davis 
History House on Sunday morning and then proceeded 
to the courthouse for the afternoon activities. Daniel 
Hileman, of Romney, was the guest speaker for the 
afternoon. Mr. Hileman gave a moving account of the 
origins of Confederate Memorial Day and his southern 
ancestors. He also spoke of his own Marine military 
career and recounted the experience of a Civil War 
Marine at Harper’s Ferry during John Brown’s raid.

The re-enactors marched to Indian Mound Cemetery 
with flags flying. A hand crafted garland, created from 
hemlock cut at Blue's Gap, was respectfully draped on 
the Confederate monument by the soldiers. The reading 
of the honor roll and a military musket salute completed 
the ceremony honoring our local men. The group 
disbanded and returned to their homes, vowing to return 
next year.

Note: The HCHS Newsletter was not published for 
First through Third Quarters 1999 due to a shortage of 
staff. We regret that as a result, dues notices did not go 
out earlier. Use the form at the left to pay your dues for 
this year or renew now for the year 2000.

Your dues are
ZZ7 paid in full as a life member.
CD paid for 1999 
CD due now



HAMPSHIRE REVIEW FEATURES 
HIGHLIGHTS OF GEORGE 
WASHINGTON’S LIFE

Since the opening in March of the Hampshire 
County 1999 George Washington Bicentennial 
celebration, each issue of the Hampshire Review has 
featured a special column that gives significant dates and 
events from that week in the life of George Washington. 
Young Washington visited Hampshire County often as a 
surveyor and later as a soldier in the French and Indian 
War. Washington visited again for a last time in 
October 1770 on his way west to inspect lands he had 
obtained in the Ohio Valley.

Hats off to editor Charles See and the Review for 
recognizing this important tie to our colonial history. 
Thanks also to Charles I lall. Chairman of the Hampshire 
County George Washington Bicentennial Committee, for 
his tireless work to organize and coordinate the many 
Washington Bicentennial activities this year in “Old 
Hampshire County.”

Participants included many local organizations. The 
Library, several schools and home schoolers hosted 
visits from President Washington. Mineral and Hardy 
Counties also participated. Hampshire County’s closing 
event was held on October 9 at the Mytinger House.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Nov. 26-27. Friday & Saturday - Christmas Bazaar at 
the Capon Bridge Fire Hall, US Route 50. the Society 
will again have a fundraising table selling Christmas 
ornaments and books.
Dec. 3, Friday. 6:00 PM - The Society will meet to 
decorate the Hampshire County Courthouse Christmas 
tree, and hold its annual Christmas party. Members of 
the courthouse staff and citizens of Hampshire County 
are invited to share this holiday evening with the group. 
All members are asked to bring a favorite Christmas 
cake or cookies or holiday snack for everyone to enjoy. 
Dec. 3-5, 10-12. and 17-19. Friday 1:00 to 7:00.
Saturday, 10:00 to 6:00, and Sunday 11:00 to 4:00 -
HCHS Christmas Traditions House to benefit Fort 
Edwards Visitor Center, at Hooks Tavern, Route 50 east 
of Capon Bridge (see article).
Dec 5, 12, and 19 - Tea and a Tour of Hooks Tavern.
Sundays 1:00 to 3:00. Enjoy an old-fashioned “High 
tea” and tour the house, $5.00 donation requested.

For more information, or if you wish to help with any of 
these activities, call Brenda Hiett, 856-2623.
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