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1995 Newsletter Second Quarter

CONFEDERATE DAYS MAY 29-IUNE 4.1995

On May 29th flags were placed on the Civil War graves in churches and private cemeteries county wide.
On Saturday, June 3rd, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Memorial Services were held by the Hampshire Guards, Co. K, 13th 

Virginia Volunteer Infantry and the Hampshire County Historical Society at Ebcnezer Cemetery at Romney; at 11:30 a.m.
| at Mt. Zion, Augusta; at 12:30 p.m. at Central United Methodist Church on Rt. 50 on west side of Cooper Mt. and at 1:00 

p.m. they met up with the Winchester Boomerangs at the Quaker Cemetery in Parks Hollow. There a special ceremony ; 
installing Iron Crosses on the Confederate Soldiers graves, including Ceorge Slonaker's, Hampshire County oldest j 
Veteran. Family members were there to honor their ancestors. Both groups participated in the Roll Call.

In the meantime, the Winchester Boomerangs and other members of the H.C.H.S. began their Memorial Services at j 
Hebron Lutheran Church at Intermont at 9:30 a.m.; at 10:15 a.m. at Shiloh United Methodist Church on Rt. 259; at 10:45 
a.m. at Timber Ridge Christian Church just off Rt. 259; at 11:45 a.m. at Bethel United Methodist Church at Trone, VA. At 
1:00 p.m. they joined with the Hampshire Guards at the Quaker Cemetery in Parks Hollows.

At each cemetery they did a Roll Call of Veterans buried there and decorated the graves with flowers.
At 3:00 p.m. Memorial Services were held at Capon Chapel on Christian Church Road. The speaker, Richard R. Gideon 

told about the symbolism of flags and their history. After which Doyle Vincent of the Colonel Harry D. Gilmor Camp No. 
1833, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Md.Division, Baltimore, MD, gave a talk on honoring our Confederate ancestors. 
There was special music by Trueman Kcesey. This was followed by the decoration of the Civil War graves and the 
installation of the Iron Crosses on Confederate soldiers' graves. Family members participated in installing the crosses. 
Both the Flampshire Guards and the Winchester Boomerangs participated in the Roll Call.

A covered dish supper followed at 6:00 p.m. at the Pugh Building on the chapel grounds. There was an abundance of 
food as usual.

At 12:00 noon at Capon Chapel Church there was a display of flags and flag staffs by Richard R. Gideon Flags "Gallantly 
Waving." The display featured Confederate flags.

At dusk the public was invited to view camp life and visit with the Hampshire Guards and the Winchester Boomerangs 
at Capon Chapel, where the troops camped for the weekend.

Beginning at 9:00 a.m. on June 4th, Memorial Services were held at Bloomery Presbyterian Church in Bloomery, WV.
At 10:00 a.m. there was a tour of the Civil War Trenches at MechanicsburgGap, west of Romney by Thomas W. Rankin, 
Hampshire Guards, Winchester Boomerangs and the Hampshire County Historical Society. At 11:00 a.m. the group 
visited the Davis History House in Romney.

At 1:00 p.m. there was a program on the steps of the courthouse in Romney. Stonewall Jackson's Way by Trueman 
Keescyand the introduction of Col. Thomas Rankin by Karen Ripoli, President of the Historical Society. Col. Rankin spoke 
of Stonewall Jackson's campaign in Romney. The program was concluded by Trueman Keesey playing "Dixie".

The soldiers then marched from the courthouse steps to Indian Mound Cemetery where a large handcrafted garland 
was entwined around the Confederate Monument with the decoration of graves and Memorial Services by the Hampshire 
Guards, the Winchester Boomerangs, and the Hampshire County Historical Society.

NEW OFFICERS INSTALLED
At the January meeting the following officers were elected:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Pancake Jewel Rannells Karen Ripoli Robert Smith Sue Lupton

OFFICERS
President - Karen Ripoli Vice President - Robert Smith Secretary - Alanna McGuinn

Alanna McGuinn

Treasurer - Sue Lupton



SOCIETY MEMBF.RS ENIOY FIELD TRIP

On May 6,1995, the Hampshire County Historical Society met at the Levels ME. Church at 1:00 p.m. fora historical field 
trip guided by Mr. Frank Ginevan.

Hegave a few historical facts about the church and nearby surround ings.Thcchurch was built in 1890, being the second 
church. To the left stands the remains of Dr. Hannan's office, who practiced medicine until the 1930'sor 40's.To the right 
a wooded picnic area now owned by the church. It first was given to the community.

He pointed out that the old Wolford Mill was off to the left front over the hill, and another old mill off to the right front 
over the hill, operated by steam.

He took us to see the horseshoe bend in South Branch. Then to his boyhood home to a panoramic view of the Potomac 
River and West Virginia and Maryland mountains. He pointed out Knobley Mountain and the Alleghany Front, the 
location of Old Town and Cumberland and named each mountain behind these. Straight down from the overlook the 
Indian Fields were very lush and green. A stone arch bridge carried the towpath of the C&O Canal. Near the middle of 
the view was where the old steam trains stopped to fill up with water. He pointed out where there was once a 21 mile 
railroad spur coming into Okonoko to meet the trains there.

Okonoko was once a booming town and railroad station. Now only a couple of houses remain the rest were lost to floods
(See FIELD TRIP on page 3)

BOOK REVIEW

The Descendants of John Newton and Nellie Lee Simmons Haines By Vicki Horton
A booklet of the Green Springs Valley family of John Newton and Nellie Haines and three generations of this Haines 

family. Includes picturesof their ten children and their spouses, along with background information of the early Haines 
and Simmons families of Hampshire County.

This book may be ordered from Vicki Horton, HC 86, Box 50B, Green Spring, WV 26722.
• Contains 57 Pages - Soft Cover (P/H included) $10.00

Civil War Letters and Diary of Joshua Winters, a private in the
Union Army, Company G, First Western Virginia Vol. Infantry Edited By Elizabeth Davis Swiger
This book contains letters to and from Joshua Winters to his family and also his personal diary. It gives a vivid picture of 
his daily life in the Union Army. It also contains documentation of the building of the trenches at MechanicsburgGapin 
Hampshire County.

This book may be purchased by ordering from Elizabeth D. Swiger, Editor; 1599 Hillcrest Road, Fairmont, WV 16554.
($2.00 P/H) $10.00

Index to Will DeHass' History of the Early Settlement and Indian Wars of Western Virginia By Vicki Horton
This book originally published in 1851, is one of the better early histories of what is now West Virginia, and includes 

an account of the various expeditions in the west previous to 1795, along with biographical sketches, but one lacking 
features has been an index. This is a full every name index divided into two sections. The first section is a personal name 
index and the second section consists of a place and subject index.

This book may be ordered from Vicki Horton, HC 86, Box 50B, Green Spring, WV 26722.
• Contains 20 Pages - Soft Cover (P/H included) $4.00

A New Family History Publication By
The Brill Family In American and Their Allied Families Ray Byron Brill and Joanne Brill Baker

The book contains 607 pages, plus index, covering such family names as Anderson, Brill, Kelso, Kline, Lafollctte, Larrick, 
Omdorff, Spaid, plus approximately 2200 allied famiy names.

It also includes photographs, maps, wills, deeds, census records, military records, naturalization records, sale bills, and 
approximately 15,455 indexed names.

This book may be ordered by sending a check to Ray Byron Brill, 374 Daycotah Avenue, Hagerstown, MD 21740. This 
is a story of several Brill family branches from the 1700s until the present day.
• Soft Cover - 8-1/2” x 11" - 607 Pages
• Edition Limited to 200 Copes (P/H included) $34.50

Stonewall Jackson’s Romney Campaign By Thomas Rankin
A book about the campaigns in the Romney area during the Civil War. This book is available at Anderson's Corner in 

Romney, the library in Capon Bridge or through the Hampshire County Historical Society.
(tax included) $23.32



FIELD TRIP
(Continued from page 2)

and fire. Across the tracks were pens built to hold animals over night. These tracks were laid in the middle 1800 s and 
continued until 1940. Many troops in Civil War were moved by these trains. The track is one of the main line of CXS. 

coup c o mi cs urt cr, we saw the approximate location of Fort Cox. The wagon road used by Gen. Braddock's
i^PSon the1'" way from Frederick, MD to Wills Creek (Cumberland). With Braddock was approximately 2000 horses and

wagons, n many, many troops. Daniel Boone was one of the wagon drivers. Later the first Hampshire County 
railroad followed the Braddock Trail here.

On ahead we came to a cemetery high on a hill. There are many field stones. One engraved stone was that of Balzar 
Stoker who died before 1800. Col. Mathias Ginevan is buried here. He was a brother to Mr. Ginevan's great, great 
grandfather. Just below the road on thebanks of Little Capon stands the old log house built by Balzer Stoker in 1740. This 
house has dirt floors and a cooking fireplace and old stone chimney. There was a mill near the house built years later, but 
the sand of time have covered over the old mill wheel which is all that is left to tell the tale.

The Braddock Road crossed here between the house and mill. Here where the main road now crosses Little Cacapon 
is one of the five bridges built by the County Court, before the time of County Commissioners in Hampshire County.

Next the community of Spring Gap, a center of activity in yester years. On the right was a large campground and 
pavilion. A large community picnic was held here every summer. People would come by train as far away as Cumberland. 
As many as 400 people attended in a day.

High on a steep hill back of the park stands the Bethel M.E. Church built in the late 1800's. It has a very unique steeple, 
sanctuary ceiling which extends to the roof. The cemetery is still in use. Across the road was the old school yard.

Continuing on we come to Neal's run settlement. A wooden roadside plaque stood beside the road commerating the 
date of settlement, 1790; a land grant from King George; Braddocks' men passed here in the Revolutionary War; in Civil 
War, Stonewall Jackson was here.

I thought it neat that just across the road stands an old bam, painted on the side, "Support our troops in the Gulf, Fly 
Navy Fly."

Just past Neal's Run we came to a large two story building and a long concrete foundation of a packing shed. Mr. 
Ginevan said the building was used by the American Fruit Company which ceased operations after World War II.

We finished our trip back to Level's Church.
Thank you Mr. Ginevan for an interesting and informative afternoon!

MEMBERSHIP

Hampshire County has an abundance of historical facts and sites. The 
Historical Society is trying to assemble and record its history. We welcome new 
members to participate in this important undertaking. Check with friends and 
neighbors to see if they would like to become members of the group.

MEMBERSHIP DUE DATES 
ARE POSTED ON YOUR ADDRESS LABEL.

IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS DUE, PLEASE SEND IT IN.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPT ATTENTION.

r5
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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Would they be proud of you?

J Author Unknown

MY ANCESTORS

If you could see your ancestors
All standing in a row 

Would you be proud of them or 
not

Or don’t you really know? 
Some strange discoveries are 

made
In climbing family trees 

And some of them, you know, 
do not

Particularly please.
If you could see your ancestors

All standing in a row 
There might be some of them



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JULY22,_Sal, MKLpja
HCHS will hold their picnic at 
Yellow Springs Ruritan Club. 
Bring a covered dish. This years' 
Christmas ornament will be 
checked for defects and arrange
ments will be made for times to 
work tables at Fair Days, Heri
tage Days,and Christmas Bazaar.

AUGUST 21-26. Mnn.-Sat.
HCHS will have a table at the 
Hampshire County Fair. The 1995 
Christmas ornament will be for 
sale.

SEPTEMBER 9-10. Sat.-Sun.
The Society will be at Heritage 
Days in Romney. The 1995 
Christmas ornament will be for 
sale.

SEPTEMBER 17. Sun.
Members will meet for a tour of 
old houses in the Capon Bridge 
area by Ralph Haines. (Tentative 
Date)

OCTOBERS. Sun. 1:00 p.m.
HCF1S will meet at the Levels 
Methodist Church for a fall field 
trip of the Levels area by Mr. 
Cinevan. (Tentative Date)

NOVEMBERS. Sun. 2:00 p.m.
Society will meet at Capon Bridge 
Senior Citizen Center. A vist to 
the Cather House in Core is on 
the schedule.

NOVEMBER 24-26. Fri-Sun.
The Society will have a table at 
the Annual Capon Bridge Christ

mas Craft Show at the Capon 
Bridge Vol. Fire Hall.

DECEMBER 1. Fri. 6:Q(Lpjn,
Members will meet at the Court
house in Romney to decorate the 
Christmas Tree.

JANUARY 7, Sun, 2;QQ p,m,
HCHS will meet at the Capon 
Bridge Senior Citizens Center. 
Election of Officers.

If anyone has any questions 
about any of the above events, 

they can write to: 
Hampshire County 
Historical Society 

P.O. Box 549 
Augusta, WV 26704.
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Augusta, West Virginia 26704


