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Cn Saturday, April 28, about 25 members and friends of the Society met in North
River Mills for an informative and interesting day of Hampshire County history. The 
group visited the cemetery where Revoluntionary War soldier Gustavus Croston is buried, 
toured the North River Mills Church, the old schoolhouse, and the Kump place owned by 
Society members the Gilsons. The Gilsons are presently restoring this log structure 
and we thank them for allowing us to visit. The group also collected a listing of the 
Kump cemetery and visited the sites of all three of the North River Mills, and picniced 
at the Charles Hiett place. Stephanie Bailes, who placed first in the County's Social 
Studies Fair, gave a talk on her exhibit. Stephanie's exhibit was the History of 
North River Mills. We thank Stephanie, Society members Lake Henderson who led the tour, 
and Linda Moreland for putting together an excellent history day for us to enjoy.

Arrangements have been made by the Society to mark the Croston cemetery with a 
piece of white marble depicting it as having the grave of Revolutionary War soldier 
Gustavus Croston which will be donated by Giffin Funeral Home of Capon Bridge, W.Va.
Also, at the June Board of Directors meeting, a $100.00 donation by the Society was 
made to the Croston family towards the purchase of a bronze plaque to be mounted by 
the road in North River Mills. At one time, the DAR had a sign erected there in 
memory of Gustavus Croston's service to his Country. The sign fell in disrepair and 
Mr. Stephen Sziarto owner of the property, family members, Mrs. Ruth Parker the DAR 
representative, and members of the Society met on this Saturday to decide the best course 
of action. Mr. Delvin Croston has ordered the bronze plaque, and the Society will 
travel back to North River Mills sometime in the fall for dedication of both these 
markers. Please watch the newspapers for the date to attend. Anyone who wishes to 
privately donate for this historical marker may write to: Mr. Delvin Croston,
P.O. Box 202 Romney, W.Va. 26757.

Another special day to mark your calendar for, is a field trip to Hook's Mill, 
located on River Road near Capon Bridge, W.Va. New Society members Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Munske have invited the Society to visit the Mill site and tour their home on 
Saturday, July 28th at 10am. Information will be gathered and the Historical Slide 
Committee will take slides of the Mill site. Any Historical Society member who is 
interested in attending should be at the parking lot of the Senior Center in Capon 
Bridge by 9:30am.

Hook's Mill was built by William Dunlap, a miller on the Capon River five miles 
southwest of Capon Bridge. William Dunlap was the son of William and Flora A. McMullen 
Dunlap, he of Scotch descent, her of Irish descent. William Dunlap Sr. was born in 1775 
and served in the War of 1812. He settled on Timber Ridge, a half mile north of what 
is now Shiloh Methodist Church. Both William Sr. and Flora's graves are located in the 
family cemetery there. They had five children of whom one was William, bom at the 
home place on Timber Ridge in 1807. William married Margaret Ann Pugh, daughter of 
Mishall and sister of Capt. David Pugh. They had 8 children; Ferdinand J, Algernon W, 
Tucker, Turner A, Mary A., Sarah, Malcena, and Elizabeth.

William sold Hook's Mill and built another on Back Creek near Rock Enon Springs, Va. 
which was run by his son Turner in the 1930's. Margaret Ann Pugh Dunlap died in 1864, ara 
William Dunlap died in 1888.

The Hampshire County Historical Society Scholarship Recipient was Jason Kidwell of 
Paw Paw, W.Va. The Scholarship Committee of the Society chose Jason out of the graduatin' 
class of Hampshire High School to be awarded a $300 scholarship for excellence in 
History. President Tom Stump made the presentation on Tuesday June 5 at the Awards 
assembly. The Society sponsors a scholarship each year for a graduating senior.

MEMBERSHIP
During the last quarter, the Society gained two new Life Members. We welcome Joanne 

Caffrey and Jewell Rannells.
This brings the total Life Members to 11. Regular membership has increased by one. 
Dues for the 1990-91 year will be due September ist.



CALENDAR
SPECIAL NOTE OF UPCOMING EVENTS FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS

July 26 Thursday at 7:30pm Board of Directors Meeting at the Bank of Romney in Augusta.

July 28 Saturday at 9:30am meet in the parking lot of the Senior Center on US Rt 50, 
Capon Bridge, W.Va. for field trip to Hook's Mill located on the River Road.

July 31 Tuesday deadline to order Maxwell and Swisher's History of Hampshire Co. at 
prepublication price of $36.00.

August 1 Deadline to purchase reserved numbers of the Christmas in Olde Hampshire
Ornament series, a fundraiser sponsored by the Society. Each ornament is 
$7.00 tax included. May be purchased at the Capon Bridge Library or by 
calling 822-4326.

August 28 Tuesday 1pm and 2:30pm the Society will participate in the teacher's
in-service days by sponsoring a pictoral History of Hampshire Co. in slides
to be used in the classrooms during the 1990-1991 school year. The slide 
presentation will be at Hampshire High School. Members are welcome to attend.

Sept. 8 Saturday the Society will sponsor a crafts and dried flowers table at the 
Wilson-Woodrow-Mytinger House as our participation in Heritage Days in Romney, 
W.Va. Anyone wishing to donate to the table should contact Co-Chairpersons 
Claudia Razzook and Ruth Crowe at 496-7279.

Sept. 8 Saturday at 10am meet at the Tastee Freeze in Capon Bridge for field trip 
of historical sites and cemeteries located in Parks Hollow and other areas. 
Society member Mr. -RAY Brill will narrate and guide us to various historical 
sites in the County. Bring a packed lunch and wear comfortable clothing.

Sept. 28 Friday at 6:30pm General meeting of the Society at the Hampshire Countv Library
Geneology Room . Society member Miss Mary Pugh will explain and demonstrate 
how to research family histories and County history.

Upcoming Event: Fall cleanup of Historic Slane Cementery in Slanesville, W.Va.

Society Members cure invited to submit suggestions and ideas for speakers, programs, 
demonstrations, presentations, field trips, etc. Please contact Historical Society 
President Tom Stump.


