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The Hampshire County Historical Society was recently apprised of the future of the 
George Arnold property located on the Deaf and Blind School grounds by Superintendant 
Max Carpenter. (Ihe Arnold home is in disrepair and has been empty for some time). Ihe 
school has approved outside repairs, (vinyl siding, roof repair, guttering, etc.) for 
the present, with long term plans for inside improvements yet to be approved. The 
school plans to use the property in the near future instead of demolishing it.

Requests have been received from the staff of the Davis History House on equipment 
needed for maintenance of this local museum. The museum is in need of several small 
wooden bookcases to display items of local historical interest. One small display 
case is needed in the upstairs bedroom for children's items such as old toys, dishes, 
dolls, etc. They are also in need of a cork bulletin board to sit on an easel. If 
anyone has these items to donate or contribute, please contact Mary Pugh in care of 
The Hampshire County Library, Main St. Romney, WV. 26757.

The Davis History House is open to the public to tour through September, the hours 
are Friday 1-4 and Saturday 1-4.

Society member Nancy Mayhew was recently contacted by residents of Ashbrook about 
its availability to rent on October 1st and to notify the Society of its general 
deterioration. Ashbrook was built prior to 1834, and is located on Rt. 28 north of 
Romney, approximately 3 miles along the South Branch River. See Ashbrook in "Historic 
Hampshire" by Seldon Brandon pages 316-318.

The residents felt the Society should be made aware that this home, without certain 
items fixed (such as gettering, panes in windows replaced and general upkeep)against 
the elements, will lead only to a brick shell of the former southern plantation house 
and a loss of history to this area. Any member of the Society wishing to rent or have 
any ideas or opinions to express on the fate of Ashbrook, please contact Nancy Mayhew 
Box 63, Romney, WV 26757. Replies will be discussed at a later meeting this fall. As 
this is private property, a tour of this home can be arranged if enough members 
express a desire to see it.

Hie Education Committee of the Society met in the Month of August to finish 
compiling history on 150 slides taken throughout Hampshire County of old buildings 
and sites of historic interest for a pictoral history of Hampshire Gounty to be 
presented during the teacher's in service days as requested by Supt. Gerald Mathias.

It was warmly received and will be shown to any class by request of the teacher.
The Committee would like to thank anyone providing information, loaning old pictures 
to be copied, and homeowners permission to take these pictures of their homes. By 
cooperation of the County Board of Education and the Society, the Committee was able 
to add to the ciriculum a chapter on local history for the school children. The 
Committee will continue this as an on going project, once approval for a grant is filed.

Hie Committee consisted of Chairwoman Jean Kesner, Members Dennis and Susan 
Shoemaker, Martha Bloom, Nancy Mayhew, Susan Duff, and Tom Stump. This group worked 
on compiling this history for two months with a great deal of travel time and research.
A special thank you goes to Martha Bloom for typing the final copy.

Historical Society membership dues are due this month - if you paid after Jan.1,1989 
you are exempt. Dues for one person-$5 couple-$9 Lifetime single-$50 Lifetime double- 
$90. Please pay your dues to Treasurer Ruth Crowe,SR 1 Box 34F ,Augusta, WV 26704.

Everyone is reminded that elections will be held at the annual meeting in December. 
For consideration to Board of Directors or right to receive a ballot by mail, you 
must be a dues paying member. An expression of gratitude goes to Ruth for keeping 
the books for the Society.



The Society's Annua] Fundraiser, the 1989 Christmas Ornament, will go on sale on 
October 1st to anyone wishing to purchase their reserved number from previous years, till 
November 1st. Any ornaments not sold will go on sale to the general public after Nov. 1st.

The price will be increased to $7 per ornament. (This includes tax) The price 
increase is due to increased production costs. Anyone wishing to order their ornaments
may due so by calling 822-4326. ---—__

The Nathaniel Kuykendall Home was chosen to be honored this year. This stone 
house was built 200 years ago and is located up River Road near Romney across from 
Hampshire Park and is presently owned by Mr. Dan Wagoner.

This fundraiser allows the Society money to maintain the newsletter, the scholarship 
of $200 to a Hampshire High School Senior who excelled in history, historic markers 
throughout the county that need restored, and support money for payment of film and 
slides purchased by the Education Committee to catalog local history.
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OCT. 3 Tuesday—General Meeting of the Society will be a tour and history of the

Kerns House (American Legion) in Romney by Audra Mezzatesta at 7pm.
Refreshments will be served in the Community Room of the Bank of Romney 
following the tour.

OCT 15 Sunday—Cemeteries in the Springfield area. Meet at the beginning of Long's Rd.
at Blue Beach Bridge (weather permitting). Bill Long will meet us there at 1pm. 

NOV 7 Tuesday—General Meeting at the Augusta Branch of the Bank of Romney at 7pm. 
Refreshments will be served by Ruth Crowe.

NOV 11 Saturday—Dunmore Ridge History and Cemeteries. At 10 am,meet at Iris Kline's 
home (second house on Dunmore Ridge Rd) Mrs. Kline has agreed to a tour of 
local historic points of interest. Weather permitting.

Anyone wishing to submit information to the newsletter please do so by Dec. 15, 1989 
for the next quarter newsletter (Jan., Feb., March 1990) Contact Nancy Mayhew 822-4326.
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Final Note- The owners of the Octagon House, located on the road to Capon Springs 
Resort have contacted the Society with interest of selling this property to interested 
party or parties who wish to preserve or restore. This is the only 8 sided house in WV.
It contains original woodwork, plaster, 6 porches, 6 rooms, and electricity. No running 
water, but a well is on property. An acre of land is available with the white frame 
house. If interested, call or write to Bonnie Brill Rt 1 Box 226, Highview, WV 26808 
phone after 4:30 pm 304-874-3620.


